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Writing that is Different 


when one uses the 


Multiplex | 


Hammond — 
The APPEARANCE of | 


its work is distinctive and’ | 
highly personal. 4 


CHANGE YOUR TYPE IN AN INSTANT FROM ONE STYLE | 
OR LANGUAGE TO ANOTHER aa 


TWO STYLES OF TYPH,) of two to ivendzfyereut 
Languages, carried on the machine AT ONCH. 
"JUST TURN THE KNOB" and change instantly 
from Roman Type to Italics, or Miniature Ro- 
man, or our Beautifut dserrpt sybe, or from 
English to Greek, Russian, German, French, etc. 
Any other type or Language can be substituted 
in a few seconds. 


LARGE TYPE if reading from rostrum; MINIATURE TYPE for small loose-leaf manuals i 
and filing cards. 


AUTOMATIC TYPE IMPRESSION, overcoming effects of irregular touch. 

INDEX CARDS written FLAT; no bending. 

MENTAL FATIGUE OVERCOME through change of type faces. 

Aluminum Multiplex—the lightest and most portable of high-grade typewriters, weighing about 
114 pounds. 


Mathematical Multiplex—carrying about 150 different characters, for the writing of all algebraic 
equations and mathematical problems—and all kinds of work. 


Reversible Multiplex—When the writing is reversed from English, as in Hebrew, Arabic, Turk- th 
ish, Persian, etc., immediately adapted to English also. 


CLASS OF USERS 


President of the United States, Personally 
Reverend L. R. Stickney, Secretary Cardinal Gibbons 
Reverend J. G. Trant, Chancellor, Archbishop Messner 
Reverend J. D. Springston, Director A. B. P. S. 
Walt Mason John Kendrick Bangs Mrs. Gene Stratton-Porter 
William Dean Howells Sir James Matthew Barrie 


“Tell me whom you go with and I will tell you what you are.” | 
An examination of these New Models of the ‘“‘Hammond” is an Education in typewriters. | 
Catalogues gladly sent for the asking 


The Hammond Typewriter Company 


580 East 69th Street New York City, New York i 


| 


PREDERICK LYNCH 


The Challenge: 


fhe Church and the New World 
Order 


_ A forward look taken by aman 
who is regarded as a vigorous 
snd liberal thinker. Dr. Lynch 
vontends that, with the coming 
s—£ peace, the Church will be 
aced with some tremendous and 
nevitable problems which she 
uiust meet with a new applica- 
ion of Christian principles. If 
“ne fails, the world will look else- 
here for solution and readjust- 
ent. 12mo, cloth, net $1.25 


eRANCIS £.. CLARK, 
DD. 


~ Christ and the 
Young People 


_ Dr. Clark has written a study 
£ the Life of Jesus in a quite 
inusual vein. Dr. Clark first 
eeks to show what the aspira- 
ions and ideals of youth and 
arly manhood are when at their 
iighest and best; he then turns 
0 an examination of the charac- 
er of Jesus and shows how these 
ofty and uplifting ideals find 
ich and complete fulfilment in 
he earthly life of our Lord. 
12mo, cloth, net 50c. 


DEWITT McMURRAY 


The Religion of a 
_ Newspaper Man 


‘The author is an editorial 
yriter on two of the best known 
aorning journals in the South- 
tn states. He seeks, through 
n exceptionally lucid and vigor- 
us medium, to discuss with his 
eaders the significance and im- 
ortance of eternal things, and 
0 indicate the indispensableness 
f their presence and influence 
4 a life lived at its best. 

12mo, cloth, net $1.50 


ZDWARD AUGUSTUS 
7EORGE 


The Twelve: 


.\posteclic Types of Christian Men 
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Dr. Charles E. Jefferson’s Latest Book 


What the War is Teaching 


@_ Every Christian today should read and own this great work by 


the author of "Things Fund- 
amental," etc. A book that 


will banish doubt and make 


you strong in your faith in God 


and man. 


Christian Endeavor World says: ‘‘Goes 
straight to the heart of the question....the voice 
of a prophet . . . . it is sane, convincing, help- 
ful, and answers many a doubt.” Net $1.00 


EL ORID Ey LUCCOCLE 


Five-Minute Shop-Talks 


In each of these thirty or more brief 
addresses, Mr. Luccock contrives to com- 
press into a five-minute talk the wisdom 
and counsel of a fifty-minute sermon. 

Net $1.00 


JAMES H. SNOWDEN, D.D. 


The Psychology of 
Religion 
While especially adapted for the use of 


ministers and teachers, it is not in any 
sense an ultra academic work. Net $1.50 


NOLAN RICE BEST 
Editor of *‘ The Continent” 


Applied Religion for 
veryman 


An experienced editor’s suggestions 
for theever-current problems confronting 
Church members as a body, and as indi- 
vidual Christians. Net $1.00 


Je SLOARTZHOLDEN, MvA: 


The Confidence of Faith 


For believers everywhere, Mr. Hol- 
den’s new book breathes a message of 
solace and enheartenment. Net 75 cents 


“Under his living touch the Ask ANY Bookseller for 
postlesseem very muchlike the 9 
aen we know and their problems ; 
ot dissimilar to our own.”’—7he 
ongregationalist, Net $1.00 === BOOKS a 
ef 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 

17.N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 
EE 
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5.9. Lesson Helps 


TARBELL’S 
TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


By MARTHA TARBELL, Ph. D. 


Wherever this Modern Lesson 
Help is used, Sunday School 
teaching rapidly improves. Suc- 
cessful teacherstestify regularly 
to its great helpfulness with all 
grades. If you haven’t yet used 
“Tarbell's” in your lesson prep: 
aration, there’s a surprise await- 
ing you. Why not investigate 
this year? Net $1.15; $1.25 postpaid 


Practical Commentary 


on the S. S. Lessons 
With its hints toteachers, illus- 
trations, blackboard exercises, 
questions, maps, etc. ‘‘A perfect 
thesaurus of explanations, illus- 
trations and apppuestions of the 
lesson.”—Our Bible Teacher. 


Net 50c.; 60c. postpaid. 
The Gist of the Lesson 
By R. A. TORREY 
“To those y ! 

sessed and 1S) cher 

used former is- | OF THE 

sues that for AN | LESSON 
this year will 

mendation. It iF 

is not only o/ 
handy in form De 

but wondrous- fee 

ly complete.” : QB 


who have pos- 
R.A-TORREY 
oe 
need no com- ay TaN 
—Christtan 


ci 


Flexible; net 25c. postpaid. 


JOHN’S GOSPEL 


The Divinity of Christ in the Gospel 


of John. By A. T. Robertson, M.A. 

An expository study of John’s 
teaching for the average reader 
—fresh, scholarly, practical, 
spiritual. Net $1.00 


John’s Gospel. By Robert E. Speer 

“Compact—clear analysis—full 
reference to other Books—noth- 
ing better for class or private 
study.”—C. &. World. Net 50c, 


Quiet Talks on John’s Gospel 
S. D. Gordon 
“A Commentary on, and anex- 
position of the spirit and throb- 
bing heart of the Gospel.”’— Book 
News. Net “5c. 


Send for Sample “John’s Gos- 


Free pel’’ from the Twentieth Century 
(Modern English) New Testament 


» 
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Advertisements in this department are 25 cents a line, one inch for $8.50 a month, two inches 
$6.25, and larger space pro rata. Address all orders and inquiries to 


WALTER C. KIMBALL, Inc., Advertising Managers, 432 Fourth Avenue, New York City | Hi 
(ion 
TH0hHZ!0HUHTtTtirimNlnttnitiinnni ) § 
with tical training 3 
HARTFORD forthe ministry, ‘Large taculty and library. Hi 
BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY wanipg HEOLOGICAL ‘ 
Graduate fell both f. iy 
Gpente collage grecuates of Aiehonkor ae SEMINARY uy 

JOHN HOWARD HARRIS, L.L.D., Ph.D., President Associated with iy 
Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy i 

A Twentieth Century Institution Training Sunday School and other lay workers. 


Kennedy School of Missions 
Fitting for foreign service. 
Address M. W. JACOBUS, Dean of Seminary 
Hartford, Conn. 


za) POCKET S. S. COMMENTARY ta 
stir. |4|For 1917, SELF-PRONOUNCING Edition ye 
‘ism $ {on Lessons and Text for the whole year. Right- 0 
moun kiito-the point practical HELPS and Spiritual Ex- ‘hi 
= §\planations. Small in Size,Large in Suggestion } 
Wiiand Fact. Daily Bible Readings for 1917,also 
[Topics of Young People’s Society, Motto, a4 
ete. Red Clo. 25c, Mor. 3Sc, Inter]. for Notes qt 
| 5Oc, postpaid. Stamps Taken. Agents wanted. L 
GEO. W. NOBLE, (MONON BUILDING, CHICAGO. ILF- (pul 


FOR SALE 


In East Northfield, Mass. 


A modern, brick cottage on Bir- 
nam Road, East Northfield, Mass. 
The house has ten rooms, three bath- 


Fixed and Working Capital Over One and One 
Quarter Millions of Dollars 


Eighteen Buildings 


Courses in Arts, Philosophy, 
Jurisprudence, Science, Biol- 
ogy, Domestic Science and 

COLLEGE Household Arts, Chemical, 
Civil, Mechanical, and Electri- 
cal Engineering Courses. 


Courses in Piano, Pipe Organ, 
Violin, Voice Culture and Art 
SCHOOL of Singing, Wind Instruments, 
OF MUSIC Stringed Instruments, History 
of Music, Public School Music, 
Harmony, Composition, The- 
ory, Vergil Clavier. 


HLA 


All Work of College Grade; 
SUMMER Courses in Education, Lan- 
SESSION’ guages, Mathematics, Sciences, 
etc. 


For Catalog and Information, Address 
WALTER S. WILCOX, Registrar 
LEWISBURG - - PENNSYLVANIA 


rooms and a basement laundry and 
is heated by hot air furnace. The 
lot comprises approximately nine 


El A : 
7 acres, with new stable, young or- 
] WILL MAKE YOU” chard and dirt tennis court. 
By Mr. Sherwood Eddy Enquire of 
An address given by Mr. Sherwood Eddy at 
the Young Women’s Conference. Printed in book W. W. C. 
form with an attractive gray cover. Care Record of Christian Work, i 
Price 10 cents; postage 2 cents E : ~ i 
THE BOOKSTORE ast Northfield, Mass. i 
East Northfield Massachusetts ri 


THE BIBLICAL REVIEW 


(QUARTERLY) 
ark DR. WILBERT W. WHITE, Editor 
Interdenominational and international in scope. Articles by leading Christian scholars of the world. A few 
of the writers who will contribute to early numbers, and their subjects: 
Principal P. T. FORSYTH, London, The Effici d Suffici f the Bible, 
Dr. B. B. WARFIELD, Princeton Seminary, Mysticism and Christianity. 
Professor J. M. T. WINTHER, Lutheran Seminary, Kumamoto, Japan, Redemption, a2 Word Study. 
Rev. ALBERT CLARKE WYCKOFF, The Science of Prayer, Practical. 
Rt. Rev. H. C. G. MOULE, Bishop of Durham, Head and Heart. 
Ker atest pe Bos Cree Our Enemies. 
rofessor ADD, Yale, Phil h: ife. 
Dr. A. H, TUTTLE, Jesus the Teacher. pgp picks = 
_ Every minister, missionary, and Christian leader needs a strong publication which goes to the heart of ' 
things; this THE BIBLICAL REVIEW aims to do. Juclude tt in your reading for 1917. 


Subscription $1.00 a Year; foreign postage 30 cents additional, (Published by the Bible Teachers Training School, New York.) 
THE BIBLICAL REVIEW = - -. =-« «-«j « « 541 Lexington Avenue, New York: 
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‘The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh” 


The Scriptures Examined on the Length of the Times of the Gentiles. 
e When They Began Definitely Established. 
When They Will Close Demonstrated, subject to Uninspired History and Chronology. 


he Year-Day Principle God Given. The Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks proved to be a Year-Day Period. 
istoric and Futurists both at error. ~ Light on these questions promised at “the time of the end.” 


Fifth Edition. Enlarged to 64 pages, with Appendices and Extracts from Letters. Seventy-fifth Thousand. Price, postage paid: 5 cents each; 
cents per dozen; $2.00 per hundred. This Pamphlet is unique in its teachings, showing the proximity of the Coming of the Lord. We exhort 
{ Christians to procure a copy, and if you agree with its teachings, help us to getit before the world. Procure them by the dozen, hundred or 
ousand and scatter them among your friends and fellow citizens. They are very cheap; we are selling them at less than cost. We believe 
ere is no truth more important for the world at this time. 


_PLEASE READ THE LETTERS BELOW. 
FROM A MISSIONARY. Very interesting to me was the reading of the numerous comments on your pamphlet. Some of them 
e truly excellent, and you have done well to publish it to silence the “unwise virgins.” I agree with that brother who says, 
:dvertise”’ The “ad.” in “Christian Workers’ Magazine” is well set. If you could afford it you should run it in every religious sheet in the 
untry at least two times. I AM CONVINCED THAT ONE MILLION OF YOUR BOOKLETS WOULD DO MORE GOOD TO GOD’S PEOPLE 
(1 AMERICA AND IN ENGLAND THAN ALL THE SERMONS THEY HAVE HEARD THIS YEAR, AND ALL THE BOOKS THEY HAVE 
HAD. YEA, IT IS A POWERFUL TRACT FOR THE UNCONVERTED THINKERS, ALSO. 


LETTER FROM A BAPTIST PASTOR. My dear Brother Baker: For some time I have been reading your advertisement in “The King’s 
isiness”’ of your pamphlet, ‘‘The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh,” and did not order it because I thought that about all had been said 
at could be said on that subject by such men as I. M. Haldeman, ©. I. Scofield, A. C. Gaebelein, R. A. Torrey, and many others too numerous 
‘mention, but about ten days ago I concluded to seud you an order and see what you had to say. About one week ago I received your 
‘mphiet; I sat down and read it through, the next morning I read it through again with my Bible and Greek and Hebrew Concordance in 
‘nd and examined every passage of Scripture that you use and EVERY PASSAGE THAT I HAD THOUGHT WAS A REFUTATION OF YOUR 
JCTRINE. I was once a Post-Ite, but for a long time I have been a Pre. Iam a believer in the Imminent coming of our Lord. I have often 
id that I did not believe that the year 1920 would find the church on the earth, but I did not think that the time was so clearly pointed out in 
@Scriptares. But now, I desire to say that I swallow your teaching whole, not because you teach it, but because it is the teaching of Scrip- 
re and cannot be refuted. If we had an inspired chronology that we could take our stand by, I am sure that we could point out the year, day 
id hour of the rapture and the revelation. I thank God for you as an instrument in His hands to point out in the face of an unbelieving, 
offing, rebellious world, and in a great degree an unbelieving and Christ rejecting visible church, the teaching of the Scriptures on this all 
yportant question and done it in such a sweet spirit, with loyalty to the Word and proving yourself ‘‘a workman that needeth not to be 
tamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,” bringing forth things out of the treasure, both new and old. May it please the Lord that 
as pamphlet may get into the hands of all His servants whose eyes are open to the truth, and will sound aloud the midnight cry, ‘“‘Behold the 
idegroom cometh,” that all may be watching with their lamps all trimmed and bright. I am enclosing check, for which please send me 200 

“Phe Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh.” 


LETTER FROM AN M. E, PASTOR. Dear Sir and Brother: I have hesitated writing to you until I had time to read and re-read your 
oklets sent me. I have read your booklet, “The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh,’ with a heart bursting with happiness which to me is an 
sernal witness of its truth; I read it in the street car one day and had often to turn my face to the window because of the emotion which 
‘fercame me. Iam so glad, so glad that you have given the Lord's revelation to the world. Surely God would take your portion out of the 
‘ook of Life’ if you had kept back such great truth. And isnot our God wonderful! If He had given His revelation to some great D. D. I 
yald have been skeptical about it, for it seems very little spiritual food comes from that source for “He has hidden it from the wise and pru- 
nt and revealed it unto babes,” but not “babes in Christ,”’ for you have been tasting of strong food ere this or you could not have discovered 
is hidden treasure. Praying God’s blessing upon you and your great work, I remain, Yours under the Blood. 


LETTER FROM A CONGREGATIONAL PASTOR. Dear Brother: I enclose 30c. in stamps for one dozen copies of ‘‘The Coming of the Lord 
aweth Nigh.” A copy of the above fell into my hands a while ago and I threw it to one side because too busy to examine it and not know- 
3 the author I did not see the importance of it. Later I took time to study it side by side with my Bible. Let me say Ihave read it over and 
er again many times, and each time enjoy tt more. It has been a great help to me, a real inspiration to Bible study. My spiritual life has 
nm quickened. I heartily endorse your little pamphlet as a clear, concise, soul awakening, and seemingly irrefutable presentation of this im- 
rtant subject. What you say regarding the feasts is unique. God bless youand your work. I ama pre for years and am looking for Him 
on, any time. 


Address C. J. Baker, 621 Wyandotte Street, Kansas City, Mo., U. S. A. 


MMM UN 


e 3° ° is the Greatest Fact in History. — 
ristianit The early Christians endured martyrdom rather | 

than forsake principle. The picture shownhere- © 
with, from Ridpath’s History, depicts the Chris- 
tians in Rome given to the lions. In such a scene may be read the inevitable doom of 
the Empire that ruled the world. If you would know the history of mankind—every 


sacrifice for principle, every struggle for liberty, from the dawn of civilization down to 
che present, then embrace this opportunity to place in your home this world-famed publication 


Ridpath’s History of the World 


Dr. Ridpath is universally recognized as America’s greatest historian. Other 
:nen have written histories of one nation or period: Gibbon of Rome, Macaulay of 
Ingland, Guizot of France, but it remained for Dr. Ridpath to write a history of 
| he entire World from the earliest civilization down to the present day. 


A Wonderful 
Bargain 


We will NAME our SPECIAL (9 
LOW PRICE and EASY TERMS 
of payment only in direct let- & oe 
ters. A coupon for your con- i . 
venience is printed in the lower corner of this advertisement. TEAR 
OFF THE COUPON, write your name and address plainly and mail 
now before you forget it. We will mail you 46 free sample pages with- 
out any obligation on your part to buy. These will give you some idea 
of the splendid illustrations and the wonderfully beautiful style in 
which the work is written. We employ no agents, nor do we sell through 
book stores, so there is no agent’s commission or book dealer’s profits 


to pay. Mail the Coupon Below. 
LATTA SECTION COUPON eae ees 


WESTERN NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION, 1-17 
140 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 


Please mail your 46-page free sample booklet of Ridpath’s 
History of the World, containing photogravures of Napoleon, 
Socrates, Caesar, and other great characters in history, 
and write me full particulars of your special offer to Record 
of Christian Work readers. 


SN 


4000 Pages 
2000 Pictures 


Six Thousand Years of History 


dpath takes you back to the dawn of history long before the 

{ eenide of peer were built; down through the romantic troubled 
4 mes of Chaldea’s grandure and Assyria’s magnificence; of Babylo- 
ia’s wealth and luxury; of Greek and Roman splendor; of Moham- 
1edan culture and refinement to the dawn of yesterday. He covers 
j VERY RACE, EVERY NATION, EVERY TIME, and holds you spell- 


d by its wonderful eloquence. Nothing more interesting, ab- ING te re asec rtea neice se ho cs Bow Ga eam enreraseees ts. - 225 dee 
Bing ag inspiring was ever written. Mail coupon for free gam- 
e pages and full information. Addressing ete rahe he ce cs he re ee Sauce 
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THE BEST WAY “TheSanitary ¢:":*, Cups 
$3 Sy ~ Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary @ 


The individual com- 
munion service per- 
mits an impressive 
ceremony. 

We introduced indi- 
f vidual cups (many = 
state laws now demand them). @& 

We make the finest quality of ~SENT FOR TRIAL 
beautiful polished trays and ~ 

supply thousands of satisfied congregations. Send for list of 
these churches and FREE CATALOG with quotations. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO., 18th St., Rochester, N. Y. 


PIPE-TONE FOLDING ORGANS 


$10 AND UP 
The White Pipe-Tone Folding Orgaz 
is SWEETEST in quality of TONE. 
STRONGEST in volume of TONE. 
LIGHTEST in WEIGHT. 
MOST DURABLE in CONSTRUCTION. 
EASIEST to OPERATE. 
PRICES the most REASONABLE. 
GUARANTEE the best. =| 
A. L. WHITE MFG. CO. } 
221 Englewood Avenue - CHICAGO, ILL 
ree Catalogue. 


———* 
Sz 


It is conceded that the individual communion 
cup is the best. 

Why not introduce it now? 

It is reverent. It is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and beautiful. 

The quality of our Service is the finest on the 
market. ns 

Quality—not price—should determine your choice. 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON 


Does YOUR Church use this 
cleanly and sanitary method? 
end for catalog and _ special 
offer. Outfits on trial. 
Thomas Communion Service Co. Box 17 Lima, Ohio 


"BELLS 


Memorial Bells a Specialty. 
<P McShane Bell Foundry Co,, Baltimore, Md.,U.SA 


FOLDING TH | 
ORGANS Ig 


WE GUARANTEE 
UP Send for Catalogues 


—— Manufacturers of World 
Famous 3 and 5 ply oak 


BILHORN BROTHERS 
136 W. Lake St., Chicago, Ill. 


PEWS PULPITS, Altar Chairs, 
yCollection Plates, Com- 
.munion Tables, Sunday School 
S34) Seats, Settees, Auditorium and Movable 
{ Folding Chairs, Lodge and School Furni- 
ture. hen writing state requirements. 
E. H. STAFFORD MEG. CO. 
Dept. 25 Chicago, Ml. 


Z2AOLIr= 


€f3 
pommel 


natn CHURCH BELLS 


Bring people tochurch. Their clear, beautiful, 
a muntainen Paceroacht ConcaWacoin power for 


@Y good. Your church should . Dural guar- 
(7 anteed. Inexpensive. Art catalog. & busine plate free. 


7 The Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co.Dept. 34 Cincinnati,o. 


a1) 625 NEW Bible STORIES 
#-:(4|lustrations & Scripture Anecdotes 


Short Stories illustrating Bible Truths. In- 
dexed for Teachers, Ministers, Students and 


ENEELY BELL co Speakers in Meetings. Ever ready Storles 
M TROYV.NY.ANo* | Home Meatlag ant traction ern 


. 
177 BROA NY. is || Vest Pocket size, 128 pgs. Cloth, 25c. Mor. 35c, E 
OADWAY.NY.CIT S ary) Agts. wanted. GEO.W. NOBLE, Monon Bldg. Ghicnos ii: 


Bound Volumes, Record of Christian Worl 


1910-11-12-13-14-15-16 


Bound Volumes Record of Christian Work About 1000 pages in each. Illustrated. Each $2.50 postpaid 
1916 Now Ready 1916 | Record of Christian Work East Northfield, Mass 


THERE ARE TWO REASONS j 


Why We Send Our 


DAUS IMPROVED TIP TOP DUPLICATOR: 


ON TEN DAYS’ FREE TRIAL 

FIRST—It proves OUR confidence in the machine. 

SECOND—By personal use YOU can positively tell, before | 
buying, whether it meets your approval or not. 

Each machine contains a continuous roll of our new ““‘Dausco” 
Oiled Parchment Back duplicating surface which can be used over | 
and over again. Five different colors can be duplicated at the | 
Sametime. Cleanliness and simplicity of operation and legi-. 
bility of copies unequalled by any other duplicating process. 


100 Copies from Pen-written and 50 Copies from PRICE 

ZZ ypewritten Origina 

ig FF Complete Duplicator, cap size (Prints 834x183 in.) $7 50) 
® 


Y Take Advantage of Our Trial Offer 
FELIX I. DAUS DUPLICATOR COMPANY, Daus Building, 111 John Street, New York: 


a per ee BP sey @ eb | ee eee ee 
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Discouraged Teachers 


WILL FIND THE SECRET OF 
SUCCESS IN 


PELOUBET’S 
Select Notes 


ON THE 


International Lessons for 1917 


forty-third Annual Volume of this 
Great Commentary 


| Price, $1.15 net; delivered, $1.25 
SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE PAGES 


Wilde’s Bible Picture Sets 


Sixty pictures in an attractive portfolio 
illustrating the Uniform Lessons for 1917 


50 cents, postpaid 
Won WILDE COMPANY 


120 BOYLSTON ST., BOSTON 
Rand-McNally Bldg., CHICAGO 


mmOR SALE AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


AUUANOUSURSSUCSSQS0000 000000000000 TUUADAUOUAAOSOCELLAUUUYUAU OCHRE RANSON DUUUCO YOO PECN EATON 


the Only Grand Prize 
(Highest Award) given to f 
Dictionaries atthe § 
Panama-Pacific Exposi- ¥j 
lion was granted fo 


WEBSTERS ~ 
NEW INTERNATIONAL 


For Superiority of Educational Merit. 
This new creation answers with final author- 
ity all kinds of puzzling questions such as 
‘Flow is Przemysl pronounced ?’’ ‘‘Where is 

| Flanders??? ‘‘What is a continuous voyage??? 
‘What isa howitzer? ’’ ‘‘What is white coal?’’ 
and thousands of others. 
‘More than 400,000 Vocabulary Terms. 30,000 Geographi- 
cai Subjects. 12,000 Biographical Entries. 6000 Illustra- 
s tions. 2700 Pages. The only 
=—"— dictionary with the divided 
page—a stroke of genius. 


REGULAR and INDIA- 
PAPER EDITIONS. 
Write for specimen pages, 
Al illustrations, etc. Free, aset 
Ml of Pocket Mapsif you name 

3) this paper. 


CG. & C. MERRIAM CO., 


AUOLUODTNESUUNAHINNIANU 


Do You Know Your Bible? 


Do you feel the need of a more 
thorough, practical, working knowl- 
edge of the Word of God? Are you awake to 
the means of securing it economically while 
engaged in your usual occupation? This 

means is by correspondence. 


Correspondence Bible Study Has 
Been Demonstrated as a Most 
Efficient Educational Method 


JAMES M. GRAY, D. D. 
Dean of 
The Moody Bible Institute 


Clergymen, Mission- 
aries, Evangelists, 
Sunday School Teach 
ers, Y. M. and Y. W. 
C. A. Workers, and 
others, are daily testi- 
fying tothe blessings of 
correspondence study. 

The editor of one of 
the greatest Sunday- 
school weeklies in the 
world has said: 


‘‘And so this Bible Cor- 
respondence Course is 


i strengthening the impres- 


sion that Bible study is at 
once the most fascinating 
and most important of all 
studies. Since it is, I must 
increasingly give it the first 
place in my life, and adjust 


other reading and study to sui 


We Offer These 
Eight Courses 


Synthetic Bible Study 
—a fascinating study 
of the contents of the 
whole Bible, ‘really 
in a class by itself.’’ 

Practical Christian Work 
—tor soul winners and 
workers in excep- 
tional forms of Chris- 
tian service. 


Bible Doctrine 
—a biblical course in 
the great doctrines of 
the Christian faith. 


Bible Chapter Summary 
—a unique method of 
becoming acquainted 
with every chapter in 
the Bible. 


Introductory Bible Course 
—true to its name. 

Evangelism 
—nothing in modern 
evangelism  over- 
looked. 

Christian Evidences 
—an old subject 
brought up to date. 

THE SCOFIELD BIBLE 

CORRESPONDENCE 

COURSE 
—scholarly, compre- 
hensive, tested for a 
quarter of acentury, 
and taken already by 
10,000 students, is still 
presented as the most 
comprehensivecourse 
in Bible study ever 
offered by correspon- 
dence. 
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You will become just as enthusiastic as 
soon as you start your first course. We can- 
not urge too strongly all who wish a more 
thorough knowledge of God’s Word to take 
up the work with us this season. 


The Moody Bible Institute 


has a full equipped department exclusively devoted 
to teaching by correspondence. 

Our aim is for careful business administration, 
most efficient teaching and courteous attention to 
all inquirers and students. 


Send For Prospectus Today 


Our courses are thoroughly tested and increasingly 
popular. Notwithstanding. the world war, which has 
affected our work in many parts of the world, the 
absorption of the people in the prosperous business 
conditions in our country, and the opposition of de- 
structive criticism, large gains were made last year 
overany previous year. Our courses will satisfy your needs. 

Write Us For Full Particulars 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
153-163 Institute Place 
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Saas Dept. T-8 Chicago, Ill. 
Springfield, Mass. zi 
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~ Send for This New 


Catalogue of 
Ready-Prepared 
Lectures and 
Lecture Sermons 


A new edition, just issued, listing 
over 100 Ready-Prepared, Illus- 
trated Lecture-Sermons and Lectures on Reli- 
gious, Historical, Travel and War Subjects. Con- 
tains full information on the 


UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
Illustrated Lecture-Sermon Service 


These Lecture-Sermons will help you in your 
teachings and provide anew method of interesting 
your congregation. They have been used very 
successfully at Sunday evening services. 

Each is prepared by an authority and furnished 
complete with 40 to 100 beautiful Lantern Slide 
Views selected from our famous, world-wide col- 
lection of original photographs; many of them 
elegantly colored. They project clear and sharp 

y 
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and are said to be the best slides obtainable any- 
where. Lecture-Sermons are typewritten and 
bound into a handy pamphlet. 
material of your own if desirable. 
These Lecture-Sermons are rented or sold out- 
right, at very low cost. The catalogue explains 
fully. Sendforit today. Wesupply lan- 
ternsalso. Ask for our Spe- 
cial “‘ Balopticon”’ Prop- 
osition for Churches. 
UNDERWOOD & 
UNDERWOOD 
Department 50 
417 Fifth Avenue 
New York City i" 


The “‘Why”’ of a Better Lantern 


The value of a projection lantern for the work 
of a parish is acknowledged. The next step—the 
selection of a lantern—leads inevitably to the 


Bausch [omb 
BALOPTICON 


THE PERFECT STEREOPTICON 


You can add 


Its superior optical equipment, giving clear, 
vivid pictures, with every detail sharp to the very 
corners, its moderate price, and the economy of its 
operation settle the lantern question. The new 
automatic, gas-filled Mazdalamp of the Balopticon 
has been scientifically adapted to give the utmost 

: efficiency and at a great econ- 
omy of current as compared 
with the old-style arc. 


Models for lantern slides— 
for the projection of opaque 
objects such as post cards, 
photos, maps, etc.—and for 
both forms with in- 
stant interchange. 
Prices range from $25 
up. 

Write for illustrated 


price list giving full de- 
scription of all models. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 
529 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. 


New York Washington Chicago San Francisco 


Leading American Makers of Photographic and Ophthal- 
mic Lenses, Microscopes and other High-Grade 
Optical Products. 


Prompt! Safe! Christian! 


This is what a prominent man says about THE 
ANNUITY PLAN of the American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society. He speaks from several years’ experi- 
ence. 


PROMPT. Because the money is sent two weeks 
before it is actually due, without application from the 
Annuitant. 


SAFE. Because the Society has nearly three mil- 
lion dollars in securities, which makes it an absolutely 
safe proposition from a business standpoint. 


CHRISTIAN. Because the money finally goes 
into Pioneer Missionary and Bible work in which 190 
missionaries in Chapel cars, wagons, automobiles, and 
boats carry the message of the Gospel to the most 
needy places of the land. 


THE ANNUITY PLAN gives you a larger in- 


come while you live and an opportunity of making 
your influence live forever. 


If you are 50 or over you get from six to nine per 
cent according to your age. There isa special arrange- © 
ment where two lives are involved. 


For further information and a sample Bond, write to 


DEPARTMENT C, 
American Baptist Publication Society 


1701 Chestnut Street, i ee 
“A Guide to Bible Study” 


YES, JUST THAT! 


A simple, practical help to guide you in your careful read 

ing or study of that matchless Book. 

A GUIDE to show you definitely what to read and wha 
to look for as you read. 

A GUIDE to that direct, personal acquaintance with th: 
Scriptures which you are seeking. 

A GUIDE so simple that it will not detract from the goa 
sought—one that isunencumbered with an embar 
rassment of outside material. 3 

A GUIDE which will aid you to become familiar with the 
facts and teachings of God’s Word and to its prope 
understanding, because with its use it is absolutel 
necessary to “search the Scriptures.” . 

A GUIDE which holds directly te the study of the Bibk: 
ztself, and by the definite simplicity of its question 
aids the student to form his own opinions and doin 
dependent thinking. 

Suited to independent Bible study in the home, for use i 

family worship, or for Sunday Schools 


Endorsed by recognized authorities 
SEND FOR 


“‘A GUIDE TO BIBLE STUDY” 


ON INSPECTION 
IN SEVEN PARTS—A YEAR'S WORK TO A PART. 


Part1l. Genesis to Ruth. 
Part 2. I Samuel to Nehemiah. bs unior Course. 
Part 3. The Gospel and The Acts. 
= a voce ie at sence Pa e "i 
art 5. ings to Nehemiah (portions o zs 
nine prophetical books) aigouged cone. te” 
Part 6. The Life of Christ ee ermediate”) 
Part 7. The Acts and The Epistles. J 
Paper, each Part . 5 =) KS 5 30 
Cloth, each Part 9 2 5 5 5, -60 
Parts 1-3 in one volume, cloth . a 1.25 
Parts 4-7 in one volume, cloth 5 = 1.50 


Descriptive pamphlet on request 


INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY, Box 123, Bloomfield, N.. 
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How to Have 


GOOD SUCCESS 


in 1917 


OIN the Bible Success Band, and learn a verse of Scripture daily; live it out, 

J and God’s Word promises that “Good Success” will be yours. The BIBLE 

SUCCESS BAND is a movement for learning a verse of Scripture daily, and 

is founded on Joshua 1: 8, where “Good Success” is promised without fail to those 
who meditate on God’s Word day and night, and obey its precepts. 

The “Good Success” promised is not simply spiritual success, but success in 
the multifarious affairs of daily life. Ina striking message to the Band members, 
Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, declares that to doubt the 
above is to discredit God’s Word. 


THE 1917 BOOKLET CONTAINS: 


1. An Illuminated Cover, in full colors and gold, like the old MISSAL work of the 
Middle Ages; also illuminated border on inside pages. 


2. The List of Verses to be memorized during 1917. 


3. Messages from Famous Men on the joy and value of memorizing the Word of 
God, together with their pictures and autograph signatures. 


Dr. Andrew Murray, Dr. J. H. Jowett, Dr. W. A. Sunday, Dr. Stuart Holden, Dr. Alexander Smellie 
With stirring words from, and pictures of, Dr. James M. Gray and Mr. Charles G. Trumbull 


The Booklet, with its illuminated cover and borders, is a work of art; and with 
its list of verses to be learned, and its messages from famous Christian leaders, 
forms a treasury of blessing for an entire year. 


Price of Booklets 12c. each, in lots of 10 or more; 15c. for a single copy 


THE pUND EY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street - - . Philadelphia, Pa. 
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American 
Notes. 


The Norwegian Lutherans 
are on the point of consoli- 
dating into an organization of 
500,000 members in the near future. At 
their conventions last summer the three 
church bodies—the United Church, the 
Norwegian Synod, and the Hauge Synod 
—adopted identical resolutions, forming 
the Norwegian Lutheran Church in 
America and providing for the transfer 
of their property to the new organization 
as soon as it is incorporated. Educa- 
tional and publication work will be 
united. It is hoped that Swedish, Danish, 
Finnish and Icelandic Lutheran churches 
will ultimately unite with the Norwegian 
Church. This would give to the Union 
Church the dignity and prestige of a 
membership of a million souls. 


The Rey. Mr. De Carlo, the director 
of the Italian Christian Institute, has 
lately taken over one of the five Italian 
weeklies of Chicago, J] Cittadino (The 
Citizen). In it he intends to teach and 
preach Christian citizenship. He has 
obtained financial aid for this enterprise 
from various large firms which employ 
Italian labor. 


The largest gift which the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Methodist Church 
has yet received is one of $220,864 from 
the late Mrs. Francesca Nast Gamble, 
the daughter of the late Dr. William 
Nast. In the distribution of this gift 
something over $50,000 is to be used in 
the erection of a Methodist headquarters 
in Budapest and an equal amount for 
headquarters in Petrograd. 


It is probable that our readers do not 
often run across the current literature 
of Unitarianism. As a sample it might 
not be fair to quote the following from 
a Christmas sermon of Mr. Rihbany, the 
successor of J. F. Clarke in Boston. And 
yet, we are told that its circulation has 
already reached over 3000 copies, so 
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that it perhaps may be taken as repre- 
sentative. Mr. Rihbany seems quite as 
much a Santa Clausian as a Christian. 
“Omit,” he says, “from its programme, the 
tree, the gifts, and the Santa Claus, and 
see how long Christmas would survive 
on the thin diet of the story of miracu- 
lous birth. Advertise next year that you 
will celebrate Christmas purely and 
simply on a theological basis, that what 
you intend to do is to read the story of 
miraculous birth to your audience, and I 
will advertise the usual Christmas pro- 
gramme, songs, poems, recitations by the 
children, stories, etc., with Santa Claus 
as a chief item, and we will see who 
would get the audience. When the good 
farmer returns home from town Christ- 
mas Eve, the joyous children rush to 
meet him at the gate, not because they 
are eager to hear him read the ‘geneal- 
ogy’ but to receive the expressions of 
his love in smiles and gifts.” 

Methodist Sunday schools in the 
United States contribute annually the 
splendid sum of $300,000 yearly to for- 
eign missions. 

The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 
enrolled last year in its day and evening 
classes 1717 pupils—1056 of whom were 
in residence. The correspondence de- 
partment had an enrollment of 3996. 
Thus the total number under the care 
of the Institute during the year was 
5913. The net cost of carrying on the 
great work was $176,943. The exten- 
sion department has greatly expanded 
throughout the country,—locating pas- 
tors, evangelists, missionaries, Gospel 
singers, deaconesses and other Christian 
workers and carrying on Bible confer- 
ences and evangelistic services with its 
own force. Plans are under considera- 
tion for erecting two more large build- 
ings. 

Mr. Arthur Hedstrom, prominent in 
the financial and social life of Buffalo, 
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has gone to Texas at his own expense 
to work as a volunteer Y. M. C. A. army 
secretary. Mr. Hedstrom is vice-presi- 
dentrot these tittalomy a View @e-\-ar 

The Crocker & McElwain paper manu- 
facturers of Holyoke, Mass., have con- 
tributed one and a quarter tons of Tokyo 
bond writing paper for the Army and 
Navy Y. M. C. A. This will provide for 
225,000 letters. 


Prof. Charles Bieler is giving in Mon- 
treal courses in the history of French 
Protestantism. One could wish that 
similar popular courses in general Refor- 
mation history might be given widely in 
American churches. 

Dr. De Witt, the dean of the Western 
Theological Seminary of the Episcopal 
Church, states that for many years the 
seminaries of his church have hardly 
supplied men enough for the ministry 
to meet the death rate of the clergy. 
“The disparity between the number of 
our parishes and of our clergy was 
larger by ninety last year than the year 
before. Bishops, particularly in the 
West and South, are seeking priests to 
fill vacancies. Wardens, distressed and 
discouraged, are writing to the semi- 
naries asking for assistance in finding a 
rector. Lay readers were never so nu- 
merous and in many places congregations 
are thus being trained to 
without the sacraments.” 


get along 


The Pension Fund for the ministry of 
the American Presbyterian Church now 
stands at $5,350,000, and it is expected 
that it will reach $6,000,000 before the 
next meeting of the general assembly. 
The yearly pension planned will be $500 
and for the widows of ministers, $300. 


The Colorado plan of allowing credit 
for Bible study in school courses was 
first devised by the Rey. Mr. Forward, 
pastor of the Baptist church of Greeley. 
As far back as 1911, 250 students in the 
State Teachers’ College, sixty of whom 
were Roman Catholics, took the course 
of Bible study on the Life of Christ, 
and since then the number has reached 
50 per cent of the student body. They 


are enrolled in classes in the nine differ- - 


ent church denominations of Greeley. 
One interesting consequence of this 


movement has been the development of 
skillful teachers in the churches,—over 
200 having engaged in the work. Cred- 
its are given for this study as for other 
study. The extension of this plan to 
the high schools of the state has been 
the joint undertaking of the Colorado 
State Teachers’ Association and the 
Colorado State Sunday School Association. 
The elective runs over four years; teach- 
ers are college graduates or the equiva- 
lent. The four courses given are entitled 
“Heroes and Leaders of Israel,’ “The 
Friends of Jesus,” “Biblical History and 
Literature,” “Bible Teachings and Social 
Applications.” 


The Second Bohemian Church of Chi- 
cago releases its pastor for one year and 
continues to pay the major part of his 
salary that he may go out and evan- 
eelize some untouched Bohemian fields 
in this country. 


There is a vigorous spirit of evan- 
gelism among the Baptists of eastern 
Cuba. A deaf-mute layman. is devoted 
in his efforts to reach other deaf-mutes 
with the Gospel. One of the members 
of the church at Guantanamo, before her 
conversion a spiritist and known as “a 
queen” of that persuasion, after a life 
of Christian consecration, left in her 
will $700 to the little church in which 
she found Christ. : 


The Evangelistic Committee of New 
York has, in the summer past, been con- 
ducting almost innumerable meetings in 
the open air in park, square and street 
corner. Dr. John McNeil of Denver has 
preached with power on Wall Street. A 
community tent on the far East Side has 
ministered for six weeks to the Bohe- 
mian and Slavic population. An edition of 
the Billy Sunday Hymn Book, entitled 
Ozivujici Pisne, has been used at these 
meetings. On the far upper West Side, 
in an area which has recently, added 
80,000 people to its population, although 
it is hardly four miles long and less than 
a mile wide, a ten-week tent campaign 
was carried on every night and Sunday 
afternoons. All the Protestant churches 
combined and preachers of national 
reputation assisted. There were con- 
versions at nearly every service. 
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By the will of the late Mr. Charles K. 
Smith of Philadelphia something like a 
million dollars has been left to the Pres- 
byterian Church for the erection and 
support of mission churches and schools 
in the United States and Mexico. 


Berea. Berea College, in the Kentucky 
; Mountains, is training the moun- 
tain doctor, preacher, lawyer, and teacher 
of the coming generation, but it is not 
neglecting the common people. Its task, 
in a large way, is to help the mountain 
communities take in one generation those 
steps of progress which have occupied four 
or five generations in the more favored 
parts of the country. For the backward in- 
dividual its mission is much the same. The 
mountains are full of young people who 
have passed their school years without 
proper schooling. For such there is a 
“Foundation School,” housed in three store 
buildings at Berea. It is attended by 400 
people above 15 years of age who could not 
well study with children in the district 
schools. “Many of them come from lead- 
ing families and are persons of exceptional 
ability. They march through the common 
branches at a great pace and we find 
geography and history as great mind- 
awakeners as any college branches. Num- 
bers of these Foundation School pupils 
pass on into the higher departments, but we 
intend that the boy or girl who stays with 
us for but a single term shall receive 
more of newness of life than a New 
York student gets by a trip to Europe. 
Five important things should happen: 

“In the first place, conversion—a com- 


ing into conscious harmony with the great 
Father. : 


“Second, signing the temperance pledge 
—a definite resolve not to toy with enslav- 
ing passions. 

“Third, the purchase of a Bible—the 
opening of the heart to the poetic and 
prophetic voices. 

“Fourth, the buying of a dictionary—the 
birth of the ideas of research, accuracy 
and definition. 

“And fifth, the subscribing to a news- 
paper, which means sympathetic fellowship 
with the doings of the present world. 

“Such a student goes back a liberalized, 
if not an educated, man, an advocate of 
education and progress in his home com- 
munity, and one who will cherish large 
aspirations for his children.” 

Can any school give a better account of 


its purposes and aims? 


Latin Miss Eleanor Blackmore, a 
American niece of the English novelist, 
Notes. is doing pioneer mission work 

< in Nicaragua, under American 
Baptist auspices. 


The Rev. Juan McCarthy, who in 1908 
undertook to evangelize the province of 
Baracoa, Cuba, in which there was at 
that time not known to be a single Prot- 
estant, reports more than forty mission 
stations in operation in the province. 
The people are hungry for the Gospel. 
“When a minister gets through his ser- 
mon they will hold a singing service, 
then a prayer meeting, then the pastor 
will be called on again to preach and 
so on, very often until the early hours of 
the morning.” One of the converts, 
Miss Lafita, is probably the most gifted 
woman speaker in Cuba. For several 
years she has been active in evangeliz- 
ing. A Pennsylvania Baptist layman is 
largely supporting this work in Baracoa. 


BEREA EXTENSION WORK. 
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A great revival is reported from the 
city of Mexico following on the preach- 
ing of Mr. de Roos, a Jewish Christian, 
if we are not mistaken. The crowds 
which gather are beyond the capacity of 
any hall. Seven hundred have accepted 
Christ,—250 of whom have asked for 
baptism at the Baptist Church. 


Pastor Guajardo of the Baptist Church 
of Ciudad Victoria, left seven months 
without pecuniary help, turned his back- 
yard into an improvised soap factory. 
The product he sold in the plazas and 
has thus pulled himself and family 
through these troubled times. 


Doctor Conwell, who for ten years has 
practised as a medical missionary in the 
city of Mexico under Baptist auspices, 
has moved his hospital to Puebla. Presi- 
dent Carranza put cars for the transpor- 
tation of his hospital outfit at his dis- 
posal without charge. When many 
Americans were planning to leave Mex- 
ico because of the political uncertainties, 
the Minister of War and the Governor of 
the State of Puebla each sent a special 
messenger to Doctor Conwell telling him 
not to be afraid, as he and his enterprise 
would have the fullest governmental 
protection. 


The industrial work 
Gi dae We, INE, (Cy AM 
began among railway 
men but it has already spread into many 


Y. M. C. A. Work 
For Miners. 


other fields. It is proving especially 
adapted to miners. The large coal opera- 
tives give it unqualified praise. “If I were 


starting a new operation to-day,” writes 
General Manager Cabell of the Carlin Coal 
Co., Decota, W. Va., “the Y. M. C. A. would 
be one of my first considerations. The 
results have far exceeded my expectations. 
Drinking has been reduced; gambling 
among the whites practically eliminated. 
The Sunday schools, Bible classes, and en- 
tertainments wherein the entire family par- 
ticipate, have unquestionably created a de- 
sire on the part of all for cleanliness.” 
Mr. Taggart of the Spruce River Coal Co., 
Ohio, writes: “The company and the men 
live as one big family. The best of good 
will prevails. I feel that our Y. M. C. A, is 
just as essential as our power plant.” 


The Association building for negro 
miners at Ramage, W. Va., has shower 
baths, locker-rooms, reading-room, pool- 
room, and assembly hall with moving pic- 
ture machine and piano. Soft drinks and 
ice cream are served. The building at 
Roslyn, Wash., was built by the joint con- 
tributions of operators and miners,—the 
last giving $6000 of the $10,000. It has 
swimming pool, gymnasium, first-aid room, 
a community library, etc. Coal Age says 
of this Association, “It would hardly be 
possible for an enterprising coal operator 
to investigate the miners’ Y. M. C. A. at 
Roslyn without feeling that his own people 
would be benefited by such an Association 
and his own prosperity enhanced.” In 
some of these mining Y. M. C. A.s instruc- 
tion in safety, first aid, newer methods of 
mining, sanitation and in English is given. 
Mining classes to prepare for state ex- 
aminations for positions as foremen and 
fire bosses are being held. These classes 
are sometimes extended into a three years’ 
course and are largely attended. There 
are also athletic meets and annual banquets 
at which all classes are represented, from 
breaker boys to the company president. 


A Jewish 
Believer. 


Forty-five years ago a Jew 
stepped into the Bible House in 
Constantinople to buy a Bible, 
because he could get the Old Testament 
in this way a dollar cheaper than through 
the Jewish Publication Society. He read 
the New Testament bound up with the 
Jewish Scriptures and was converted to 
Christ. His wife followed his example 
and for many years the two conducted in 
their store a volunteer Bible agency, selling 
the Scriptures in thirty-three different 
languages. Twenty-five’ years ago Mr. 
Selinger moved from the Near East to the 
Far West, engaging in business in San 
Francisco. His only passion was to preach 
Christ and to distribute the Scriptures, 
especially among the Jews. Two years ago 
he went to the San Francisco agency of the 
Bible Society and gave to the society a 
deed to all his property in the city, to be 
spent for the distribution of Bibles among 
the Jews throughout the world. Since then 


_he has made arrangements for a stone over 


his grave on the top of which is an open 
Bible in marble. On the one side has been 
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inscribed “Jehovah Our Righteousness”; 
on the other, “Jesus Our Righteousness.” 
The burial place is in the Cypress Lawn 
Cemetery just across a small hedge from 
the Jewish cemetery. Mr. Selinger de- 
sires that his grave, after his death, shall 
preach Christ to his fellow Jews from an 
open Bible. He also wishes to refute the 
Jewish saying that a Jew, if a Christian 
for a hundred years, always ultimately re- 
lapses from Christ. 


A Christian 
Scholar. 


A brief sketch in the Chris- 
tian of the activities of Dr. 
Rendel Harris reveals a per- 
sonality of great usefulness. In his earlier 
days Professor Harris distinguished him- 
self as a mathematician, taking high honors 
in that subject at the University of Cam- 
bridge and being elected fellow of Clare 
College. Contact with the writings of the 
Mystics, however, turned his thoughts into 
other channels. It became his ambition to 
know God directly and experimentally and 
his search brough him into relation with 
the Cambridge Society of Friends. After 
some years as professor of New Testament 
Greek and Paleography at Johns Hop- 
kins,—at which time he published the Did- 
aché, or Teaching of the Apostles, a re- 
cently discovered sub-Apostolic document, 
—he taught theology at Haverford College, 
Pa. Then followed voyaging to the Near 
East, first after early Christian MSS. in the 
monasteries (rewarded by the discovery of 
the Syrian version of that long-lost early 
Christian apologetic, “The Apology of 
Aristides”) ; later on a mission of help to 
the massacred Armenians of 1896. This 
latter ministry was repeated in 1903 when 
the Harris Orphan Home was established 
in one of the bereaved districts. After an- 
other period of teaching in Cambridge Uni- 
versity—the chair of theology in the Uni- 
versity of Leyden, we may add, was also 
offered to him—Doctor Harris was chosen 
to act as the head of the newly founded 
Friends’ Settlement at Woodbrooke. This 
was organized and financed by Messrs. 
Joshua Rowntree and George Cadbury as a 
_ training school for religious workers in the 
Society of Friends. It was designed to 
give, in the most congenial and happy en- 
vironment, intellectual and spiritual instruc- 
tion to lay workers. The foundation has 


proved the wisdom of its founders. In the 
course of some years it has also become 
the center of a group of allied interests,— 
Kingsmead, the training center of the 
Friends’ Foreign Missionary Association ; 
Bircroft, the Adult School Settlement; 
West Hill, the model Sunday school train- 
ing center; and Carey Hall, a training 
home for women missionaries of all the 
English Free Churches. 


The Wisdom In the current number 
and the Word. of the Expositor, Pro- 

fessor Harris traces the 
foreshadowings of the Prologue to John’s 
Gospel in the pean to Creative Wisdom 
in the eighth of Proverbs (ver. 22-30). 
Jesus is called in Scripture “the Wisdom of 
God and the Power of God.” ‘He has be- 
come unto us Wisdom.” In Luke xi. 49 the 
Wisdom of God is personified and de- 
scribed as sending prophets and wise men 
for rejection by the scribes and Pharisees. 
In the Sapiential, or Wisdom Books (The 
Wisdom of Solomon, the Wisdom of 
Jesus the Son of Sirach), Wisdom is con- 
ceived, just as in John the Word is con- 
ceived, as the co-ruler and attendant of 
the Creator) (“With Thee and aware of 
Thy works and present with Thee at the 
world’s awakening,” Wisdom of Solomon 
ix. 9). This ninth chapter of the Wisdom 
of Solomon is a pendant to the eighth of 
Proverbs, occupying an intermediate posi- 
tion between Proverbs and John. ‘The 
chapter opens— 


“QO God of our Fathers and Lord of 
Thy Mercy 

Who hast made all things by Thy Word 

And hast ordained man by Thy Wisdom.” 


The chapter closes with a parallelism be- 
tween Wisdom and the Holy Spirit. 


“Who knowest Thy counsel 
Unless Thou givest Wisdom 
And sendest Thy Holy Spirit from on 
high?” 


Doctor Harris finds support for his theory 
in the so-called Testimonia, very early writ- 
ings, the aim of which was to convince the 
Jews of Christ’s claims. In the Testimonia 
which Cyprian has preserved, after quoting 
1 Cor. i. 24, in which Christ is described 
as “the wisdom of God,” the text con- 
tinues, “It says in the person of Wisdom, 
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that is to say, of the Son, ‘when He pre- 
pared the Heaven I was there by Him and 
I was the one in whom he delighted; every 
day was I joying before His face.” In 
Colossians Paul quotes from the Wis- 
dom of Sirach, transferring the term 
‘Firstborn of every creature’ from Wis- 
dom to Christ. The words with which 
Sirach describes Wisdom (chapter xxiy.), 
“In every people and every race I had the 
primacy,” are also suggestive of the expres- 
sion in Colossians “that in all things he 
might have the preeminence.” Thus the 
praises of Wisdom in the eighth of Prov- 
erbs and elsewhere are seen to underlie not 
only the Prologue of John but the great 
Christological passage of Paul in Colos- 
sians i. 15-18. 


For Prayer 
Book Revision. 


An influentially signed 
memorial has been pre- 
sented to the General Con- 
vention of the Episcopal Church asking 
for a thoroughgoing revision of the Book 
of Common Prayer. It is pointed out that 
the last century has brought into the life 


of the Christian Church many new awak- ' 


enings. There has been a great missionary 
revival. “When we consider seriously the 
millions unconverted to Christ, how can 
we rest satisfied with the church which 
Sunday after Sunday, except when the 
prayer for missions is used, never but 
feebly reminds itself of its true character? 
Until the idea of the church as one sent 
is embodied in every office of prayer and 
praise we shall not do what God requires 
at our hands for humanity’s sake.” Further, 
the social conscience of Christians is being 
quickened and that fact should find. its 
reflection in the prayer book. “We desire 
to have our social liturgy enriched with 
prayers which declare that the Kingdom 
of God has already come; that it is on 
earth, growing like a seed, and that it will 
come on earth in perfect splendor when 
man’s will and purpose become one with 
the Father’s. We desire also to have 
prayers for specific needs of those who are 
at work for the Kingdom, for faith, cour- 
age, patience, hope, enthusiasm and energy. 
Nor should the value of spontaneous utter- 
ance in prayer be neglected. Provision 
should be made at the proper psychological 
points in the service for such utterance.” 


A prayer book for present-day Christians 
should also reflect the more accurate Bib- 
lical knowledge of our time. “Is there 
any good reason why our liturgy which 
was compiled before the days of modern 
scholarship should not be revised in the 
light of this knowledge? Why should we 
continue to use in the opening sentences 
of the Burial Office quotations from the 
Book of Job which scholarship declares 
are misquotations and which are mislead- 
ing as well? We know to-day the Roman 
custom to which St. Paul referred when 
he declared that we were in baptism ac- 
knowledged by God to be His sons. Is there 
not serious harm done to teach children 
in the Catechism and their parents in the 
Office of Baptism that by baptism they are 
made children of God? These misconcep- 


‘tions based on ignorance of the Apostle’s 


figure should be eliminated from both 
Catechism and Baptismal Office as they 
were left out of the first revision of the 
American book.” 


Other Con- 
siderations. 


“Students of the Christian 
liturgies have pointed out that 
the Greek liturgy differs fun- 
damentally from the Latin Mass in its 
recognition of the goodness of God in the 
visible world and in its appreciation of the 
beauty and joy of the whole creation. 
Our liturgy, derived as it is largely from 
the Latin church, has failed to emphasize 
that ‘God is light, and in him is no dark- 
ness at all,’ and that we are ‘children of 
the light. For one reminder of our high 
destiny as heirs of God there are many 
reminders that we are ‘miserable offend- 
ers’ and our children are ‘conceived and 
born in sin,’ 

“Our day is witnessing an exodus of 
many members from all communions into 
forms of mind-cure religion which show, 
to the exclusion of all other truths, ‘as he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he.’ Our undue 
emphasis upon human nature as ‘vile 
earth,’ and ‘miserable sinners’ in whom is 
‘no health’ is partly responsible, we are con- 
vinced, for this religious reaction. There 
are in some parishes ‘missions of healing’ 
with services which have been found by 


‘physicians and patients to be effective 


means of restoring the mind and body to 
health. From the experience of these par- 


ony 
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ishes the liturgy of the church may receive _ 


enrichment and helpful revision.” 

In order to avoid the heartburnings 
which the ironclad insistence on uniform 
use of the prayer book by the differing 
elements in the Episcopal church, the adop- 
tion of a rubric is urged “to the effect that 
the use of the book is to be optional with 
the individual congregation. This recog- 
“nition by the church of the need and 
legality of diversity will tend to remove 
the charges of disloyalty and produce a 
greater harmony and more genuine unity. 
How can we consistently and effectively 
plead for the unity of Christendom until 
we have shown the world that we have 
attained unity among ourselves?” 


A Family Exodus 
From Rome. 


L’Aurore, the French 
Canadian Protestant 
organ of Montreal, 
prints a letter which is worth reproducing. 
It was written to a pastor in New England. 
After some preliminary lines the writer 
begins: 

“I must tell you who I am. You will 
recall, I think, that the last time you passed 
through Waterville, a little man named 
Gosselin made your acquaintance and 
visited, from time to time, your meetings. 
I am happy to say that I am that little 
man—J. O. Gosselin—and that I was bap- 
tized nearly four years ago, at the hands 
of M. Leonard Therrien of Grande Ligne, 


and that Madame Gosselin, who was once. 


so rude to you, was baptized two years ago, 


with the eldest of our daughters, by Doctor: 


Therrein of Montreal. 
_ “Of ten children we have had, nine have 
left the Church of Rome. I have led with 
me into the Church of Christ twenty-five 
persons in all—_my wife, our children, 
grandchildren, and other relatives, and we 
are all happy and prosperous. After God, 
it is to you and Madame Cayer that I 
owe the joy of release from the chains of 
Satan and of his lieutenant of Rome. Mme. 
Gosselin begs me to ask you to pardon her 
for the rude reception she gave you. She 
desires to see you again to ask forgiveness 
and witness to you her gratitude for the 
good words of evangelical truth which you 
brought to her heart and which were the 
occasion of her speedy conversion. If you 
ever come this way, it would be our great- 
est pleasure to see you.” 


A correspondent in the 
Bombay Guardian writes of 
Edward Cornelius, who for 
48 years labored among the Santals of 


Illustrations 
of Grace. 


India. He was the son of a tanner in 
Herndsand, Sweden. Going to sea as a 
lad, he fell into dissolute habits, but a 
tract of Bishop Ryle made a deep impres- 
sion upon him. One day at sea the Spirit 
of God so strove with him that he crept 
away under one of the boat decks and 
cried to God for mercy. When he arose 
he was a new creature in Christ Jesus 
and began to tell others of the Saviour 
he had found. When the ship reached 
Calcutta he decided to leave the sea to 
preach Christ to the natives of India. 
Trusting God for his daily bread, he 
started. on foot, following the railway 
line to Rampur Hant, where he met some 
of his fellow countrymen who were mis- 
sionaries. He remained with them for 
five years, after which he settled at 
Jamtara, beginning the work there in 
1873. Much pioneering was done and 
the one mission station has become 
seven, with a band of European and In- 
dian workers. 

Eight years ago a Jewish peddler in 
Memphis, Tenn., Sam Bass, was con- 
verted and began to preach Christ to his 
fellow Jews. This cost him his family 
and friends and subjected him to ostra- 
cism, insult and personal violence. Four 
years ago he began to build a church for 
Christian work among his own people 
and put into it all his peddler’s savings, 
$1100. Now it is finished, a testimony 
to the devotion of this Jewish Christian 
and to the power of the Spirit. Mr. Bass 
was in early years a drunkard and a 
gambler. 

Mr. Wilson Geller of Siaokan tells the 
story of Lo Chao Lung, a Chinese Chris- 
tian of his city. In his heathen days this 
man was famous for the prayers against 
drought and other catastrophes which he 
put up in the temples. He would spend 
days on his face in this work of interces- 
sion and was in much demand among 
the people for this ministry. In 1887 he 
strayed into a chapel of the English 
Congregationalist Mission, was con- 

.vinced of the truth, and soon after was 
baptized. Unable to write and scarcely 
able to read, he immediately started in 
preaching. When he began his work 
there was not a single Christian in his 
county. Now, after 28 years, there are 
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ten churches in this same county, the 
direct result of his evangelistic work. 

But -Lo Chao Lung has another and 
unique ministry besides this of aggres- 
sive evangelism. He has become a sort 
of walking dispensary of the simpler 
remedies, doing incalculable good by as- 
sisting those sick who are outside the 
reach of other medical agencies. The hill 
people among whom he travels are 
choleric in temperament and often seek 
to injure one another by opium suicide, 
on the theory that their spirit presence 
after death will annoy the hated neigh- 
bor. All this leads to feuds and disas- 
trous lawsuits. Mr. Lo has come into 
this atmosphere of mutual suspicion and 
hostility with his Christian persuasive- 
ness and in the course of his life as an 
evangelist has saved from suicide over a 
thousand despairing or hate-inspired 
Chinese. Now he is the honored friend 
of the whole countryside. 


Brief Notes Pastor Correvon of the 
from Abroad. French Church in Frank- 

fort has been preaching to 
French-speaking prisoners in German 
camps. In one great camp he could get 


together 300 French Protestants and 
Belgians of the Belgian Missionary 
Church. These were mostly converts,— 
miners and glass-workers from the Bor- 
inage and other parts of industrial Bel- 
gium. They are described by him as 
loyal Christians, warm in their evangeli- 
cal belief,—indeed, more so than “many 
of the cold and hard children of the 
French Huguenots whom it has proved 
difficult to get to the services.” 


The American Methodist Mission in 
Italy is planning to erect new buildings 
for its splendidly useful college in Rome. 
These will be built on Monte Mario and 
will be as a city on a hill in more senses 
than one. The site has already been 
secured. Below is the planned group of 
halls. The Italian Methodist pastors are 
making a remarkable showing of service 
and sacrifice in these critical war-time 
days. They are exhibiting a dauntless 
spirit, keeping their churches agoing, 
sharing their little with the hungry, car- 
ing for refugees, evangelizing the troops, 
distributing Gospels. Pastor Bazoli is 
doing heroic work in the Venice Indus- 
trial Institute, feeding and shepherding 
homeless, starving street boys. ; 
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The aged Ludovic Vulicevic, an evan- 
gelist of the Waldensians, recently 
passed away in the German-Swiss hospi- 
tal in Naples. M. Vulicevic was a Ser- 
vian, in early life a Roman Catholic, at 
one time secretary to a high dignitary 
of the Vatican. By the study of the 
Scriptures he was converted to the 
evangelical faith. -For many years he 
served as an evangelist in Italy. By his 
writings he also carried on a remarkable 
religious work among his own country 
people in Servia. These writings were 
so esteemed as to win for their author 
membership in the Academy of Sciences 
in Belgrade. M. Vulicevic was rather 
lecturer than pastor and his mission was 
especially to the educated. These he 
gathered into groups for instruction and 
discussion. His dying words were, 
“Lord, into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” The representztive of the Ser- 
vian government in Rome arranged that 
he should be buried at government ex- 
pense and that his body should, when 
peace is restored, be transferred from 
the English cemetery in Naples to his 
native Servia. 


Protestantism was first brought to the 
Madeira Islands by a physician of the 
Scotch Established Church in 1838. 
Later, persecutions arose and nearly 1200 
Christians were forced to leave the is- 
lands. Protestant worship ceased alto- 
gether. Later still, the Rev. William Smart 
- carried on a Seamen’s Home and Mission 
and in 1898 this work was incorporated 
by Bishop Hartzell into an organized 
mission on the islands. For a number of 
years the missionaries were exposed to 
much abuse, seldom walking to the 
church without exciting shouting, the 
‘beating on. tin cans, the blowing of 
buccinas and even stone throwing. Every 
Bible and Testament found by the cleri- 
cals was burned: With the proclamation 
of the Portuguese Republic, however, the 
priests lost their political influence and 
persecution has ceased. 


The Rt. Hon. T. J. Ferens of Hull, 
England, the new president of the 
World’s Sunday School Association, is 


described as the John Wanamaker of 
England because of his activities in Sun- 
day school lines. The Brunswick Metho- 
dist Sunday school of which he has been 
in charge for 42 years has a membership 
of 2500. During Parliamentary sessions 
Mr. Ferens travels from London to Hull 
each Friday, returning Monday morning, 
—about 200 miles each way,—in order to 
superintend his school on Sunday and 
conduct the young people’s service on 
Sunday evening. Mr. Ferens is the chief 
director of an industrial firm with a capi- 
tal of £2,000,000. When he entered the 
business. fifty years ago he was practi- 
cally penniless. He has made many 
benefactions to his city, among them a 
Home for Rest for Old People. 


The English Cardinal Bourne, in open- 
ing a Catholic center at the Richmond 
Camp, took occasion to speak kindly of 
the Yo M. ©. A. Ee remarked’ that he 
would like again that day to pay the 
same tribute that he had already paid in 
the past to the magnificent work that 
had been done for the soldiers all over 
thesworlde byethe, You GAs rte) bad 
reason to know how helpful they had 
been to their Catholic soldiers and what 
efforts had been made by the Association 
to meet those needs which came so sud- 
denly upon the nation. 


There is a Greek Protestant Church at - 
Salonica under the pastoral leadership of 
M. Mihezopoulos. It has been during 
the war a center of evangelization for 
Servian refugees and also a church home 
for the numerous French Protestant offi- 
cers, soldiers, and nurses connected with 
the French army of occupation. 


A Madrid daily states that at the 
present time there are 321 petitions for 
the canonization of dead Catholic per- 
sonalities. Five of these prospective 
saints are from the African continent, 10 


from North America, 13 from South 
America, 10 from Asia, and 281 from 
Europe. Two belong to the eleventh 


century. The others are scattered down 
through the intervening years, the final 
one having died in our own century. 
Each of these petitions is accompanied 
with a large sum of money. 


THE MISSION FIELD. 


Filipino Methodism. The last mission 
report of the American Methodist Church 
gives striking pictures of the old supersti- 
tions of the Filipino and of the new re- 
ligious faith which is ever more firmly 
rooting itself in the islands. At the Roman 
Church in Obanda one correspondent 
bought an assortment of wax figures, of 
hands, feet, eyes and ears, being assured 
by the women who sold them that had he 
any ache or deformity of any kind it would 
be made whole by. burning the correspond- 
ing wax figure before an image of the Vir- 
gin. With him was an American who had 
lost two toes. When he complained that 
the receipt did not work, the seller ap- 
peared greatly surprised but refused to re- 
fund. 

One of the Methodist pastors was for- 
merly a swindler and high-salaried official 
of the erstwhile Filipino Republic. Then 
he found Christ and gave up all to do the 
work of an evangelist on $7 a month, 
supporting wife and four children, too. 
He is preaching a Gospel which makes 
saints from sinners. He keeps two boxes 
with souvenirs of his ministry. The one 
contains a bag of bricks and stones which 
have been thrown on his entering various 
towns to preach. In the second are little 
steel blades, each about three inches long 
and sharp as a razor,—the weapons of the 
rooster in the cockpit. Scores of men who 
have heard the Word have repented and 
killed their fighting cocks. Those who 
have been rich enough to own tari (spurs) 
have brought them to Pedro. No wonder 
the people have been allowed to tear up 
the church tiles to stone the preacher, for 
the priest is the largest stockholder in the 
local cockpit. 

The Filipino Methodist preachers are in- 
sistent on high moral standards for their 
people. During the quadrennium a young 
preacher was guilty of immorality under 
what some felt to be extenuating circum- 
stances: When it was proposed to allow 
him to preach again the Conference leaders 
with practical unanimity burst out with: 


“No, he has disgraced the church and if we . 


permit this the people will think that we 
are just like the friars. Protestantism is a 


pure religion and we must maintain its rep- 
utation for purity before the people.” 


More of Filipino Zeal. These Metho- 
dist preachers in the islands are denying 
themselves to send the Word to other parts 
of the archipelago. Tithing their $7 a 
month salaries and collecting what they 
could from their flocks, they were just 
able some years ago to provide for a mis- 
sionary. The next year the preachers and 
people of that province supported two 
missionaries instead of one, and the neigh- 
boring province, having caught the con- 
tagion, was also financing one. This year 
these two provinces will support five mis- 
sionaries and still another province puts an 
additional one in the field. This is a purely 
Filipino movement. All the missionary 
furnishes is suggestion and advice. The 
money is collected by Filipino preachers, 
paid to a Filipino treasurer, and by him 
turned over to the support of the Filipino 
missionaries. 

It should be said that the Church of 
Rome has undertaken a great house-clean- 
ing which is correcting many of the abuses 
of former days. Filipino Catholic students, 
after finishing their training in the islands, 
are sent to Rome for advanced instruction. 
Already some of these young priests have 
returned and are being sent into the prov- 
inces where the Roraan Church has fallen 
most into decay. Great sums of money 
have been collected in America and else- 
where to restore ruined churches and to 
build schools and hospitals. Yet all this 
has not yet interfered with the progress of 
evangelical religion. In the past year, says 
our Methodist report, covering but little 
over eight months, more than five thousand 
conversions were reported, and these might 
as well have been ten or twenty thousand, 
had we the mission force to train and lead 
the native workers. 


In Grateful Recognition. An interest-_ 


ing memorial to missionaries in Kiating, 
Szechuan, West China, appears in the No- 
vember number of Missions. A great fire 


broke out and threatened to destroy the 


city. The Chinese seemed helpless until a 
few missionaries organized them and with 


The Mission Field. 11 


the aid of antiquated hand pumps “of the 
kind used in the London Great Fire of 
1660” finally got the conflagration under 
control. The reporter describes the 2000 
citizens on the city wall shouting encour- 
agement and directions to the fifteen na- 
tives and two foreigners who were facing 
the flames. Under missionary guidance a 
society of the gentry has been formed to 
place about the city up-to-date pumps in 
order to prevent future dangers. The Me- 
morial reads in part as follows: 


Written In Praise of the Missionaries 
of the Baptist Mission in the Affair of 
Fighting a Bad Fire. 


We have already read Si Ma Chien’s 
“The Affairs of the Prince of Wei” (100 
B. C.). There was a guest who said to this 
prince, “If a man expends virtue on your 
behalf, do not forget it.” 

Last year, in the twelfth month, the city 
of Kiating suddenly incurred fire. The 
wind was fierce. The fire-fighters, gazing 
upon the flames, were scared stiff. While 
they stood paralyzed, the English and 
American pastors ran to the scene of ex- 
citement, climbed onto the roofs and threw 
down inflammable materials. On River 
Street the houses, thick as teeth on a comb, 
were saved. Mr. suffered injury to his 
face. The bystanders exclaimed at his sus- 
tained strength and said, “The energy 
shown in this risky affair we do not pos- 
sess.” 

I marvel also that although these for- 


eigners owned no goods or houses in the 
danger zone nor were in the least concerned 
yet they ran to do this public service. They 
earnestly looked upon the dangers of other 
people as if it were the urgent pain of their 
own skins. Yu the Great (2205 B. C.) and 
Gih, seeing men drowning or starving, 
pitied them as though they were in the 
same suffering. A man of the Sung dynasty 
said, “He who does a deed with no pros- 
pect of gain and yet doing it, such an one 
is righteous.” 

These gentlemen powerfully and mod- 
estly refused to attend a feast because they 
claim this is a small matter and without 
virtue. Yen Dzi, a disciple of Confucius, 
said, “I have no virtuous deeds nor have I 
exerted myself to any extent.” I see these 
people are like Yen Dzi. After this for a 
long time none of us can forget the gal- 
lantry of these gentlemen. “If a man ex- 
pends virtue on your. behalf, do not forget 
it.’ Our hearts and those of everyone ac- 
cord with this. 

Presented by the Scholars and Merchants 
of Kiating, 3d month, 21st day, 1916. 


Christ and the Coolies. A new work 
has been begun in the leading commer- 
cial city of North China which deserves 
the sympathetic codperation of Ameri- 
can Christians. This is the Shanghai 
Mission to ’Ricksha men of which Mr. 
George Matheson (1 Jin Kee Road, 
Shanghai) is the founder. Men of this 
occupation in Chinese cities represent 
unskilled labor in one of its most un- 
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CHINESE SCHOOL CHILDREN. 


favored phases. Constant running in 
summer exhausts the system; exposure 
in winter streets with insufficient food 
and clothing completes the process of 
physical depletion and too often when 
sickness comes the hopeless coolie has 
no resource but to crawl into some ob- 
scure corner to die as the beast dies. 
To help such despairing men is the 
object of the refuge for ’ricksha men. 
The Chinese workers seek such cases in 
the places where coolies congregate, in- 
quire about the sick, injured, and utterly 
destitute, invite all to the halls in Ala- 
baster and Kashing Roads, and explain 
that every genuine case of distress will 
receive relief. It is pathetic to note 
that so deeply rooted in the coolie’s mind 
is the outcast feeling that it is hard 
to persuade him that the Hall of Benev- 
olence, as they call it, is free to him, 
but a few good meals of hot rice given 
to a sick or hungry coolie, a corner of 
a hall to lie down in with a mat and 
quilt for a bed, are convincing argu- 
ments and when, as so often, needful 
medical treatment is added, the convic- 
tion is complete. When the imperative 
physical needs are attended to, religious 
instruction is given and the hitherto 
unenlightened mind begins to realize 


wider hopes than it had ever before 
known. 

The constituency of need is large. In 
the Kashing district alone there is a 
floating population of about 10,000 
coolies. Arrangements are made with 
the rice soup shops in this and other 
districts to supply meals on _ presenta- 
tion of tickets issued by the Mission. 
These tickets are supplied to destitute 
coolies at all the gatherings in the halls 
and distributed with discretion all over 
the settlements by the Chinese workers. 
Incredible though it appear, the Mission 
has not had, any begging on the part of 
the coolies to contend with. The price 
for a basin of rice is only one cent. 

The Sunday schools connected with 
the Mission have 1000 names on their 
books. There is also a day school free 
to ’ricksha coolies and their children, 
with a large number of pupils. These 
children are keen witted from the sharp- 
ening experiences of gamin life and very 
teachable. The women and girls of the 
community also receive helpful atten- 
tion. For the care of sick and injured 
coolies the Shantung Road Hospital and 
the Red Cross General Hospital codper- 
ate with the ’Ricksha Mission without 
charging for services. 
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The Changing Order. One of the 
most striking contrasts which has recently 
fallen within our observation comes from 
Delhi, the old capital city of the Mogul 
emperors. In the group of splendid build- 
ings which these architect rulers erected 
for themselves and their entourage is one 
called Kalan Mahal, the Great Palace, built 
by a Mogul Prince for his prime minister. 
This was rented during a month by the 
American Methodist Mission in India for 
a summer school for Indian Christian 
workers. On July 15 about fifty families 
from all parts of the Delhi district moved 
into the old palace. They remained until 
August 16. The summer school is a Bible 
school, an Indian Northfield and Chautau- 
qua combined, a Chaudri school, a singing 
school, and a kindergarten. From 6.30 in 
fhe morning till 6.30 at night, with three 
hours’ rest in the middle of the day,—for 
it was hot weather,—the old palace was 
alive with Christian activity. About fifty 
Chaudris, or village elders, attended school 
at their own expense. The class for them 
was in session most of the day and often 
till midnight. How they sang and prayed 
and studied! They gave a Passion Play 
with wooden cross and spikes, a crown 
made of iron spikes, a scourge of chains 
and bits of iron, and a spear. They told 
the story of Christ’s sufferings and death 
in weird songs full of pathos and power. 
India’s heart is reached with song. 

This Christian school for converted out- 
castes, in the palace of the Mohammedan 
Moguls, should be placed beside the Chris- 
tian services at the Altar of Heaven in the 
Chinese Holy of Holies at Peking as em- 
blematical of the Christian conquest of 
Asia which is going on before our eyes. 


Other Contrasts. One comes upon 
_ them constantly, these contrasts between 
the old faiths with their cruel superstition 
and the new. A Methodist missionary who 
distributes Scriptures to the pilgrims at the 
Ganges says: 

“During a mela the people pressed to get 
into the river to bathe and wash away their 
sins. Crocodiles came up and, in sight of 
all, carried away five of the bathers. With 
the screams of these poor unfortunates 
still ringing in their ears others still dared 
to go down into the water. ‘For,’ as one 
old woman put it, ‘I have come from so 
far and now I cannot go back until I have 
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washed away my sins, even if I do risk be- 
ing caught by the crocodiles.’ The pur- 
pose of this pilgrimage was deliverance 
from the sin of farmers who had killed 


insects and worms when they plowed their 
fields.” : 


How different this picture which Mr. 
Clancy of the same Mission gives: 


“We have no buildings in Delhi but we 
are building a temple to God out of living 
stones. On a recent journey I had to wait 
at a junction for a train. While washing 
the dust of travel from me I talked with a 
sweeper boy who was cleaning up the wait- 
ing-room. To my query if he were a Chris- 
tian he replied affirmatively. ‘Do you know 
the ten commandments?’ He repeated them 
correctly. Then as I patted him on the 
shoulder he said: ‘I can read the Bible; I 
know the story of Christ and pray to Him 
and obey Him every day. I can write and 
read letters in Persian characters.’ He is 
only a little scavenger, but he knows the 
Lord and loves Him and is working his 
way up out of the darkness in which his 
fathers have lived for ages. He is a type 
of the people among whom our mission has 
had wonderful success. “The Methodist 
preacher of this town,’ said the boy, ‘came 
out of my old caste and I am studying 
nights, after my day’s work is done, so that 
I may be able to do a better kind of work 
than sweeping.’ That is the fire that is 
burning in the hearts of thousands of out- 
castes. It isnot so much the hope of heaven 
by and by which is attracting these people 
to Christ as a better life here—freedom 
from caste slavery, a chance to lead a de- 
cent life, and hope for their children. 
There is no hope for them in Hinduism 
or Mohammedanism and they know it. 
There is hope in Christ.” 


Brief Mission Notes. The Christians 
of Fukien Province are taking up tree 
planting with enthusiasm. Nearly a 
thousand persons were present at a meet- 
ing in Foochow to initiate the work. 
Prayer was offered and among the 
hymns sung were “A Hymn to Affores- 
tation” and “An Arbor Day Hymn.” 


Swedish Methodists have built a hos- 
pital at Wonju, Korea, with seventeen 
beds, at a cost of $5425. Here is a case 
from its records. A woman, very poor, 
was relieved of a large tumor. To show 
her gratitude she came back when she 
had regained strength, to do sewing for 
the hospital without pay. She also be- 
came a Christian and has brought hus- 
band, mother and a neighbor into the 
Church. 
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The Japanese Church is beginning to 
develop large givers. An almnus of the 
Methodist College in Tokyo has come 
forward with a gift of 150,000 yen to pro- 
vide much-needed buildings for that in- 
stitution; alumni of the Doshisha Col- 
lege (Congregationalist) have collected 
300,000 yen ($150,000) for an endowment 
fund. Baron Morimura, a wealthy Chris- 
tian, is personally financing Mr. Kimura, 
the Japanese evangelist, and his assist- 
ants on their evangelistic tour in the 
Hokkaido. 


There is a church in the Corisco pres- 
bytery of the American Presbyterian 
Mission in West Africa (Kameruns) 
which has grown up in the two years 
of warfare all about it, that now numbers 
937 members. It holds services at fifty- 
nine points and during this last year has 
raised, out of extreme poverty, over 
$2000 for its work. 


Sir John Seeley, the historian, used to 
emphasize the enormous social value 
which the observance of Sunday has 
been to the race. We get a suggestion 
of this fact from a missionary among the 
Melanesian peoples of the South Seas. 


“The observance of Sunday,” he says, 
“plays no unimportant part in the re- 
sistance to disease. Sunday is a day not 
only of rest but also of cleanliness. In 
a Christian village Saturday is observed 
as a day for cleaning out houses and 
sweeping the whole village, while Sun- 
day is begun by a thorough personal 
clean-up such as would be impossible on 
a week morning. Moreover, the pigs 
and other livestock are prevented by a 
palisade from approaching the church 
and schoolhouse. It is seldom long be- 
fore this palisade is extended so as to 
include most of the houses. ‘Thus, in- 
directly, Christianity encourages cleanli- 
ness of the individual and of the com- 
munity, which must assist the general 
health of the people.” 


A French missionary correspondent of 
the Journal des Missions mentions falling 
in with an emigrant from Hindustan to 
Madagascar,—Mohammedan by faith,— 
who came to him for explanation of 
Christian Science literature which he had 
in Gujerati, with English notes. So far 
has the prophetess of Sanbornton, N. H., 
traveled! The Frenchman in making 
this entry exclaims, “What odds and 


ends does not a missionary’s notebook 
contain!” 


The Indian Interpreter prints a remark- 
able tribute of the Parsi scholar, Pro- 
fessor Wadia, to the influence of Chris- 
tianity in India. He says: 


“A new conception of the universe is 
being slowly driven home into the minds 
of Indians, a conception which gives a 
new value to human life and human per- 
sonality. The world is not a hindrance 
to spiritual development; it is God’s 
world, projected and organized for the 
disciplining of His children. Pain and 
suffering are not in themselves accept- 
able to God; the Father in Heaven is not 
jealous of His children’s joy but rejoices 
in the communication of happiness..... 
All the religious movements of the day, 
liberal or reactionary, have adopted this 
new conception of life and work; all 
alike have been using the methods of 
work Of Chiistiam missions... aemaent 
is difficult to say what the future may 
bring with it, but whatever it be in the 
religious life of India, the idea of human 
personality and its intrinsic value, the 
dignity of life and of work, the spiritual 
relationship between man and God will 
be the common heritage of the nations 
and communities, linking them together 
in a common life; and this heritage will 
be the free gift of Christianity.” 


Mr. Robert Cunningham reports to the 
American Bible Society the activities -of 
a blind colporteur at Ching Teh Chen, a 
great Chinese pottery center, who during 
a single month sold one hundred New 
Testaments and one thousand Gospels. 


A missionary visiting the most famous 
temple in Kiangsi, China, says of the pil- 
grimages thither: 


“Immediately before the idol, crowds 
of worshipers assembled,—men, women 
and children from many centers near and 
distant. These prostrated themselves on 
a granite pavement, drawing lots. Aprons 
worn by many indicated that they be- 
longed to various idolatrous societies. 
Two sacrificial furnaces in the shape of 
pagodas, some twenty feet high, received 
basketfuls of paper money, incense 
sticks, candles, crackers, incense wood, etc. 
Hangers-on rushed to these furnaces and 
hauled out, with long poles, what they 
could rescue from the fire as plunder—to 
sell again. Very many of the worshipers 
had bumps raised on their foreheads 
through bumping so earnestly on the 
granite blocks. We had free access with 


‘our books, and one or two of the priests 


were not unwilling to listen to our 
preaching.” 
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American Methodists are initiating 
successful industrial educational work in 
Borneo. One method of financing it is 
both novel and practical. The Sitiawan 
Industrial School is deriving revenue 
from rubber trees planted in 1910. 
Nearly 20 acres are beginning to bear 
and the income will go to the support of 
boys whose families are unable to pay 
the usual boarding fee. Thirty more 
acres are to be planted with rubber and 
cocoanut. The Sitiawan village schools 
are assisted from revenue which comes 
from 10 acres of rubber. This is known 
as the Church Lot. The Bukit Lan 
(Sarawak) Industrial School has 250 
acres of land and lots are being assigned 
to students to cultivate. In four or five 
years an income is expected from this 
source. 


Among the Chinese emigrants in 
Borneo idolatry—even among non-Chris- 


tians—has practically ceased because of 
the influence of the Methodist mission. 
About Sitiawan it is the regular thing for 
non-Christians to come to the Metho- 
dist chapel to be married. There is no 
heathen temple for miles around. In Sara- 
wak thousands of Chinamen have taken up 
land, but save in Sibu, where a temple 
existed prior to the coming of the Meth- 
odists, there are no places of idolatrous 
worship. Some of the Cantonese immi- 
grant settlers are asking for Christian 
instruction. 


Chinese Methodists are proving them- 
selves worthy brethren in liberatity of 
their fellow churchmen in America. For 
the financing of a forward movement 
in China they have already pledged 
$320,000 Mex. The amount aimed at is a 
third of a million in gold and the invest- 
ment is to be placed in schools, hos- 
pitals and colleges. 


é 


FROM THE LIVES OF “THE LEAST OF THESE.” 


In Pastor Gauger’s Memoir of Director 
Ziegler of Wilhelmsdorf (an institution for 
defective children) occur the following 
notes: 


ie, 


The summer vacation was over and the 
children were coming back. With jubila- 
tion were they greeted by fellow pupils 
and teachers. While the rest, however, 
were in delighted movement, small Andreas 
Risch stood sunk in thought. 

The house-mother went up to him, threw 
her arms about him and said, “Well, An- 
dreas, what have you been doing at home?” 

The youngster, as if waking from a 
dream, looked up and answered loyally, 
“My mother has loved me.” 

“Your mother loved you! That was your 
employment! That was fine! “Come and I 
will love you, too.” And the good house- 
mother pressed the boy to her. 

Friends, the simple child uttered a deep 
truth. 

One often hears the remark: “Why are 
there so many deaf, imbecile, and weak- 
lings in the world? They cannot work, 
they cannot earn anything, they are with- 


out value, they only take up room and cause 
trouble to others.” ~- 

Andreas could do nothing; he was too 
weak and too awkward; but he has been 
an object of his mother’s love. That was 
his occupation and Divine calling. 

The good mother asked nothing further 
of him. She had her full satisfaction in 
the fact that she could love her child. 

Our deaf-mutes and weaklings can offer 
us nothing. But for just this were they 
given us of our Heavenly Father. Their 
mission is, as little Andreas rightly indi- 
cated,—to be loved. 


Tae 


In regard to the important question, 
“What valuation do you put on your 
work?” the weak-minded and dumb Fritz 
gives us valuable instruction. 

His sister had died. In order to turn his 
thoughts to earnest things I asked if he 
did not wish, at life’s end, to pass to 
heaven. To my surprise he turned his back 
with a rough, “No.” 

“But, Fritz,” I said, “you must die some- 
time.” 
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This was a new idea. He thought a mo- 
ment and finally in broken and halting sen- 
tences said: “Yes! But I must hold the 
carpet-end every Saturday for Fraulein 
Sophie. Otherwise she cannot beat it.” 

“You must hold the carpet,” I returned, 
“but someone else can do that after your 
death. You can be at peace about that.” 

The answer came this time quickly. 
“Yes, but the others cannot hold the carpet. 
They are not strong enough.” 

Our good Fritz was firmly convinced that 
he was indispensable and could not be re- 
placed at the rug-beating. 

I had thought to give weak-minded Fritz 
a lesson and instead he had been my 
teacher. 

What are our greatest doings compared 
with what God really requires of us? 
Most men are very much deceived as to 
the importance of their deeds and the in- 
dispensability of their persons. God does 
not need our works. They are little more 
than Fritz’ Saturday carpet activities. 


IME 


Lastly some illustrations of gratitude. 

Lately our Fritz came proudly into my 
room. I remarked that the weakling had 
some magnificent plan in his head. Finally 


he drew out of his pocket a sugar bun and 
said: “Herr Ziegler, I have brought a sugar 
bun. I wish to present this sugar bun to 
you.” I could not reject the present. it 
would have been impossible and a great 
indignity. The chap had received a 5pf. 
piece as a present from someone, and in- 
stead of putting the dearly prized bread. 
into his own ever clamorous stomach had— 
doubtless after ripe reflection—determined 
to make a present of it. Only those who 
have some conception how highly sugar 
buns are esteemed by those weak-minded 
can apprize at its real value this childish 
gift. 

Or take our Sophie. She had been on a 
visit home and had suffered so from a 
drunken father that she begged to return 
to us. When I met the poor child one 
cold winter day at our railway station, 
and encased her, thinly clad as she was, in 
my rug, the feeling of comfortable warmth 
ripened in the child a delightful decision. 
She groped for a long time in her pocket 
and finally drew out a sausage and in- 
sisted that I take it as a present. 

I could narrate many such proofs of 
gratitude. These poor children give not 
of their excess. They give, as the widow, 
the half of their all. Such pay compen- 
sates for all worry and toil. 


EDITORIAL. 


WANTED—SECOND VIOLINS. 


On November 29, J. L. Pitts, a member 
of the Junior class at Mount Hermon 
School, met his death by drowning, while 
skating. His prominence in athletics had 
given him a well deserved position in the 
school life, while his versatile gifts had ac- 
corded him recognition in the literary 
and musical organizations of the student 
body. Among students and teachers he 
was held in high esteem for his manly 
Christian character. 

An informal memorial service was held 
at the School on the same day the funeral 
services were conducted at his home. On 
this occasion representatives of the several 
student organizations of which he was a 
member paid their tribute to his memory. 
One spoke of his Christian courtesy on the 


athletic field, where he was never heard to 
“kick at the umpire’s decision.” Another 
spoke of his “willingness, courtesy and 
push,’ even in doing humble duties. But 
the most eloquent tribute paid to this boy’s 
memory was in the incident related by Mr. 
Lawrence, a teacher in the Music Depart- 
ment and the leader of the school orchestra. 
Only a short time before, Mr. Pitts had 
suggested that an increase in the number of 
second violins would add to the effective- 
ness of the orchestra. To these instru- 
ments is assigned the less conspicuous part 
in playing chords and providing what might 
be termed the musical background for the 
first violins, which carry the air. Though 
himself a good musician, and already play- 
ing first violin, his suggestion was accom- 
panied by the unusual offer to play second 
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violin himself. It was the spirit of willing- 
ness “to play second violin” in his school 
life which won this boy the esteem of his 
school associates, and this simple incident 
was indicative of a noble soul. 

And after all, the need of the Church 
is men and women who are willing “to 
play second violin.” There is an abundance 
of willing leadership. Not a few are will- 


ing to take recognized work under leader- 
ship, or play first violin. But just to be 
the background against which others may 
render prominent service, and afford effect- 
iveness to the achievement of others—this 
is the highest type of self-effacing Chris- 
tian work, and the greatest need of the 
day, not only in school life, but in the 
Christian world at large. 


“ONE NOVEMBER DAY” ON THE ROAD; AND A 


NIGHT 


IN THE INN OF “THE 


BEATIFIC BLUE.”’’ 


Charles Ernest Scott. 


In our section it had rained almost con- 
tinually during the summer. There had been 
heavy floods, villages washed away; many 
people drowned, many more homeless and 
starving. We had done what we could to 
mitigate the horrors of that summer: col- 
lecting and distributing food and money 
and going about the field as much as pos- 
sible to comfort and encourage the stricken 
ones. In some sections I had gone on foot; 
in others, on animal-back and in still others 
for some days by sanpan (boat) over in- 
undated peasant land. 

Almost every village has a Lung Wang 
Miao (a temple to the Dragon King). In 
these temples images of the dragon mon- 

arch sit from year to year. They are of 
hideous mien, as hideous as the fertile im- 
aginations of skilled idol-makers can make 
them—twisted into all sorts of terrible con- 
tortions, menacing and breathing light- 
nings. On the walls of each such temple 
is a representation of the “Old Dragon” 
spouting water in clouds upon the earth. 
To this rain spouter the peasants pray for 
seasonable showers, while he in turn is their 
intermediary who pleads with Tien Lao 
Vie (the venerable Deity of Heaven) for 
this boon, without which the ground be- 
comes parched and all living creatures die. 

This particular year the roofs and walls 
of many of the Dragon’s temples had 
collapsed under the continued downpour, 
and his own images, unprotected, had 
loosened from their soaked mud-bases and 


slipped into disgraceful heaps. And appa- 
rently he had no power to stay the rain; for 
the autumn had come, and the hoped-for 
relief was not. Water lay in sheets over 
the fields ; no possibility of planting the fall 
wheat. All this spelled famine for the next 
spring. 

And the rain continued to fall. Old 
heads said that that November was the 
wettest November they had known for 
years. The sky leaked almost daily, and it 
so happened that I had to be on the road 
most of that month. 

One such day of that memorable month 
found me afoot, and toward the close of 
the day, with my barrow man and animal, 
literally adrift on a sea of ooze, and 
far from our destination. Accidents had 
delayed us all along the road. Though we 
had started out in the morning with good 
weather, we were caught in the rain, had 
to pass through a wa di fang (a low, murky 
plain), and had been making poor time ever 
since, ploughing through the mud. 

The sky was making a good finish of a 
bad day—the clouds had parted and the 
sun was setting, a red ball of glory. From 
experience I needed not to look at my 
watch. I knew it was a few minutes on the 
wrong side of five; and the darkness would 
soon close in. 

The air was fast becoming chilly; we 
were drenched and my teeth chattered. But 
I looked at my barrow man in admiration, 
mixed with pity. His apparel consisted of 
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a pair of coarse blue cotton trousers and 
a shirt of like material hanging down out- 
side them. Great beads of perspiration 
stood on his brow from his continuous and 
hard exertion. A barrow man is more a 
pilot of his craft than the sailor on the 
bridge is of his; if the former relaxes a 
second of vigilance, his craft and contents, 
equally with the latter’s, get into serious 
difficulties. But the barrow pilot has to 
push as well as steer. 

My man’s feet were encased in tough 
pieces of hog’s hide, tied around his ankles. 
He had supposed them big enough, but 
for several hours the black, thin mud had 
overflowed them at every step. And for 
the last half hour almost every step he 
took, he broke through the thin ice crust, 
ever thickening, and his hide bottoms were 
frayed and “‘chizzily.” But he never mur- 
mured. I began to appreciate the condition 
of Washington’s ragged regimentals at 
Valley Forge. My hands were encased in 
warm mittens. Even in the coldest weather 
he wore nothing on his hands. 

He was not a quitter; had never failed 
me. Not only did he never shrink from 
a rough day and a long road, but he was 
always cheerfully ready. His silent ex- 
ample of faithfully sticking to his job 
under hard conditions had many a time 
nerved me to “grin and bear” and hang 
on, when facing an unpleasant situation. 

I was ahead, and like Isaac, out in the 
field, was meditating. Suddenly I heard: 
“Mi Sv’ (Shepherd!) I turned. 
he cried. Sure enough, the barrow was 
stuck, mired to the hub; and the donkey 
wouldn’t budge. He had “broke down” 
again; and when that kind of an animal 
breaks down, it is not wisdom to waste 
time parleying with him; we rather make 
haste and devise some other fa tsi (plan). 
Despite the seriousness of the situation, it 
made us laugh, as the barrow man skill- 
fully swung his long-lashed whip, and stung 
the brute again and again on his only 
vulnerable spots, the tips of his long aural 
appendages. As the barrow man lashed, 
he shouted a string of terrible Chinese im- 
precations. The little brute, in apparently 
utter indifference, merely waggled his long 
ears. He was too tired, even under the 
stimulus of a beating, to do more than sway 
from side to side in his traces. My man 


scarce. 


“No go,” 
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was in dejection of spirit and humiliation 
of barrow-man pride at the probable in- 


ability of getting his cargo to its destina- 


tion. 

There was but one thing to do—he, to 
stay by the stuff; and I, to try to get rein- 
forcements. For the first time I began to 
sense the stories my father used to tell 
me of the Federal supply trains getting 
stuck in “Virginia mud.” How I longed 
for that big mule I didn’t rent that morn- 
ing because the rental was exorbitant. 
When I tried to get one for the day’s 
journey, the innkeeper gave the bystanders 
the wink, and mules suddenly became 
All owners, with equal suddenness, 
were smitten with what mine host, in bland 
hypocritical confiding, told me was a deep 
and tender care for the welfare of their 
animals, a concern that extended to such 
depths as to preclude their rental unless 
guaranteed twice their usual price! The 
phrase they used to express this extraordi- 
narily engendered tenderness for mule flesh 
was teng ai, two characters that are used 
in the Scriptures to express the great and 
compassionate love of God for sinners! I 
decided, rather than run the risk of inflict- 
ing any slightest cruelty upon creatures so 
delicate and so delicately loved as their 
cranky, cantankerous mules, that I would 
walk. It had taken us eleven mortal hours 


to reach at sundown our coign of vantage . — 


(?) in this lake of ooze, not many miles 
from our morning start-off; and now my 
only course was to go back to the last 
village we had passed and parley, with 
agreement at an extortionate price, for “a 
big ox,” too big I feared, for he plodded 
so heavily and sank so deeply, on his way 
to the rescue, that it seemed highly probable 
at times that the rescuer would have to be 
rescued. 

Never did my feet seem so _ leaden. 
Tramping in cold mud hour after hour is 
monotonous business. Each foot carried 
more terra firma than I dare to say. The 
number of needless “foot pounds’ lifted 
that day would appall a company of scien- 
tific experts. My broad-bottomed foreign 
rubbers, strapped on to keep the ooze from 
pulling them, off, hung on to the mud like a 


_ fly’s suckers to the ceiling. 


It was fine courtesy in my barrow man ia 
suggest that there was no need of my stand- 
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ing around while they made a rope harness 
for this interesting pair—diminutive donkey 
and ponderous ox—so I went on my way 
rejoicing. I was assured that the town we 
wanted was “just ahead.” (The Chinese 
have a way of comforting one with the as- 
surance that “you have arrived” at your 
destination, when you can’t even make out 
in the distance the place for which you are 


bound.) I went and I went, and finally 
“came to a river that I couldn’t get 
across.” Fortunately, the moon peeked 


forth between driving clouds; and I found 
a stone bridge—the stones a foot wide— 
across which the water, a foot above the 
bridge, was flowing. Fastening around my 
neck my ulster, which I had pulled out of 
my bag of bedding on the barrow, I made 
the venture. It was icily dizzy business. I 
trod these stones most gingerly, clinging 
close and facing the current. One step too 
much to the front, or too far to the rear— 
just a very little would overbalance one 
under the circumstances—and I was done 
for, not knowing into what I would plunge 
or where I would get out.. But I made the 
passage safely, and was soon walking into 
a town. 

It was a market town of some preten- 
sions and prosperity. By the moonlight I 
could see that not a few houses were down 


and others were roofless, having caved in 
under the rains. The “water mark” on the 
streetward side of the walls still standing 
was plain—six, eight and ten feet high upon 
them. This meant that the water had crept 
steadily, remorselessly up from the river 
and, like a malignant spirit on a mad frolic, 
had pulled down well-nigh everything of 
mud; and then, in an uncanny fashion, had 
gone through brick walls, spoiling every- 
thing, till there was not a safe room, much 
less a dry one, in the entire town. This 
condition began in-July, and in November 
everything was still clammy, noisome and 
sickening. 

China is par excellence the land of idols. 
And the Scripture in many places tells us 
that woe rests heavily upon all those who 
take unto themselves false gods. As the 
Psalmist puts it, “Confounded be all they 
that serve graven images, that boast them- 
selves of idols,’ “Their sorrows shall be 
multiplied that hasten after another god.” 
And surely there are few Sorrow Multi- 
pliers more terrible in China than the 
annual floods. Were not the conditions 
that I found part of the curse and punish- 
ment upon the land for the guilt of the 
worship of the “Dragon King’’? 

The inn-yard I entered was soaked, with 
water standing in puddles, a flux of mud 


IN THE PATH OF THE RAINS. 
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and muck. If anyone wants to experience 
a sensation conducive to disconsolateness 
and homesickness, let him move about the 
dreary wastes of liquid filth in a Chinese 
inn-yard. 

I was badly in need of rest, and hoped to 
be alone; but anything from a dog fight 
to a child egged on to “revile the street,” 
affords diversion to a crowd of idle loafers, 
who have nothing to do, week in and week 
out, during the winter season, except to 
lounge day and night on the street and 
around the inns. What then of the diver- 
tisement of a foreigner, suddenly appear- 
ing out of the nowhere? He is at least 
a one day’s wonder, and on the day when 
he needs most to be none. But the blessed- 
ness of being unnoticed is not for him. 
Many a time, within five minutes by the 
watch from my appearance on the village 
street, I have counted from forty to fifty 
small children, as if sprung from the earth, 
ringing me round, not to speak of their 
assembling elders. This night beat the 
record. A crush of men and boys, surging 
and jamming, soon filled the inn-yard. 
Even had it been wise or desirable to drive 
them off, it would have been impossible till 
they had all kan pao la (gazed to satiety). 
So, weary and hungry, cold and wet, I was 
resigned to eat whatever the inn-keeper 
handed me. The dish proved to be little 
dumplings (dough on the outside and 
chunks of pork, Chinese pork, chopped with 
cabbage inside. They were copiously 
sprinkled with grit and some hairs. But 
who cared? I didn’t. I was too tired. 
However, I did long for that complete in- 
difference to being stared at that character- 
izes a monkey eating in a cage. I sat and 
chewed, while the rabble in the inn-yard 
grew in numbers. They even crowded into 
the little room in which I had seated my- 
self, hanging over the table and all around 
me and spitting copiously on the dirt floor. 
I felt stifled; but knew there was no help 
for it. No use to offend them. That would 
only make it harder for me. They could 
not understand the foreigner’s desire for 
privacy. Between great whiffs of tobacco 
smoke, they vociferously discussed me, my 
errand and all my clothes—my drowned 
rat aspect generally. 

Even in my weariness I could not but 
smile at the chang kwei ti (inn-keeper). 


He bustled about, a little wizened man with 
a high, squeaky voice, stuttering in helpless, 
comical officiousness. For all the world he 
was like a hen flapping about with her head 
cut off. He as vainly tried to shoo back 
the crowd, as a mule to kill a fly on its 
ear by wiggling that ear. He grandilo- 
quently called on the crowd to “save his 
face” as host by helping him to treat 
considerately his honored foreign guest. 
Even while he talked in this style, depre- 
cating his own unworthiness to entertain in 
his “unworthy inn” so “illustrious” and 
“venerable” a stranger, he was secretly re- 
joicing at the éclat and advertising his 
place was thereby getting, and his “thinkers” 
were working hard to see how and in what 
ways he could do to a turn this golden 
goose so unexpectedly caught. As events 
proved, he was, true to the traditions of 
the proverbial inn-keeper, preparing to 
“kill my money,’ an expressive Chinese 
phrase suggestive of the “benevolent” meth- 
ods of these sharpers. 

My visitors were hot satisfied to merely 
pay their respects, but insisted on hanging 
round to see me make my toilet; but there 
was none to make. My bedding could not 
arrive; and if it did, it was too wet to 
use. The only question was, Where could 
I lie down? Not on the ground, even if 
I had to stand up all night—to use an 
Irish bull. Nearly every k’ang in the town 
had been washed out and many had not 
been rebuilt. I noticed that the guest room 
(?) in the inn-yard contained a k’ang; in 
fact, it was completed that very afternoon, 
the keeper blandly and reassuringly re- 
marked. Evidently, for it was perfectly 
damp. It must stand and dry some days 
before it could be fired! And, if I elected 
to sleep on it, | was warned that I must 
be careful not to knock it in before the 
mortar set! 

I prepared my bedraggled self to enjoy a 
night’s refreshment upon this wet brick bed. 
The preparation was simple. It consisted, 
first, of getting out of the inn-yard one of 
the wooden frames that goes on a mule’s 
back, to which the boxes or packages com- 
posing his load are fastened—this for a 
pillow. And second, borrowing from a 
mule in the yard a thick sack-cloth that, 
during his working hours, lay between his 
sore back and the wooden frame placed 
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A CHINESE PATRIAKCH. 


upon it. This for a blanket. Third, pulling 

on my relatively dry ulster, that I had 
saved for such an emergency—this to com- 
plement the aforementioned bedding bor- 
rowed from the mule. Fourth, I stuck my 
feet into my chien ta tsa, the Chinese equiv- 
alent of a Christian dress-suit case, lady’s 
shopping bag, carryall, valise, steamer trunk 
and pocketbook combined—this for a foot- 
stove to warm (!) my wet, chilled feet. 
Then I opened wide the door (for fresh 
cold air is better than cold foul air) ; and, 
be it remembered, that this room, like every 
other room in town yet standing, was still 
heavy with the mildewed and rotting stench 
that followed in the wake of the flood. 
And this drowned-out ruin of the rancid 
smell bore a typically Chinese honorific, 
“The Beatific Blue!” 

That night was not the acme of comfort, 


and the next morning, long before I be- | 


gan to stir my weary bones, 
something akin to lumbago 
had crept in among them, and 
the crowd had begun to gather 
in the inn-yard to peek into 
my room, one in good-natured 
boorishness and with a horse 
laugh, pushing another through 
the door. 

When I left that inn that 
day to continue my itinerary, 
my most vivid impression of 
the last twenty-four hours was 
not the muddy road, the swol- 
len river, the shivery night, or 
stiff joints—though each was 
vivid enough. But it was the 
last words of a Chinese pa- 
triarch, old and weak, his hair 
and beard perfectly white. He 
leaned on his staff, and, with 
the crowd, watched me disap- 
pear down the street. Vacant 
as was his life, calloused in sin 
and soaked in woe, I thought 
that in his eyes I could see a 
longing to recall the blasted 
years, a hungering for an op- 
portunity, for a new chance. 
It was the same question that, 
on many a river bank, on many 
a hillside, on many a mountain 
trail, in many a field and along 
many a level path, old men and 
women, hungering for a chance (in such a 
sense as we in Christian lands can never 
sense it) had often in essence asked, 
“Shepherd! Shepherd!”—and this with an 
impressive, tremulous pointing of a long, 
bony finger—“If’—and the accent was slow 
and measured—‘If all this hope of 
life of which you have been speaking 
is true, why—did—you—not—come—and— 
tell—us—a—long—time—ago ?” 

There was no real answer and I at- 
tempted none. Shudderingly and in silence 
my mind reviewed passages of Holy Writ 
that will wither the hopes of many profess- 
ing Christians who, despite the command 
of Christ, care naught for this old man and 
hundreds of millions like him, in his voice- 
less woe; who in the great assize will be 
unable to dodge or ignore his question, 
bringing appalling surprise, filling them 
with confusion of soul and shame eternal; 
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causing them to cry out for the rocks to 
fall on them rather than face the inescap- 
able, piercing, condemnatory frown of the 
Just Judge. 

This day’s experience was a mere inci- 
dent in the world campaign for Christ, re- 
producible in the lives of hundreds of mis- 
sionaries. In view of the old man’s ques- 
tion, what folly to deceive self and skimp 
Christian service ! 

The great things of God cost—they cost 
Him and they must cost us also, to consum- 
mate them. It is no light task in this sin- 
cursed world— 


“To lift the sombre fringe of night, _ 
To open lands long darkened to the light, 
To heal soul wounds, to give the heart 
new sight.” 


But this is the holy will of Him we serve, 
“whom having not seen we love,” the do- 
ing of Whose will is just and right and 
good, full of joy unspeakable. And it pays 
at any cost. Only by His messengers go- 
ing to the dark corners of the earth can 
their peoples be cleansed and purified, made 
fit for the beatitude of the life eternal with 


‘the Holy God. 


“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 


THE LITERARY INTEREST OF THE YEAR. 


Rev. John A. Hutton, M. A., D.D. 


It was an observation of M. Taine that 
the English people required of their litera- 
ture that it should serve some purpose, that 
it should contribute rather obviously to the 
moral strength and fitness of individuals 
and of the nation. From time to time 
this has been made the basis of a charge 
against English literature, that it erred on 
the side of timidity and balance. Young 
writers with flashing eyes and long hair 
have often reproached us for the respecta- 
bility of our literary ventures, and have 
used bitter tongues because, on one matter 
‘or another, we would not weigh our an- 
chors and sail for the open seas, on the tide 
of some half-truth like “art for art’s sake,” 
which they—the long-haired and flash- 
ing-eyed ones—had the simplicity to sup- 
pose they had appeared upon the scene to 
let loose. From time to time we have been 
a little disturbed by these criticisms, and 
have tried to adapt ourselves to the new 
demand; but after a brief experiment, 
which all the time we felt to be something 
of the nature of an indulgence, we have 
fallen back quite heartily and without 
shame upon our established tradition. We 
have recovered our self-respect and have 
accepted the judgment of outsiders, that we 
shall always ask of every expression of 
the spirit of man, that it shall contribute 
to our force for life, for action, for endur- 
ance, for faith: that man does not exist 
for art, but art for man. 


This is not to say that we have no im- 
agination, or that the usefulness which 
we look for in literature is a mere efficiency 
for the immediate purposes of life. The 
blood of all the great peoples of Europe 
is in our veins. We are as great dreamers 
as any of them. I sometimes think we are 
the most sentimental of them all; but liv- 
ing as we do in northern latitudes, life 
in the long run returns to its serious as- 
pect and we know that men must work. 

In a time like this, however, it is a thing 
not to be wondered at, that the writing and 
the reading with which the nation is con- 
cerned have a very direct bearing on the 
public issues of the day. The readers of the 
Recorp will recall how, in the first year of 
the war, the British nation, in a kind of 
amazement and curiosity, set itself to read 
about Germany. We had all thought we 
knew Germany. Our students, especially 
our divinity students, had for fifty years 
gone back and forward to Marburg, and 
Berlin, and Halle. In most of our studies 
there was to be found a photograph of 
Hermann, of Pfleiderer, of Wellhausen. 
In philosophy we had all read and reread 
our Paulsen, and at the outbreak of war 
Eucken had attained a pontifical prestige :— 
though, to tell the truth, he had seemed 
to some of us to be becoming rather mo- 
notonous: And so when the war had gone 


-two months, and Louvain and Rheims had 


been perpetrated, I solemnly declare that 


ns 


The Literary Interest of the Year. 23 


the prevailing intellectual attitude towards 
Germany was one of genuine curiosity and 
amazement. It was at this point that thou- 
sands of quiet and decent students, young 
and old, in Great Britain, opened their 
eyes to the portent of Nietzsche, and for a 
year we worked at him and at the smaller 
men who “have his nodosities without his 
strength,” with an ever deepening indigna- 
tion and revenge at ourselves that with all 
our reading and our study we had been so 
ignorant as to what was happening right 
beneath our nose. 

There is one side of the reading of that 
first year of war, and if God should ever 
send us a man who can do justice to it, it 
will be acknowledged by generations which 
are quiet enough to see the beauty of things 
to be one of the most moving pictures in 
the life of any nation. I am thinking of the 
time when thousands upon thousands of our 
quiet-going, studious boys—for they were 
no more than boys, their average age being 
from seventeen to twenty—formed into 
cadet corps at schools and universities, had 
suddenly to cease from their play and from 
their not too strenuous studies, to become 
officers of the citizen army of Great Britain. 
I cannot bear to dwell upon it; it is too 
tender,—those youths buying their little 
khaki-covered books on drill and tactics 
and strategy, on musketry and quick-firing 
guns, on military etiquette even, and work- 


ing at these as many of them had never - 


worked at their books, in order to be not 
incapable of the tremendous task which the 
situation of the world had flung without 
warning at their feet. They have built a 
monument more lasting than brass. They 
now lie in their thousands with their young 
beautiful faces in Flanders, in France, in 
Egypt, in Mesopotamia, for the most part 
in unrecorded graves. But you in America, 
or your fathers before you, knew some- 
thing of all this, and embodied it in a 
song,—which for its mingled levity and 
seriousness attests you to be our kinsmen, 
however you may deny the bond,—“John 
Brown’s body lies a-mouldering in the 
grave, but his soul goes marching on.” 
Having reread our Nietzschian litera- 
ture, and having made up our minds that 
there was nothing new about it, that it was 
simply the wildness of unregenerate human 
nature expounded in the first instance by a 


man of genius, the reading people in this 
country have for the most part devoted 
themselves to a much more agreeable field. 
Having honestly tried to understand our 
enemies, we have for the last year been 
learning to understand and to love our 
friends. 

It is our Russian season, and stout Cor- 
tez, on a peak in Darien, had not-such a 
vision as has dawned upon thinking men at 
the revelation of “Russia.” Of course, we 
all knew what could be said against Russia. 
Certainly we all knew the kind of thing 
that was in vogue about Russia, although it 
should have occurred to all’of us to ask 
ourselves why, if what we knew was all 
that was to be known about Russia, two 
hundred, millions of people should consent 
to live there, and to live with such an inner 
resource and resiliency that, to quote the 
claim made by more than one of their 
writers, “Russia is the happiest country in 
the world.” When I recall the kind of 
gossip about Russia which was all that I 
knew up to my early manhood, all that 
was given to me as signifying Russia when 
I was at school, I long to say some very 
pointed things to those who were responsi- 
ble for my education. And here, if you 
will allow me to intrude a little didactic, I 
should say that the nations which are not 
at war, your own nation, for example, could 
not be better employed just now, than in 
overhauling books of history which are 
taught in primary and secondary schools, 
which thereby form the basis of the histori- 
cal and political outlook of generations. I 
can recall, for example, looking into one 
of your own history books, and out of 
curiosity turning to what of course must 
be the salient epoch of your history,—I 
mean the time of the War of Independence. 
I remember the heavy heart I had as I 
read and closed that book. It was out- 
rageously unjust. American children were 
given no glimpse of what is the fact,—that 
the best people in England were with them 
in their Revolution; that it was only a Tory 
gang, and in the days before the masses 
of the people could possibly have their in- 
fluence registered, which was responsible 
for the business. That it was not only 
American feeling which the government of 
that time outraged, that they outraged 
English feeling equally. That it was not an 
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American but an Englishman, Lord Chat- 
ham, and not in secret but in the most 
public and resounding place in the land, in 
the House of Parliament, who closed a 
great speech in the very depth of the crisis, 
with the words, “If I were an American as 
I am an Englishman, I would not lay down 
my arms. Never! Never! Never!” 

In the history book which I read there 
was no allusion to these things. And some 
years ago, when I made a visit from North- 
field to Boston, and some friends took me 
over the historic ground of Lexington 
and Concord where I walked all the time 
with uncovered head as an Englishman, the 
good man who was guiding me, himself a 
great scholar and one of your soldiers in 
the Civil War, evidently thought it neces- 
sary to express the hope that I was not 
offended by the allusions to England on the 
monuments here and there. At last I 
assured him of what seemed to him strange, 
but what ought to have been the very cur- 
rent coin of his mind, that far from those 
monuments and the whole atmosphere of 
the place offending me, I recognized, in 
everything, not America, but England and 
my own spiritual home. 

And so I repeat, I cannot imagine a 
more incumbent religious task, or one which 
rests so immediately upon good people 
everywhere who wish to build up the 
brotherhood of the race, than to examine 
anew, and in the light of the charity and 
understanding which time brings, those 
first conceptions of other nations, and espe- 
cially of nations with which, for good or 
evil, they must always be in some kind of 
active relationship, which become the most 
enduring ideas of the rising generation. 

Take, for example, our own knowledge 
of Russia. How unfair it was! So hope- 
lessly wrong indeed that now when one be- 
gins to say things which are true about 
Russia, the average audience supposes that 
one is dealing in paradoxes. When you 
say that Russia is the most democratic 
country in the world, where the Commune 
has a closer relation to the active life of 
the people than even the Town Meeting 
of New England; when you say that there 
is no aristocracy in our sense of the word; 
when you inform people that, as a matter 
of course, were a Russian muzhik to en- 
counter on a lonely country road the very 


greatest of the land, knowing him to be 
the greatest of the land, he would, without 
any abjectness or self-consciousness, talk 
to him as a brother, and most probably be- 
gin to talk to him about God, about justice, 
about love,—when you say these things, I 
repeat, only yesterday you would have been 
supposed to be indulging in some kind of 
subtle irony. 

What we knew about Russia in those old 
bad days was that there were Cossacks in 
Russia. Those Cossacks, we were led to 
understand, were simply brigands. They 
all seemed to carry a knout with them, with 
which, as they rode their horses, they 
lashed the passers-by, especially if they 
were women. 

And now we know of course that Gogol 
was a Cossack; Gogol, who wrote the heart- 
breaking story of Akaky Akakyvitch; 
Gogol, who, like every great Russian, felt 
the call of God coming nearer and nearer 
to him, until he had to renounce his art in 
order to devote himself without distraction 
to philosophy and to the cultivation of his 
own spirit. 

Then we knew that a great deal of snow 
fell in Russia, and indeed we were left 
free to form a kind of half-religious con- 
clusion that that excess of snow fell upon 
Russia as a kind of Divine retribution, that, 
so to speak, it served her right. 

Well, all that is past, and now we in this 
country know our Russia as men and na- 
tions are known only when they are known 
at their best. We have laughed and wept 
with Gogol; we have had our souls purged 
by terror and pity at the hands of Dos- 
toevsky ; and Tolstoi has shown us that the 
Western Christ, the Christ of St. Augustine, 
may after all be of the nature of a palimp- 
sest through which the features and the 
light of the true face of Christ are daily 
throbbing into greater clearness. 

It may be that for a time our estimate 
of Russia will err on the other side; but 
if that be an error, it is the kind of error— 
I use the words with reverence—which, 
according to St. John, God Himself loves 
to make:—“Behold what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God.” 

The most cherished book in Russia is the 
venerable volume which holds the place of 
honor in the Imperial Library in Petro- 


The Literary Interest of the Year. 25 


grad: it is the New Testament translated 
by Ostromir of Novgorod in 1056. It 
would seem as though every Russian of 
genius has at some time of his career, and 
in circumstances which allowed it to make 
an ineffaceable impression upon him, passed 
before that open volume. 

And so now we in these islands are on 
the threshold of a new wealth of mind such 
as always comes to a nation when its eyes 
are opened to the beauty and glory of a 
new world. We see now that Russia, 
whilst we in the West were sitting, figura- 
tively, under our fig tree and our vine tree, 
none making us afraid, was for hundreds 
of years beating back those Eastern hordes 
that poured into her level plains through 
the gap north of the Caspian Sea. I do 
not wonder that the materialistic Western 
world is afraid and uneasy about Russia. 
We are afraid for the same reason as the 
Ephesians were afraid of the portent of 
Christianity, that Christianity would turn 
the world upside down. 
sian the world for the last hundred years 
has been upside down, and I believe in the 
long run her influence upon world-history 
will be to reverse the present situation and 
turn the world right side up. 

Perhaps I am going beyond what will be 
received without controversy when I say 
that we are beginning to perceive, away far 
beneath the surface, great depths of simi- 
larity between ourselves and Russia. I said 
at the outset that we British people are 
perhaps the most sentimental people in 
Europe. In my own view, for example, if 
our enemies had fought a clean fight, there 
would have been peace long ago. For we 
are so made that we cannot keep up an 
enmity against honorable foes. The only 
race which is equally sentimental is the 
Russian. At the very first sign of re- 
pentance they and we alike hasten to the 
assistance of our enemies. 

But the literature of Russia (I recall a 
line from Francis Thompson) “is a fount 
of most baptismal tears.” 

“Often,” says Dostoevsky of one of his 
characters, Dyevushkin, “tears ran down 
his cheeks, not for any reason in particular, 
but because his eyes were always full of 
tears.” 


To the true Rus- ’ 


“Be no man’s judge; humble love is a 
terrible power which effects more than 
violence. Love men, and do not be afraid 
of their sins; love man in his sin; love 
all the creatures of God, and pray God to 
make you cheerful. Be cheerful as chil- 
dren and as the birds.” So says Father 
Zosima, and that is Russia’s message to 
mankind. 

You will conclude from all this that so 
far 1916 has not brought into being any 
great and powerful English work: but for 
myself I have not the slightest doubt that 
great works are on the way. It is not for 
one moment to be supposed that a nation 
which has passed through the agonies of 
the last two years; a nation in which, over 
every home, the angel of death has beat his 
wings; anation which, far from weakening, 
is daily growing in the depth and purity 
of its strength; it is not to be supposed, 
I say, that such a nation, which out of the 
agony of the sixteenth century gave Shake- 
speare and Milton to the world, and out 
of the agony of the nineteenth gave Tenny- 
son and Browning and Clough and Carlyle 
and Ruskin and Watts, is going to be silent 
in the days that are just before us, giving 
no sign of what it has seen and heard out 
in the deep with God. 

By no means! It is not only in the super- 
sensible world and at the last that God 
crowns those who have been faithful unto 
death. Even here in this present world He 
manifests His approval by endowing such 
a nation with wings and with a song. And 
nations which, for reasons which seemed 
sufficient to themselves, may have hesitated 
as to the quality or the necessity of the 
part we played, will one day have to face 
our work, and we shall, without pride I 
trust, but with a calm and even indiffer- 
ent confidence, leave it to them to conclude 
from the new wealth and intention of our 
genius whether or no God was with us in 
the darkness. 

For the trumpet shall sound and the dead 
shall arise again, not only in that other 
world which has become more authentic 
and visible through our tears; the dead 
shall arise in this world, their cleansed and 
faithful souls peering through every fabric 
of the Spirit which we who are left be- 
hind may yet conceive and build. 
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We have been off, Mr. Hoste and I, 
cutting across the Luapula River, then over 
into Ushiland as far as Lake Bangweulu. 
There we saw Mr. and Mrs. Lammond 
holding on bravely at Chilibula, after which 
we went north and thanked God again for 
the Sims at Kaleba. There are nineteen 
schools going around that one station and 
to so visit a country you had the honor 
to open for God gives one all the pleasur- 
able feelings of sitting under the shadow 
of a tree you have planted yourself. 

In traveling we follow the old forest 
rule and “cut down the dead loads,” so 
many of the orthodox adjuncts of the ex- 
plorer are thrown aside. The stagey per- 
sonality with the big bill of expenses does 
not necessarily do deeds that make history! 
Was it not Bismarck who called a certain 
statesman “a lathe painted to look lke 
iron”? And some of the jaunty gents who 
arrive here with big burdens become them- 
selves the biggest burden of all. As a con- 
cession to circumstances I am _ traveling 
without a chair or table and have thus be- 
come a creature of many expedients. To 
mitigate the hardness of the ground I find 
a few green leaves very inviting, but 
oftener it is the dear, dirty earth that plays 
the part of chair, table and bed all in one 
and one in all. God taught Paul and us by 
Paul that you can have a high old time on 
a very low limit of expenditure. The old 
Latin word for traveler’s baggage has no 
hypocrisy about it and the more impedi- 
menta you have about you the more is your 
apostolic advance impeded. The African’s 
idea on this subject is the same as his 
opinion about rats. “The rat;” says the 
negro, “that has the shortest tail will get 
into the hole the quickest!” Therefore, let 
us be men not monkeys, for the rat with the 
minimum of tail can boast the maximum 
of security. 

Then take the boon of traveling without 
a tent. This means that all night you are 
on your back with only the stars as near- 
est neighbors in the upper flat. The burn- 
ing sun by day knocks all the discriminat- 
ing nicety out of your head, whereas here 
at night you perceive how the lesser only 
went for the greater to come and God 
merely hides a world in order to unveil a 
universe. This, then, is where the logic of 


your tentless travel lands you. And if you 
only lose your big burning sun by day in 
order to exchange it for these delightfully 
distant star-suns by night, then so, too, 
with this lack of canvas covering. For the 
royal reward you get is that the stars think 
you are a sport, take you at your word, and 
you make a night of it together! For they 
look so near that it seems as though (be- 
tween you!) you have split the difference, 
they coming down to meet you halfway on 
your soaring flight up. 

Why draw the soul’s curtains and light 
up artificially, when all the while God is 
calling you out and up among the stars? 
We talk a lot about considering matters and 
forget that this very word merely means, in 
Latin, to look up at the stars (con, with; 
sideris, the stars). Small chance a Lon- 
doner has to consider things when a pea-- 
soup fog covers the sky and stars with a 
pall. One of the red Republicans boasted 
to a peasant in France that they were go- 
ing to wipe God out of the country. Said 
this 1793 fanatic, “We are going to pull 
down your churches and your steeples, all 
that recalls the superstitions of past ages, 
all that reminds man of even the idea of 
God.” “Citizen,” replied the good old 
yokel, “then pull the stars down!” 

The problem of our negro companions’ 
toes is a facer and when we reach camp 
they generally hobble in with a smiling face 
and a bleeding foot. They might have 
sandals but they won’t, and thus prefer to 
take all sorts of hair-raising liberties with 
hidden roots and thorns in the track. Look- 
ing at it quizzically, I wonder whether after 
all the smile is more genuine than the pain! 
Remember, there are no nerves in the jaw 
muscles of a trout and probably the same 
Providence has given to the negro feet 
what He gave to the mouth of a fish, I 
mean, that modified immunity from pain 
when the hook rugs the jaw. At any rate, 
this fishing metaphor is not a far-fetched 
conceit, for Gordon Cumming has likened 
an African jungle to a “forest of fish- 
hooks relieved by an occasional patch of 
pen-knives.” And, certainly, a whole crowd 
of Paul’s commentators have missed the 


point that pedestrian Paul was also a bare- 


footed Paul (even with sandals), and no 
doubt in his “journeyings often” he went 
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the way of all flesh and got many a limping 
thorn or the like to deter him on the way. 
Hence his naming it -(exactly as in 
Africa!) an opposition “messenger of 
Satan,” for he, the Apostle, was also a 
messenger hurrying on the King’s business 
that requireth haste, and for every helper 
the Lord has, the Devil rushes out his out- 
posts of hinderers, I mean, Messrs. Thorns, 
Stones & Co. 

Delay the messenger and you delay the 
message, for that deterrent thorn means de- 
lay and delay means death. Small wonder, 
therefore, the Enemy attacks the tender toes 
of God’s messengers with his thorns, for all 
Heaven is especially interested in “how 
beautiful are the feet” of all such. Not 
how beautiful are their big mouths! For 
walk is greater than talk, and it is too ter- 
ribly easy to talk about our walk than to 
walk our talk. 

What about the native Christian, you 
ask? Well, apart from spiritual discern- 
ment, I have a fair amount of British cau- 
tion flowing in my veins and I know that 
their triumph through trial is the true test 
and touchstone of progress in the things of 
God. Therefore, without any fuss or 
feathers, be it known that these black babes 
in Christ have many a mad moment of 
temptation, but in the end they come on and 
out better. The difference between the 
sham and the real is that the former has 
his ups and downs, whereas the bound-for- 
glory fellow has only his downs and ups. 
He may go down but he cannot remain 
there, for in the end (the endless end!) he 
will go up higher than he ever was down. 

But what about their persecutions, you 
ask? Is it of the blessed old apostolic 
brand? Or merely the paltry pin-pricks of 
parochial England, more wounded pride 
than anything else? The answer to all this 
has just come down from the North, where 
Sendela had been off on a pastoral visit. 
There he found a genuine group of eight 
young men going on steadily and soberly 
for God. Then along comes the Devil’s 
oldest dragoon, Persecution, and a secret 
society attacked the eight because these 
latter had the temerity to expose as evil 
and vile the dark doings of this cult. With 
a degree of frankness that makes it im- 
possible for me to record a single syllable 
of it, these brave men gave the Devil away 


utterly and unalterably. Then the storm 
burst on their devoted heads, a storm of 
abuse in which the air was rent with horri- 
ble execrations and a rush made for the 
faithful eight, who in their day and in their 
way were thus co-sufferers with Christ. 

And now they are seized, tied up in bark 
ropes and dragged off to the chief for royal 
permission to drown them. But they have 
come to the wrong man at the wrong time. 
For this chief has been thinking of things 
and away back in memory he goes to the 
days when he heard the Gospel in Mushidi’s 
capital, heard it and rejected it with his life 
but not with his lip. So these wrong men 
have happened to come at the wrong time 
on the wrong errand. Any spark is good 
enough for an explosion, so just when the 
chief’s thoughts are going to and fro like 
a weaver’s shuttle, then it is he bursts out 
on the persecutors who had burst in on 
him. “No,” yelled the chief, “you lie, for 
too well I know what these Christians be- 
lieve. Did they not teach me when I was 
a lad? And you ask me to beat them, do 
you? Beat them? Yes, I will beat those 
very Christians on the very day when you 
can come and tell me truly that they have 
left Christ and returned to their evil ways. 
Yes, then, and very much, then, will I beat 
them for such a crime.” 

So was there rejoicing in the camp of 
the Christians that night. Pray for all 
such, as they work out their destiny in the 
darkness, and may we be found of them 
true helpers unto their happiness! Remem- 
ber that unhappiness is only the hunger to 
get, just as happiness is only the hunger to 
give, so, the more we give the more happy 
are we. 

Loyally ever, 


DAN CRAWFORD. 


P. S—How is this for a good open- 
minded motto from St. Augustine? 

“Whoever reads these writings, wherein 
he is equally convinced let him go on with 
me; wherein he equally hesitates let him 
investigate with me; wherein he finds him- 
self in error let him return to me; where- 
in he finds me in error let him call me 
back to him. So let us go on together in 
the way of charity, pressing on toward Him 
of Whom it is said, Seek ye His face for 
evermore.’ —Augustine. 


THE PRINCIPLE OF SERVICE.* 
Mr. Robert E. Speer. 


Every life, either unknown or consciously 
to itself, is controlled by some principle. 
To be sure, there are many lives that are 
so whimsical and capricious as we look at 
them that we wonder whether they can 
have any inner dominating principle at all. 
But even in such lives there is a principle 
that is the life’s law, only it is not the kind 
of principle that gives unity and power to 
the life. As we look back upon our own 
lives, and out upon other lives, we see the 
diverse principles by which they are con- 
trolled. Some are controlled by the desire 
for happiness or pleasure; others by the 
ambition for power, or for any of those 
possessions on which power is supposed to 
depend; others by the wish for quietness, 
the desire to be let alone, not to be har- 
assed, to be allowed freely to live out their 
own way. 

As contrasted with these, and a score of 
principles of life of which we can think, 
it is interesting to turn to the life of our 
Lord and see, if we can, just what the 
principle that controlled His life was. And 
we are at no loss to discover; for again 
and again He sought to make clear to His 
disciples, in the hope that they might adopt 
His principle for themselves, what the inner 
law of His life was: “The Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister.” However simple that part of it is, 
the rest of it went deep, deeper than our 
thoughts have ever been able to go: “The 
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ran- 
som for many.” It is a wonderful thing to 
have a word like that, so self-revealing, 
from our Lord, His own interpretation of 
the principle by which He sought to live, 
the inner law that controlled His ways 
among men. And it was the principle, we 
know, that had controlled Him even before 
He came, and that brought Him here. It 
was not only a human principle taken up 
for His human living, but it was a Divine 
principle that lay back of the Incarnation. 
The great glory which Saint Paul tells us 
He ‘had with His Father He counted not 
as something to be kept but forewent it, 
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‘down of His life for others. 


taking on Him the form of a servant, re- 
linquishing a great deal that He might 
have retained, and coming down to live 
among men to be their minister, that He 
might do for them what afar off He could 
not do. . 

Again and again in His intercourse with 
His disciples, and in His public statements 
to the world, our Lord refers to this inner 
principle of His life, “I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that sent me.” “My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and to 
finish his work.” “My judgment is just, 
because I seek not mine own will, but the 
will of the Father which hath sent me.” 

In both of the passages that I read 
(Mark x. 35-45; Luke xxii. 24-27), He 
refers to this principle of His as something 
very distinctive, separating His life from 
the lives of other men, marking the princi- 
ple and spirit of His kingdom as something 
radically different from the principle and 
spirit and relationships outside. Among the 
Gentiles those were counted great who ex- 
ercised authority, and those who held posi- 
tions of honor were looked up to. But 
among His disciples precisely the contrary 
law must obtain, and those were really 
greatest among them who humbled them- 
selves most, and those first who took the 
last place. And those revealed themselves 
most akin to Him, the Divine One, who 
showed forth His spirit most lovingly and 
unselfishly in serving their fellow men. He 
makes quite clear that this was the Divine 
principle in Him, that greater love no man 
had than this, that a man should be willing 
to serve to the very uttermost and lay down 
his life for his friend. 

It is a great thing not to have to explore 
all around through the self-consciousness 
of Jesus to discover what the real principle 
of His life was. It is a great thing that 
there should be no chance or ground for 
any false view among us, because the Lord 
Himself has made it clear. The law of 
His life was not to gain but to give; not 
to seek but to impart; not to be ministered 
unto but to minister, even to the laying 
And the 
interesting thing, when we study the life 
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of Christ closely, is that what was the cen- 
tral and Divine thing in Him is the very 
thing upon which He lays most emphasis 
and which entails most responsibility for 
His disciples, that the very motive which 
brought Him into the world, that the very 
motive which controlled His life here and 
led Him to die for men, which is the most 
distinctive thing in the kingdom which He 
came to establish, that that motive, He 
holds, is obligatory upon His disciples. 
There are many regards in which Christ 
is not imitable, and again and-again our 
hearts are in despair as we see things in 
Him that we know we never can attain, 
but in this one regard He held Himself that 
He was imitable, and in both of these pas- 
sages, and in many others, He told His 
disciples in the clearest and plainest way 
that they were no real disciples of His, if 
they did not bring their lives under this 
same great principle of unselfish service 
which controlled Him. “If I then, your 
Lord and master, have washed your feet, 
ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.” 
“The servant is not above his master, nor 
the disciple above his lord.” 

Now just as it is a great gain to have 
Christ Himself tell us what was the real 
central principle of His life, so it is a won- 
derful gain to have Christ Himself tell 
us wherein He thinks He has a right to 
expect that we should be just like Him, 
wherein He believes we can walk the same 
way that He walked, in the spirit that filled 
His life, and to be ourselves His true dis- 
ciples, and show ourselves to be His true 
disciples by letting our lives obey the same 
great law of unselfish service that His life 
obeyed. And the fine thing about it is that 
it is not anything far away and esoteric. 
From one point of view, that is what makes 
it difficult for people and not altogether 
popular. The religion that involves some- 
thing esoteric is very much easier than the 
religion that has to do with common living. 
If it involves distant pilgrimages, if it 
involves peculiar ceremonies that can be 
performed only in certain surroundings, in 
which we have to have certain individuals 
help us, if it becomes thus apart from com- 
mon life, then it is far easier than it is 
when men must look upon it as penetrating 
the whole of life. And the Christian prin- 
ciple is that a man has no true religion at 


all unless he has this homely kind that 
filters through the common life in all its 
relationships as well as that which is apart 
in a special area of life. 

And so it seems to me as we come to the 
close of this Conference that it may be we 
cannot do better than try to think, not on 
any deep theological problem, not to try 
to get new light on any doctrine our Lord 
taught, or that grew up around His person 
as an explanation of the mystery of what 
He was and did, but that we should try to 
think more deeply about that teaching, 
which evidently He thought was good 
teaching for men and women when He was 
about to go away from them. For this 
was His teaching in those last hours when 
He was about to leave them alone. And 
the teaching was as simple as this, that they 
should go out now just into their common 
daily lives under the law by which He had 
lived Who sought always “not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister.” Looking out 
over our life together here in this Con- 
ference during the hours that remain of it, 
perhaps the deepest spiritual experience 
that we have ever had might come to us 
if we would try in these relationships here 
actually to live for the next thirty-six 
hours by the principle by which our Lord 
always lived, seeing how many opportuni- 
ties for real, absolutely unselfish service 
of others we can discover in the days that 
remain here. 

There is scarcely one of us who is not 
going to necessitate by our own careless- 
ness within the next few hours a great 
deal of absolutely unnecessary work. 
Things that it is not necessary that other 
people should do, we will compel them to 
do just by our heedlessness. The way we 
have been brought up in comfort and afflu- 
ence of surroundings most of our lives has 
led us to live with the thought altogether 
of our own desire and almost never with 
any thought as to how much that desire 
should come under this law of Christ. 
Quite apart from the hard strain of posi- 
tively living by Christ’s law and looking 
around us for opportunities to serve others, 
merely negatively living up to that law will 
make life a new thing to many of us. If I 
am attempting to do that, I will ask of this 
or that thing, Do I really need that? If I 
do this or that; I will ask, Is it going to 
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put needless work upon somebody else? 
Can I not forego that and relieve other 
persons of just that much unnecessary toil? 
The world is filled with unnecessary ser- 
vices, compelled by the whims and caprices 
of self-indulgent persons. All that energy 
might be turned into really useful ministry, 
into the production of things that the world 
really needs. Our own carelessness, throw- 
ing things around that other people have 
to pick up, using more things than we need 
and thus laying burdens upon others, in a 
thousand ways every day violates the prin- 
ciple by which our Lord said He lived, 
because instead of serving others we are 
compelling others needlessly to serve us. 
Across the whole area of the world there is 
nothing that men ought to be more render- 
ing to-day, nothing that the world is more 
calling for to-day than thoughtful consider- 
ation, painstaking, farseeing, practical ser- 
vice between man and man, between woman 
and woman, in and between all classes of 
society. 

In Ohio a little while ago they dedicated 
in the city of Canton, I believe, a monu- 
ment to Johnnie Appleseed, a quaint charac- 
ter in the early days of our pioneer history, 
who went up and down the then frontier 
of the land, making his way along the 
rivers in his little boat, planting apple 
orchards, arguing that the day would come 
when settlers would come after him, and 
thinking that it would be a good service 
if the apple trees might be already grown 
when these new settlers came. When they 
did actually come they found along the 
banks of many of the rivers the trees that 
had been planted by Johnnie Appleseed, 
and in memory of this quaint, homely, but 
efficient ministry, men have built a monu- 
ment in recollection of one who went 
around serving and asking for nothing 
back, selling his orchards to nobody, enter- 
ing no claims for any that he had planted, 
desiring only to let his life be expressed in 
some actual, effective service of the world. 

A friend told me she was shopping just 
a few days ago in McCreery’s in New 
York. It was a hot and uncomfortable day. 
As she stood at one of the counters being 
waited upon, a tired mother came up with 
a more tired little child. The child was 
dragging on the mother’s hand, and the 
weary mother spoke impatiently to the 
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little one. Just then another woman turned 
around with a beautiful smile on her face 
and said: “Yes; it is a hard day, isn’t it? 
And the little children do get tired, don’t 
they? I had a little girl once.” And my 
friend said that just the tone of that “once” 
changed everything. The tired, impatient 
mother gathered up her little girl, the little 
girl that she did not have once only but had 
now, against her side- The woman had 
spoken just a few simple words, but they 
cleared the mists out of the air and brought 
kindness and good will and love in, and my 
friend said the mother and the little one 
went on with the little one snuggled up 
close to the mother’s side now. The shop- 
girl turned to my friend in wonder, look- 
ing into her face as much as to say, “Would 
it not be great, if we could do things like 
that!” It was only service from some life 
that knew what it was to render service in 
all the relationships in which our lives are 
set, even on a busy day shopping, in the 
spirit of the One Who lived to minister. 

The trouble is, this principle is altogether 
too practical. We would very much rather 
have Christ set some other test for us, some 
test of burning at the stake, which we know 
we will never be required to meet, some 
far-away and imaginary trial, which we are 
quite confident never will come to us. We 
would very much rather have our Chris- 
tian faith tested in ways like these. But 
common, practical things we shrink from. 
That is a test we do not like. Are we going 
to think about others, or are we going to be 
absolutely selfish, merely caring for our 
own whims or indulgences? That is the 
way Christ’s test comes to us. It is a 
question whether men and women are ac- 
tually living, in homes, in railway trains as 
they go about, in shops, and in all their 
social relationships under the law of the 
One Who came not to be ministered unto 
but to minister, and to give His life, not on 
the Cross only, but every day, for the ran- 
soming of others. 

And my friends, it is far more than just 
a simple, homely, practical principle of ac- 
tion, if we only knew it, this law that our 
Lord sets forth here. It is one of the 
deepest and most far-reaching principles of 
It is this that opens 
the door of knowledge to us. We may 
study until doomsday and we shall not 
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learn as much as you learn in an afternoon 
if you look out of eyes that love. They 
say love is blind; but, as a matter of fact, 
love is the only person in the world that 
sees anything, and with love’s eyes you can 
see more in an hour than without love’s 
eyes centuries of speculation can ever 
effect. Jesus taught His disciples how they 
were to come into knowledge. “If any man 
will do his will,” if he goes about serving 
people, if he makes his life a life of true 
unselfishness, “he shall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God.” There are 
some lovely lines by Father Tabb, the blind 
Catholic priest, who died at Ellicott City 
a while ago, in which he was speaking of 
this way in which alone we come into the 
deepest depth of knowing: 


Where wast thou, little song, 

That didst delay so long to come to me? 
Mute in the mind of God, 

Till where thy feet had trod 

I followed thee. 


It is only there where men walk in the love 
of the life of Christ that the great lights 
are blazing over the deep and strange and 
mysterious things. 

And it does not only open the door of 
knowledge to us. It also opens the door of 
power. It is very interesting trying to find 
out just what the secret of power is. Why 
do you feel one man or one woman, for ex- 
ample, to be so much stronger than an- 
other? You sit down with a group of 
friends. Soon you get to talking upon some 
subject, and after a little you could arrange 
them in their order, and you could pick out 
perhaps the one of them who is far and 
away the strongest personality of that 
group. What led you to do it? I think, 
as a rule, it is the element of surprise that 
_ characterizes power, because just in propor- 
tion to the depth of original strength will 
something break out that you had not ex- 
pected. Love is fuller of surprises than 
anything else is. Whoever lives his life 
under the law of love will have more of 
that element of great power than can pos- 
sibly be derived from any other source. I 
have a friend who is not so clever intel- 
lectually. Indeed, he has a rather missing 
-mind, so much so that his thoughts are 
often jumbled; and yet I hardly know a 
man I would trust more willingly in solv- 


ing a great problem. He does not go at 
it with his intellect, but rather by his 
character. There is an instinct of love in 
him that leads him straight to the right 
solution. If he says this or that character 
is hollow, one knows he is right. If he 
says this or that course of action is not 
right, he may not be able to state on 
reasoned grounds his belief, but his moral 
instinct is absolutely sure in regard to such 
things, and the law of absolutely unselfish 
and loving service in him takes the place 
of what keenness of reasoning does in 
other men. It gives him greater power 
than those men possess. 

And this principle opens the door not of 
knowledge and power only, but of joy as 
well. What gladnesses are there in life 
comparable with the gladnesses that spring. 
from living by that principle by which our 
Lord lived all His life and by which He 
died? I have a friend who is a medical 
missionary. His family were not at all 
eager to have him go, although now they 
are proud that he went and proud of what 
he is doing. His mother showed me a 
letter from him a little while ago in which 
he was telling of what he was doing. 
“Mother,” he said, “I cannot make you feel 
the joy that I have in my work. When an 
old blind woman comes into my hospital, 
and I know I am going to send that old 
Woman away seeing, when I lay her down 
on the operating table and pass my knife 
across that little veil over her eyes, you do 
not know the joy that I feel. And when 
at last she goes out with the bandages off 
her eyes, looking out on a world that had 
been absolutely blank to her, can you tell 
me, mother, where else in the world there 
is any joy comparable to this joy?” Well, 
indeed, where is there any other? Of 
Christ we read, “Who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame,” not asking for any sympathy 
or pity, filled with the great gladness even 
there on His Cross, upheld by the buoyant 
overflowing joy of it all, because He was 
not being ministered unto but was minister- 
ing. 

And it is this principle that opens up the 
very doors of life, for, after all, what are 
we doing when we are living by this law? 
We say we are ministering to our fellow 
beings. But it is something more than that 
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that we are doing. As we heard just a few 
minutes ago when we were out on Round 
Top, when you feed the hungry, it is some- 
thing far more than the hungry human be- 
ing alone that you are feeding. When you 
clothe the poor and naked it is not some 
pauper or immigrant alone that you are 
clothing or feeding. When you are visiting 
in prison it is no human criminal only that 
you are visiting. Whenever you serve in 
these ways it is Christ you are serving. 
That was what Christ said. There was an 
Incarnation once that there might be one 
forever. He came into life that He might 
interpret life in terms of His incarnate 
presence, and the joy of ministering lies in 
this, that we know every unselfish deed that 
is done, is done through One Who came 
saying, “I came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give my life a ran- 
som for many.” 

If one were to carry this thing just a 
little further it would not be hard to show 


the groundwork of that thought to which 


Paul comes in the second chapter of the 
Epistle to the Philippians, when he points 
out that it was just because Jesus had emp- 
tied Himself of all that glory that He 
had a right to keep, if He wanted to, be- 
cause He did take on the form of a servant 
and become obedient unto death, “Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every 
name: that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth,” the unique, singular life—in other 
words, the life that is lifted right out of the 
heap of the great common rocky mass, is 
the life lived by this principle of which our 
Lord speaks. 

Now the world, as Jesus says, thinks 
quite the contrary. It says that the man 
who can command the most service is the 
greatest. The world says that the man 
who can look down upon most that he can 
think of as subject to himself is the great 
man, the man of highest honor and glory. 
Not so, said Christ, but exactly otherwise. 
This man who has most service in himself, 
that he pours out upon others in love,—he 
is the man God will uplift, whose name will 
be above any self-serving and indulgent 
name. 

And just because the principle is this 
great unique principle it must be—and is it 


not?—the fundamental law of all friend- 
ship. For friendship is just the will to be 
of service. Friendship is not affinity; 
friendship is not similarity of taste; friend- 
ship is not finding someone in whom you 
think you discover the instinct of congenial- 
ity. Friendship is not any of these things. 
There may be all these things and no 
friendship; and there may be friendship 
without any of these things. Above all 
these things friendship is the will to serve; 
friendship is the will to serve unrewarded; 
friendship is the will to serve unintermit- 
tingly; friendship is the will to serve even 
to the end. It is not a matter of getting 


’ something for a little while and then aban- 


doning it. This talk of broken friendships 
is a self-contradiction. There never was a 
broken friendship. If the thing broke, 
there was no friendship. You may be sure 
of that. If it is friendship, it is contingent 
upon nothing that changes. It is inaccessi- 
ble either to assault or vicissitude. Friend- 
ship is the absolutely unselfish will to serve. 
It does not depend upon anybody except 
the will of the friend who wills to be a 
friend. That is why it is possible for 
friends always to be with those whom they 
make their friends. 

Several years ago—it was the centennial 
of David Livingstone’s birth—Charles 
Scribner’s Sons were getting out a new edi- 
tion of Stanley’s “How I Found Living- 
stone,” and they wanted someone to write 
a new introduction to it which would bring 
the story of African development down to 
the present day from the day of the first 
edition. I undertook to do that, and when 
a young man came over from Scribner’s 
he said that they had several letters, and 
one especially that had never been pub- 
lished. The special letter was one in the 
possession of Lady Dorothy Stanley, a copy 
of one that he had written to Livingstone. 
They thought some of these letters might 
be useful in bringing the new edition up to 
date. This letter was written by Mr. Stan- 
ley the very day after he had said good-bye 
to David Livingstone, and it is interesting 
because it confirms what many people had 
doubted concerning the impression of hero- 
ism and altitude of character that Stanley 


' said Livingstone made on him the moment 


they met. This was one paragraph of it: 
“It is a consolation, however, after tear- 
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ing myself away, that I am about to do you 
a service, for thus I have not quite parted 
from you. You and I are not quite sepa- 
rated. Though I am not present to you 
bodily, you_must think of me daily until 
your caravan arrives. I shall think of you 
constantly until your last wish is attended 
to. In this way the relationship will not be 
severed.” 

Stanley had folded up a copy of this 
letter and carried it in his little purse, and 
long years afterwards Lady Stanley had 
found it and loved to think, as anyone must, 
of that ideal friendship which conceived 
that as long as the law of service controls, 
there could be no separation between 
friends, that as long as I just live for those 
I love, that means that they and I are 
together. For presence consists in absolute 
community of interest and purpose. It does 
not consist in being able to touch hands, 
~in being able to look upon one another’s 
faces. It consists in something vastly 
deeper and more real than that, that laughs 
at space and time and death and deep 
waters, and knows that love annihilates 
all these things and holds together forever 
those who live in the mutual will to serve. 
Into new life we should go to-night, should 
we not, if only this could be to us what 
that upper room was to those disciples 
when the Lord washed their feet and 
showed Himself the servant of them all, 
and if all of us passed olit from His pres- 
ence this night to live by that law, to do the 
very thing that they saw Him do? That 
would be a far better country for us to live 


in, that country of unselfish love, of 
thoughtfulness for others rather than for 
ourselves, than this old country that we 
have lived in. 

There are two monuments out in Africa 
that I should like to see. One is the monu- 
ment of Chinese Gordon at Khartum, and 
the other is the monument to the old French 
general who conquered Western Africa for 
France. It is at Konakry, the capital of 
French Western Africa, and it represents 
an old man standing up on a pedestal. He 
has the French ensign in one hand. In 
front of him is the old Foulah king, who 
had played havoc with his people, to whom 
the new rule had brought order and peace 
and prosperity. There is a negro woman 
peacefully nursing her little baby. Then 
there is a little black boy standing beside 
the old General and the General has his 
arm around the black boy’s shoulder, and 
the boy is pointing across to the mainland, 
and underneath is this inscription, “There 
is another country.” 

Well, there is for us another country, 
just absolutely different from that old 
country where those dwell whose principle 
it is not to minister but to be ministered to. 
There is another country where He dwells 
Who was among men as One Who serves, 
and Who is asking us to-night whether we 
really intend to be His disciples or whether 
we mean just to be Christian religionists, 
church people of one kind or another, or 
whether under that and back of that and 
over that we are going to be like our 
Master and Lord. 


PERSONALIA. 


Rev. Prof. J. Hope Moulton, of Manchester, 
England, and Rev. Charles Brown, whose visits 
to the Northfield Conference of 1914 occasioned 
their making many friends in America, are 
among those who have made the supreme sacri- 
fice in the present war, each having lost a son 
in France. 

Below are given the recent and prospective en- 
gagements of some workers in the evangelistic 
field: 

Hay Bell and Party.—Jan., Wellsville, Mo.; 
Feb., McLeansboro, Ill. 

W. E. Biederwolf and Party.—Jan.-Feb., Wil- 
kensburg, Pa. 

H. W. Bromley and Party.—Jan.-Feb., Wash- 
ington Court House, Ohio. 

Chapman-Alexander Party.—Jan. 7-Feb. 11, 
Charleston, S. C. 


Edgar E. Davidson.—Jan., Campello, Mass. 

John W. Erskine—Dec. 13-31, Evart, Mich.; 
Jan. 7, Robinsdale, Minn. 

John W. Ham.—Dec., Broadway, N. C. 

Hart and Magann.—Jan.-Feb., Phoenix, Ariz. 

Robert Jones and Party.—Dec. 31, Blooming- 
ton, Ill.; Feb. 11, Zanesville, Ohio. 

Oscar Lowry and Party.—Nov. 
Pratt, Kans. 

Milford H. Lyon and Party.—Dec. 31, Portland, 
Me. 

Nicholson-Hemminger Party.—Dec. 31-Feb. 11, 
Tyrone, Pa. 

Milton S. Rees.—Jan., Worcester, Mass. 


19-Dec. 24, 


Charles C. Smith and Party.—Dec., Winne- 
bago, Minn.; Jan., Mankato, Minn. 
Charles T. Wheeler and Party.—Nov. . 1-Dec. 


17, West St. Louis, and Wellston, Mo. 
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The far-reaching influence of the North- 
field Conferences is being increasingly 
shown from year to year. The following 
is from a letter received a short time ago: 


It may be of interest to you to know 
the influences that Northfield and its con- 
ferences have exerted upon my family life. 
About nine years ago my daughter came 
to me with what then seemed a strange 
request, viz., that she might go with others 
from the First Baptist Sunday School and 
wait on table during the General Confer- 
ence for that year. I was not favorable, 
afterward consented, but, being somewhat 
anxious, I planned a visit to an aunt in 
K— , and on arriving there suggested to my 
wife that we go over to Northfield and 
see what my daughter was doing. 

We did not find accommodations other 
than Stone Hall for myself and the Gym- 
nasium for my wife. We remained, be- 
came interested, and have been coming ever 
since. Of the girls, nearly all became stu- 
dent volunteers, and of the number M. is 
to-day a missionary at Smyrna, Turkey, 
home just now on furlough. H. is on her 
way to the interior of the Soudan in 
Africa. Returning from Northfield she 
graduated from the State Normal Art 
School, had a bright future before her, left 
to attend the Gordon Missionary Training 
School where she met Mr. A. Both gradu- 


ated therefrom. She went to the Baptist 
Hospital, Parker Hill, Brookline, and after 
two years’ training as a nurse came out 
prepared for her life work. Meanwhile. 
Mr. A. served as assistant secretary of 
Naval Y. M. C. A. at Charlestown, and as 
secretary of Y. M. C. A. at M. Returning 
to Massachusetts he became assistant pas- 
tor at the Baptist Church at Fall River, 
where he was ordained. 

I have a younger son who came with me 
first, and went to Camp Northfield, and 
afterwards attended Student Conferences 
two years with the Harvard delegation. He 
too became a student volunteer on Round 
Top. He graduated from Harvard this 
year and intends going to Union Theologi- 
cal and Columbia University this fall and 
is looking toward China or Japan, as the 
way may open, as a teacher in some educa- 
tional institution. 

His cousin, whom he took to Camp 
Northfield with him and you kindly allowed 
me to place in the School at Mount Her- 
mon, has recently graduated therefrom, 
has been secretary of the Y. M. C. A. 
and editor of The Hermonite, and gener- 
ally made good. The First Baptist Church, 
of which all my family have been members, 
sends annually twenty-five or more persons 
to the General Conference. A movement is 
now on in this city to send fifty or more 
to the Sunday School Conference from the 
Federated Sunday School. 


EDITOR’S CORRESPONDENCE. 


Cuancui, N. CuHina. 


October 24, 1916. 
My Dear Mr. Moody: 


The Recorp or CuristIAN Work has been 
coming to us for ovér a year. How much 
it has meant you cannot know unless you 
have lived, the only foreigners, in a heathen 
city, and with not a touch of inspiration or 
uplift outside one’s own home and one’s 
own making. When I tell you that I have 
not heard one English sermon in eighteen 
months you will see what a joy the paper is 
to us on Sundays. Through somebody’s 
generosity this source of blessing comes to 
us. Please accept our hearty thanks. 

We are four in family, for two precious 
little boys bless our home. Two weeks since 
we made a short evangelistic trip. To say 


we were a mine days’ wonder tells but a © 


small part of the truth. We went ina spring 
wagon, a wonderful invention in the eyes 


of these people, as all the North China 
carts are absolutely springless. Since all 
our bedding, food, and cooking utensils must 
be taken, a baggage cart came second in the 
line. We have the rare good fortune to 
have fresh milk here, so our baby is on 
cow’s milk. Therefore a cow entered the 
procession; and since the proper Chinese 
cow will not condescend to give milk with- 
out a calf at hand to start each milking, 
a calf must needs trudge wearily along as 
rear guard. But oh, the discomforts of the 
journey were all forgotten when I sat in a 
tiny mud room and watched fifty eager 
women hear the Gospel story; then when 
they went to their homes repeating the 
newly learned song, “He constantly has 
compassion on me,” one was repaid many 
times for all the effort made. 

We've a walled city right at our doors 
which has scarcely been entered by the 
Good News of the Kingdom. We are pray- 
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ing for the means to purchase a discarded 
brewery (!) that an Institutional church 
may be opened in this city, which has not a 
nurse, doctor, dispensary, kindergarten, or 
church with regular services, within its 
walls. Will you not ask for prayer for 
Changli city?” In answer to prayer $500 has 
come from a dear invalid (who may soon 
go up into the King’s presence) for first 
payment on this property, which, with re- 
pairs, will cost $5000. So we have His 
token of approval, and pray with deeper 
and fuller trust, “Lord, give us Changli for 


Thee.” 


Sincerely, 
Mar CuisHotm Brown. 


Rev. Charles E. Scott of Tsingtau, Shan- 
tung Province, North China, who was a 
speaker at the Northfield Conference in 
1915, writes encovragingly of the evangel- 
istic work being «--tied on in some of the 
ancient walled cities of China. There are 
now seventeen hundred of them that are 

open for the first time to the Gospel, but 


the difficulty is in securing sufficient 
workers to enter the field at once. Writ- 
ing under date of September 30, Mr. Scott 
says: 


“The live experiences out in the country 
grow more and more interesting and in- 
structive to me, the more I with the years 
get into the inside of Chinese life and 
hearts. We have had many soul-stirring 
and joyous experiences in our evangelistic 
work this year. In special services held 
during the winter in my field, every church 
and group of Christians went on the tith- 
ing basis, even in their unusual poverty, 
due to famine conditions; while this spring 
and summer it has been my privilege to 
preach Christ to mountaineers who have 
thus heard His name for the first time. 
And also the unique experience of preach- 
ing in large Buddhist and Taoist establish- 
ments to the priests therein, not only as 
they gathered around me in their temple 
courts, but also to pray with them in their - 
temples after they had performed their 
courses, and in the very presence of their 
idols.” 
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Our Book Table. 


Doctor Luther. By Gustav Freytag. 
Publication Society, Philadelphia. 
Cloth. 203 pages. $1 net. 


Gustav Freytag stands exceedingly high in Ger- 
many as a literary artist, and among his produc- 
tions his ‘‘Pictures of the German Past’? hold the 
central place. Of these pictures Professor 
Riemer considers that of ‘‘Doctor Luther” to be 
the best, a faithful translation of which is here 
presented. This is not a chronological history 
of Luther (although a handy “Table of Dates” is 
added) but, rather, a lively picture of the great 
Doctor, who appeared in various disguises (as 
once as a trooper) because of the evil times, but 
who was ever the simple-minded, clear-visioned, 
great-hearted protagonist of a reformed and re- 
forming faith, This volume is an unfolding or 
exemplification of the premise of Freytag that 
“the space of time from 1500 to 1600 embraces 
the greatest spiritual movement that has ever 
stirred a nation to its innermost depths.” A 
vague love of adventure possessed all classes, 
rich and poor, learned and unlearned, saints vying 
with vagabonds, and peddlers of trinkets jostling 
peddlers of indulgences. Out of those yeasty 
times came the Reformation, and in this book a 
number of revealing sidelights are thrown upon 
the personality of the eminent Doctor whose 
theses were destined to remake a theological and 
political world. The work is adorned with por- 
traits, and the typography is all that could be 
desired.—C. A. S. D. 


Lutheran 
Illustrated. 


- Exposition. 


Group Theories of Religion and the Religion of 
the Individual. By Clement C. J. Webb. Mac- 
millan Co., New York. Cloth. 210 pages. 
STDs 


This study of the nature of religion is the sub-— 


stance of lectures at the University of Oxford 
Summer School and essentially a criticism of the 
methods and results of certain theories of a 
group of French scholars. 

With great sympathy and trenchant scholar- 
ship, with enlightened understanding and a rare 
knowledge of Scripture, he takes up M. Durk- 
heim’s definition of religion, who claims re- 
ligion to be a vanishing factor in life, and who 
holds that Edward Caird and Doctor Jevons, 
when they take Christianity as the standard of 
religion, do so from “theological and confessional 
prejudice.” There follows a criticism of the 
sociological theory of religion, the sociological 
theory of categories, and especially of prelogical 
mentality. The philosophy which underlies the 
theories of the sociologists, and religion as M. 
Durkheim conceives it, are trenchantly criticised 
by Mr. Webb, who holds that we hear the authen- 
tic voice of the religious experience at its best 
in “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is.”—T. C. 


Handwork in Religious Education. By Addie 
Grace Wardle. University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago. Illustrated. Cloth. 143 pages. $1 
net. 


In Part I,—‘‘The Teacher and the Subject,”—the 
principles which underlie the use of handwork in 
school and Sunday school as an ideal method in 
teaching are stated. In Part II, which covers 
three fourths of the book,—‘‘The Pupil and Physi- 
cal Expansion,’—a practical application of these 
principles is attempted, with suggestions and 
many illustrations in stenciling, map-modeling, 
clay-modeling, sand-maps, etc., for children, and 
more advanced work for youths. The subject is 
thoroughly and intelligently handled and finely 
illustrated, and made more helpful by a list of 
books for reference on the same subject.—T. C. 


Living the Radiant Life. By George Wharton 
James. Radiant Life Press, Pasadena, Calif. 
Cloth, 291 pages. $1 net. 


The title and style of this book are most attract- 
ive. The author seems to be thoroughly con- 


vinced of the possibility of the life which he 


advocates, and in a pleasing and easy style makes 
his plea in behalf of it. To the average Christian 
reader the title will suggest a discussion of the 
deeper Christian life, the victorious life, or the 
life which is Christ. He will not have read far 
in it before he discovers that it is the very 
antithesis of this. The author uses the word 
radiant not in a metaphysical, but in a literal 
sense. Accepting the theory of Swedenborg that 
all living beings are surrounded by various ‘‘aura,” 
whereby their mental and spiritual states radiate, 
he elaborates this and extends it to all things 
animate and inanimate. These radiancies are 
not merely influences, but actual emanations 
which in human beings are under the control of 
the will. So far has this theory been accepted 
by some people, that our author says that pic- 
tures or diagrams of the various aura, some in 
colors, were exhibited at the Panama-Pacific 
Assuming the reality of these, he says: 
“Thus it will be apparent that:—Every person, 
animal, and thing, consciously or unconsciously, 
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willingly or unwillingly, radiates good or evil. 
As human beings we radiate that which possesses 
us, and we influence those with whom we come 
in contact by our radiancies. The questions, 
then, that every true-hearted man and woman 
must, and will, ask, are: ‘Am I radiating good 
or evil? If evils why? If good, am I radiating 
as much as I might and should?’ For myself, I 
want every man and woman I meet. or shake 
hands with, to feel that I am physically strong, 
healthy, and vigorous; that I have vigor and 
health of mind; that I think for myself, rather 
than accept the opinions of others, and that in 
character, in spirit, in soul, I am healthy, vigor- 
ous, sincere, pure, true; that my emotions, my 
aspirations, my ambitions are noble and upward. 
I want to radiate spiritual health. Do you?” 

Much as we may sympathize with and approve 
the benevolence expressed in this quotation, and 
elsewhere in this book, it reveals the inherent 
weakness of the author’s position. The all-con- 
trolling principle in human personality is self. A 
man is what he wills to be, and he can do what 
he wills to do. This exaltation of self is the 
flaw in the whole argument and enables us to 
locate this author. This book is only another ex- 
ample of the exploitation and glorification of the 
self-life seen in the movement known as New 
Thought. Paul said, “Not I, but Christ.” In 
this book Christ is but little noticed. He is 
included in the same sentence with Gautama, 
Buddha, Confucius, Mahomet, Joan of Arc, 
Emerson, Browning, Whitman. This author also 
holds the doctrine of reincarnation. The world 
needs a life that radiates Christ. This book does 
not meet this need.—R. R. 


Mythical Interpretation of the Gospels (The). 
By Thomas James Thorburn, D. D., LL. D. 
Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York. Cloth. 356 
pages. $1.50 net. 


This volume was awarded the second decennial 
Bross prize of $6000. It is a learned examina- 
tion of the positions of the school of which Prof. 
A. Drews:is the foremost living representative, 
which attempts to resolve the Gospel narratives 
into legendary folklore and zodiacal myths. 
That the author’s work has been performed both 
patiently and well will be cordially conceded by 
all, even those who are unable to sympathize with 
a good deal of the background of his thinking. 
But the book is more than a mere successful piece 
of controversial writing. It inevitably suggests re- 
flections which may mark a veritable epoch in the- 
ological thought. Here is a critical Elias which 
was for to come. What is meant is, that it is 
high time that new standards of scholarship 
were set up, because German scholarship has run 
to seed. With all its industry, wealth of ac- 
cumulation, and patient working out of detail, it 
is fatally lacking in the juridical faculty, is 
biased by philosophical atmosphere, sees spe- 
cialists’ trees instead of the forest beheld by 
broad common sense, and is more and more giv- 
ing up the scientific, modern and inductive method. 
With its reckless linguistic derivations, far- 
fetched analogies and all-around wrongheaded- 
ness, the Drews theory is a gross outrage on 
common sense. And not very much less must 
be said of most of the German handling of the 
linguistic problems of both the Old Testament and 
the New. Here is the opportunity of American 
scholarship—a scholarship that will deal with 
existing texts and stop dogmatizing on founda- 
tions of conjectural readings and wholesale theory. 
Such a type of scholarship will make a name for 
itself, and formulate results which will endure.— 
BS. Fes 


Prayers for Eventide. By Christian F. Resiner. 
Abingdon Press, New York. Cloth. 79 pages. 
25 cents net. 


Arranged in daily order for one month are well- 
worded and reverent prayers for family devotions 
or personal use. To these are added several 
“Graces at Meat.” The alternate blank pages 


‘furnish room for personal adaptations or addi- 


iions.—F, L. D, 


Saints’ Legends. By Gordon MHall Gerould. 
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. Cloth. 393 
pages. $1.50 net. 


This scholarly study of the position in history 
and the minds of the nations of saints’ legends 
is a valuable contribution to students of such 
literature. The author assumes a thorough knowl- 
edge on the part of his readers of the legends he 
mentions, and thereon builds his studies. It is a 
book for students and will be invaluable in refer- 
ence libraries—E. C. W. 


Stories for Sunday Telling. By Carolyn Sherwin 


Bailey. Pilgrim Press, Boston. Cloth. 219 
pages. $1 net. 

Chimney Corner Tales. By Caroline Stetson 
Allen. Pilgrim Press, Boston. Illustrated. 
Cloth. 147 pages. $1 net. 


“Tell me a story’—how often the little folks, 
and the big ones, too, want to settle down, espe- 
cially at the end of the day, and be entertained! 
“Something to tell” is the usual question. “What 
shall it be?” 

And these two books are just the answer to 
that question. The first is a complete set of 
short stories appropriate to any occasion. Four 
series comprise the collection. They are as fol- 
lows: Sunday Fairy Stories, Stories of Play, 
Holiday Stories, and Stories of Everyday—each 
suggestive, well told, and with a good point. 
The Holiday Stories include those appropriate to 
Christmas, Easter, Valentine’s Day, Washington’s 
Birthday, Fourth of July and Thanksgiving. 

“Chimney Corner Tales” is of much the same 
character as “Stories for Sunday Telling,” ex- 
cept that some of the well-known Mother Goose 
tales are interwoven into several, and thus un- 
expected endings are effected which add much in- 
terest. A longer story than the rest, “A Cheer- 
ful Little Girl and Her Cheerful Little Doll,” 
including the second half of the book, is especially 
entertaining to little girls and is somewhat similar 
to “The House of Delight.” 

For mothers and teachers who ever seek stories 
for small children, these books will be suggestive 
and helpful.—D. 


Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews. By J.-B. 
Rotherham. Standard Publishing Co., Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, Cloth. 188 pages. $1. 


This is not a commentary, but some sixteen 
studies of portions of the Book of Hebrews, done 
in a devotional, partly homiletical, yet bold and 
original spirit. The author gives an ‘‘empha- 
sized” version of his own. His discussion of the 
authorship is worth careful reading, though one 
may not agree with his conclusion. In _ these 
“studies” he covers the entire book.—T. C. 


By A. Clutton-Brock. 
Cloth 132 


Ultimate Belief (The). 
E. P. Dutton & Co., New York. 
pages. $1 net. 

The behavior of a man, or of a nation, arises 

from belief. The Germans and the German nation 

to-day have a belief which has led them into 

a course of action which some condemn and some 

praise. They believe personal preferences must 
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be set aside for what they consider the good of 
Germany, and the writer judges that this has 
made them the tidiest, most efficient and most 
powerful nation in the world, and, also, an in- 
tolerable nuisance to all mankind. The German 
has a bad philosophy, he claims, but it is a defi- 
nite philosophy, and this at least gives aim and 
strength. The defect in other nations is that they 
teach no philosophy at all, either for the nation 
or the individual. If the great evil in Germany is 
the conscious worship of Germany, the great evil 
in England is the unconscious worship of money, 
and against that her boys and girls have no pro- 
tection whatever founded in their reason. They 
have, it may be said, a religious protection; but 
religion itself, he holds, is at the mercy of a 
false philosophy. Be good and you will prosper, 
is often the reason given for goodness as an aim. 
The virtues become paying virtues, and what 
pays in this world, we reason, will pay in the 
next. To tell your boy there is a God, and that 
he must obey the will of God, is not enough. 
Unless you tell him why, he may think he must 
obey the will of God that he may go to heaven, 
or get rich. 

Our whole society, the writer holds, suffers 
from a wrong perspective of values, from a _ be- 
wildered worldliness, that is not even content with 
itself. Perversity in nation or individual is bad, 
but bewilderment and discontent are far from 


good, and lead nowhere, unless we find right 

values.—T. C. 

Uncle David’s Little Nephew. By Emma C. 
Cram. Pilgrim Press, Boston. Illustrated. 
Board. 66 pages. 75 cents net. 

This is a welcome addition to “The David 


Stories” which have entertained the little folks 
as they have been published one after another. 
Here we find David growing up to manhood in 
his uncle’s home in Vermont, since the circum- 
stances of his life were changed at his mother’s 
death. David is a clean, honest, persevering boy 
whose success in life depends upon these qualifi- 
cations rather than upon wealth or any turn in 
fortune and environment. 

The settings of these stories are instructive, 
being laid in the early part of the nineteenth 
century and taking the reader through the time 
of the Civil War. The book includes that great 
event and presents some of the experiences of the 
soldiers who showed such bravery at that time. 
The atmosphere, style, attractive publication, and 
suggestive illustrations go to make this story in- 
teresting and an enjoyable contribution to the 
library of the small boy.—D. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 
After College—What? By Robert Bolwell. 


Revell Co., New York. Cloth. 
cents net. 


1d, del 
127 pages. 75 


Are You Human? By William DeWitt Hyde. 


Macmillan Co., New York. Cloth. 65 pages. 
50 cents. 
Bible Reading and Religious Training in the 


Home. Prepared by Robert Wells Veach, D. D. 
Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath 
School Work, Philadelphia. Paper. 47 pages. 
15 cents. 


Book of Family Worship (A). Compiled by Rev. 
Louis F, Benson, D. D., Cheesman A. Herrick, 
Ph. D., LL. D., Rev. Frank Lukens, Rev. Har- 
old McA. Robinson. Presbyterian Board of 
Publication and Sabbath School Work, Phila- 
delphia. Cloth. 112 pages. 50 cents net. 
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THOUGHTS FOR THE QUIET HOUR. 


JANUARY, 1917. 


Monday, ist. Forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before. Phil. tit. 13. 

In going forward from year to year one 
of the secrets of a true life lies in cutting 
loose from the past. No year is good 
enough to be a standard for the one that 
comes after it. Each new year should be 
a step in the mountain climb, lifting our 
feet a little higher, into clearer air and 
heavenlier atmosphere. Whatever our at- 
tainments or achievements may have been 
yesterday, they should be nobler and better 
to-day—J. R. Miller. 


Tuesday, 2nd. Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis- 
mayed: for the Lorp thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest. Josh. 1. 9. 


Our Father, through the coming year 
We know not what shall be;_ 
But we would leave without a fear 

Its ordering all to Thee. 
It may be we shall toil in vain 
For what the world holds fair, 
And all its good, we thought to gain, 
Deceive, and prove but care. 


It may be it shall bring us days 
And nights of lingering pain, 

And bid us take our farewell gaze 
Of these loved haunts of men. 

But calmly, Lord, on Thee we rest; 
No fears our trust shall move: 
Thou knowest what for each is best, 

And Thou art perfect love. 


—Selected. 


Wednesday, 3rd. My presence shall go 
with thee, and I will give thee rest. Ex. 
XLXWM. T4. 
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Our rest is in the complete abandonment 


of ourselves to Him. He is mine, and I~ 


am His. He altogether mine, and all that 
He is, all that He has, all that He can be, 
and all that He can do, mine. And I 
altogether His—out into all the past goes 
the hush of His gracious forgiveness, 
breathing over it a peace that cannot be 
broken. Close over me He standeth with 
His tender whisper, “Fear not’; ever car- 
ing for me, and caring for me in every- 
thing. On into the unknown He looketh. 
He planneth all, He provideth, He lead- 
eth. So compassed about with His favor 
as with a shield, He maketh me to lie down. 
—Mark Guy Pearse. 


Thursday, 4th. We will not. Dan. ii. 18. 


The three Hebrew children said, “We 
will not serve thy gods.” And there they 
rested. They had nothing to do with re- 
sults. If the king threw them into a 
fiery furnace, that was his business; and it 
was God’s business to look after the fire 
when they were thrown in it. They simply 
said, and acted, No/—We will not. Dare 
to say No! We are too apt to think what 
the result will be if we say No! All we 
have to do is to decide what is right, and 
stand by it—Margaret Botiome. 


Friday, 5th. Whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about is neck, and that he were 


drowned in the depth of the sea. Matt. 
xvii. 6. 
Never dare to hurt any soul. The most 


awful consciousness a man can have is 
that he has hurt a human soul years ago 
and now has no power to repair the dam- 
age. He may have recovered from the in- 
jury to his own being, but the knowledge 
that he has ever injured the soul of an- 
other man or woman, who has gone out of 
his sight now, so that he cannot know how 
serious the injury may have been, is a 
terrible thing for anyone to know.—Phillips 
Brooks. 


Saturday, 6th. Make me to go in the 
path of thy commandments; for therein do 
I delight. Ps. cwix. 35: 

We are too fond of our own will. We 
want to be doing what we fancy mighty 
things; but the great point is, to do small 


things, when called to them, in a right 
spirit—Richard Cecil. 


Sunday, 7th. He that believeth on me, 
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water. John vit. 
38. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ came He 
did not know anything about “into” at all. 
He said, “out of.” It is not what we can 
get, but what we can give; not what 
we can enjoy for ourselves, but what 
we can do for others, and, above all, 
for Jesus Christ, our Lord and Master. 
We are appointed to be rivers; we are ap- 
pointed to bring life to souls. That is the 
very reason God has sent us, that we may 
take His life to those who are dead in their 
sins. Here is a test of the reality of our 
consecration. Have we taken, and do we 
take day by day, the living Christ to dead 
souls? The river speaks of life; and not 
only of life, but also of power. Have we 
been to God for His own power for our 
ministry? Moreover, a river speaks of 
abundance. God has given us the oppor- 
tunity of giving the very best we have to 
Him. Let us not be afraid to give our 
very best every day, for there is lots more 
to follow; the river will never cease to 
flow.—T. R. O’Meara. 


Monday, 8th. Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 
There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 1 
Corns ia: ; 


God very often allows us to fall, ... . 
in order that by that humiliation we may 
learn how slow and difficult is the path 
towards perfection, and how greatly we 
need the grace and help of Christ Jesus, 
and how little we can do to help our- 
selves—J. N. Figgis. 


Tuesday, 9th. Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. 
Matt. vii. 21. 


Christianity is judged, as all systems are 


_judged, by the kind of people it makes; 


and the sign of Christ’s life in anyone is 
its power of reproduction. The disciples 
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who companied with their Master were not 
only heralds of a truth, but exponents of 
a life, and the outer adjuncts of a life 
may pass, but the seed of Christ’s char- 
acter in anyone by the power of the Spirit 
will live—C. I. Atherton. 


Wednesday, roth. How shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation? Heb. ii. 3. 

Blessed are those whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 
Rom. iv. 7. 

The things pertaining to God are much 
more important than the things pertaining 
to men, for they are the things which con- 
cern your soul, which is immortal... . 
‘In the things pertaining to this life, a man 
can, to a certain extent, manage for him- 
self if he likes. But the things pertaining 
to God, no man can handle properly him- 
self. You cannot be your own Saviour. 
You cannot forgive your own sins. You 
cannot blot out one single sin that is set 
down against you, and . . . . one unfor- 
given sin is enough to destroy your soul 
forever !—F. S. Webster. 


Thursday, 11th. Bringing every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ. 
2 Cop Ee BUR WA. 


You never can tell what your thoughts will 
do 
In bringing you hate or love; 
For thoughts are things, and their airy 
wings 
Are swift as carrier dove. 
They follow the law of the universe, 
As the thing must create its kind; 
And they speed o’er the track to bring you 
back 
Whatever went out from your mind. 


—Selected. 


Friday, 12th. Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled. Matt. De (Os 

Are you . hungering and _ thirst- 
ing after righteousness? . . Lhen-you 
cannot be disappointed. God will not allow 
disappointment to follow such aspirations. 
He has plainly said, “Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled.” The 
Lord is not a host who invites more guests 
than his banqueting table will accommodate. 
There is no shortness in the Father’s house, 
there is “bread enough and to spare.’— 
Joseph Parker. 


Saturday, 13th. So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom. Ps. xc. 12. 

One kind word, bringing cheer, one help- 
ful deed, making toil easier, one short 
prayer to be better and wiser, may make a 
day to be numbered in heaven —Selected. 


Sunday, 14th. Seek the Lorn and his 
strength, seek his face continually. 1 
Chron. «vi. II. 

To “seek the Lorp” involves no pilgrim- 
age, for He “is nigh unto all them that 
call upon him,” and is Himself seeking 
them with an ardent love which will not be 
denied. In the end it is not the lost sheep 
which seeks the Shepherd, nor the lost 
child who finds his way home to the Father. 
Their crying swiftly brings Him in tender 
mercy to the relief of the sin-stricken. 

And after finding Him, or rather, after 
having been found of Him, the first need 
of the rescued is of power for the duties 
and demands of the new life. To “seek 

. his strength,’ therefore, is the 
daily endeavor of those who know them- 
selves insufficient. And to all such comes 
the repeated assurance, “My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” None need 
cherish any lurking apprehension of failure, 
for in this as in all things else, “every one 
that asketh receiveth.” It is our emptiness 
which constitutes our sure claim upon God. 
—J. Stuart Holden. 


Monday, 5th. J am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. Gal. 1. 20. 

God has some souls whom He cannot 
afflict in any ordinary way, for they love 
Him so that they are ready for any out- 
ward sorrow or bereavement. He there- 
fore scourges them with inward trials, 
vastly more painful than any outward trib- 
ulation could be; thus crucifying them to 
self.—Elizabeth Prentiss. 


Tuesday, 16th. Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
Rev. tw. 10. 

God does not ask for success, but for 
faithfulness. Success is attractive, nothing 
succeeds like it; but God looks deeper, He 
marks the effort. He does not ask the same 
of all, but the best that each can do. There 
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is no competitive examination for heaven. 
There are no words in the Gospel more full 
of encouragement for us than these, “She 
hath done what she could.”—H. C. Frith. 


Wednesday, 17th. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light. Matt. #1. 29, 30. 

Nobody wants to be a killjoy. We have 
the right to be happy and we ought to be so. 
But we are here in God’s world to do some- 
thing more than merely be comfortable and 
respectable. . . . . The world is the arena 
on which mighty battles are being fought 
out to a grim finish. Life flows with tides 
of moral tragedy, sometimes bank-full and 
cutting down ancient barriers as flood tides 
sweep the sand. No earnest soul can be 
either careless or cowardly in the presence 
of this fact. Each has a mission 
to perform and a message to give in the 
world where God has placed him. . 
Somehow we want to have our lives count. 
.. .. This is the modern translation of 
the “burden” of the Lord—Ozora S. Davis. 


Thursday, 18th. I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should bring forth 
fruit. John xv. 16. 

As to fruitfulness, the question is not 
what we are, nor what we can do: “J am 
the true vine.” And further, the cultiva- 
tion, on which so much depends, is in un- 
erring hands, “my Father is the husband- 
man.” He turns our thoughts away from 
self altogether, and practically says, “Be- 
lieve in God, believe also in me.’—J. Hud- 
son Taylor. 


Friday, roth. The Lorn ts good, a strong 
hold in the day of trouble; and he know- 
eth them that trust in him. Nahum i. 7. 

Each exercise of trust in God prepares 
the soul for still further trust. Believing 
becomes easy by repetition. Every manifes- 
tation of Divine goodness is as a lodestone 
to the heart, to draw it nearer to God. 
Thus He is weaning us from the world, 
training us to perfect reliance on Himself, 
satisfying us with the joys of His service, 
and preparing us for all His will. Our 
troubles do not spring from the dust, they 
are employed by our Father as occasions 
for revealing Himself to us in mercy and 
grace.—William Dickinson. 


Saturday, 20th. Put on... . kindness. 
Col. ww. 12. 

The kind word spoken in His service, the 
cup of cold water given in His name,— 
these are possible to the poorest, and kings 
can give no more.—Frederick W. Farrar. 


Sunday, 21st. We are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works. 
Eph. ww. ro. 

The great apostle insists that each life is 
a poem. “We are God’s workmanship’— 
in the original Greek, ‘We are God’s 
poem.” . And when God Almighty 
conceived of your life, you were present to 
Him as a fair thought which He incarnated 
in your being and sent you forth to fulfill 
its purpose. He means you to translate 
His thought into the music of a holy life. 
He gives the poem, you contribute the 
music. You set His poem, His thought, to 
music, and your life, therefore, is intended 
to go on singing through the world. Each 
of us is distinct from everybody else. Do 
not, then, try to imitate another. Be your- 
self. Give people the very best possible 
conception of that thought in God’s mind 
which He embodied in your life and so sent 
forth—F. B. Meyer. 


Monday, 22nd. My son, give me thine 
heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways. 
Prov. xxi. 26. 


What the Lord wants is not what you 
have got, but yourself, and you cannot do 
a thing to please God until you surrender 
yourself to Him.—D. L. Moody. 


Tuesday, 23rd. Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends. John «xv. 13. 


The spirit of self-sacrifice 
Stays not to count its price. 
Christ did not of His mere abundance cast 
Into the empty treasury of man’s store; 
The First and Last 
Gave until even He could give no more: 
His very living, 
Such was Christ’s giving. 
—Anna E. Hamilton. 


Wednesday, 24th. We have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which 
is of God; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God. tr Cor. 


MW. 12. 


“The spirit of the world” makes im- 
possible the growth, even if not the exist- 


Thoughts for the Quiet Hour. 43 


ence, of spiritual life. It is a question 
never settled yet, how far the possession 
of a worldly spirit is compatible with the 
existence of spiritual life; but one thing 
is sure, that growth is utterly impossible 
so long and so far as a worldly spirit has 
possession and control, For the spiritual 
life has its own form of sustenance; it 
grows by familiarity with spiritual things, 
and cannot grow otherwise.—A. T. Pierson. 


Thursday, 25th. I give myself unto 
prayer. Ps. cix. 4. 

Prayer is a character builder. Men are 
influenced by their associations. If they 


talk with wise men, they get wisdom from 
them, and power from the strong, gentle- 
ness from the kind, sincerity from the 
humble. If men associate with God in 
prayer, God will mould them. If we will 
spend time with Him, whether we are alone 
or in public places, He will work upon us 
and build Himself and His likeness in us. 
—Robert E. Speer. 


Friday, 26th. J am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing. John 
XU. 5. 

Apart from God there is no life, no 
assurance, no gain. And it is those who 
dare all and accept all the risks who find 
the eternal power and bring the Kingdom 
of God from heaven to earth. Every gain 
of man, every new assurance of faith, has 
been won by venturing upon the funda- 
mental convictions of the soul, in the teeth 
of difficulty and with a challenge to all 
events—W. E. Orchard. 


Saturday, 27th. Happy is that people, 
whose God is the Lorp. Ps. cxliv. 15. 

God has one will for all of us. It is that 
we should be happy. Our happiness, then, 
is dependent upon our being wholly within 
that will—G. Campbell Morgan. 


Sunday, 28th. Buying up the oppor- 
tunity. Eph. v. 16 (R. V. margin). 

We have the opportunities daily, but I 
fear we fail to redeem them. Of course, 
no one wants to seem obtrusive or tact- 
less; and people are habitually reserved 
about religious matters; though, perhaps, 


timidity is as responsible as reverence for 
our silence. The plain fact is, that Chris- 
tianity is a missionary religion, and all true 
Christians must be missionaries. To spread 
the Good News is not exclusively the work 
of the clergy, nor of others set apart for 
special religious activities. Every Christian 
should bear witness, not only in his life, but 
with his lips, to the faith he confesses, and 
should try to bring others into Christ’s 
Kingdom. The field for such work is his 
entire circle of acquaintance. He is the 
brother of all men, and that brotherhood 
involves sharing the common inheritance of 
truth received from the Universal Father. 
How is he to fulfill this duty?—W. H. Van 
Allen. 


Monday, 29th. By love unfeigned. 2 
Cor. vi. 6. 

If you would gain mankind, the best way 
is to appear to love them, and the best way 
of appearing to love them, is to love them 
in reality—Jeremy Bentham. 


Tuesday, 30th. Unless the Lorp had been 
my help, my soul had soon dwelt in silence. 
When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, 
O Lorn, held me up. In the multitude of 
my thoughts within me thy comforts de- 
light my soul. Ps. xciv. 17-19 (R. V.). 

He who thinks often of God, who sub- 
ordinates his will day by day to His will, 
and to whom his Maker is thus a daily 
Reality, does not discover that the Great 
Companion has disappeared or dissolved 
into a myth in the hour of danger, but 
rather that He is “a very present help” in 
time of trouble—J. Warschauer. 


Wednesday, 31st. Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which 
1s in heaven. Matt. v. 16. 

“Glorify your Father’! Why do not 
the words stir us and inflame us? To 
serve Him were much; but we are called 
to more than that. To please Him were 
blessed; but ours is to be a higher life than 
that. So living as that men shall glorify 
Him—What possibility can be beyond that? 
It is the heaven of the highest angels; it 
is the rapture of the seraphs; it is the 
great life-work of the Son of God; and yet 
it is Christ’s command concerning you and 
me !—Selected. 


DEVOTIONAL STUDIES IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


LESSONS. 


Rev. F. B. Meyer, B. A., D. D. 


JOHN THE BAPTIST AND JESUS. 
(January 14, John i. 19-34.) 


John i. 19-28. 
John i. 29-34. 


Jan. 10, Matt. xvii. 1-13. 

Jan. 11. Luke iti. 1-6. 

Jan. 12. Luke iii. 7-14. 

Jan. 13. Luke ii. 15-175 21-22. 
Jan. 14, Matt. xi. 7-15. 


The whole country was aroused by the 
Baptist’s appearance in the Jordan Valley. 
The river there is about 100 feet across, 
and its depth, except in winter, would be 
from three to seven feet. It was not only 
his message that moved the land, but his 
spare form, his independence of much that 
men deem needful for life and comfort, 
his unshorn Nazarite locks, rough hair- 
cloth dress, and simple food—the wild 
honey of the rock and the locust (Lev. xi. 
22). He was not like the waving reeds at 
the river’s edge, but a prophet, yea, and 
much more than a prophet, for he was 
God’s anointed messenger, sent before the 
face of the Messiah to prepare His way. 
The nation generally was expecting the 
appearance of the Messiah, as taught in 
Daniel ix. 24, 25; and therefore was pre- 
pared for any great religious movement, 
which should usher in the day of the Lord. 

According to all the Rabbis, repentance 
must precede redemption. “As long as 
Israel does not repent, it cannot expect a 
Saviour,” said Rabbi Juda. But this re- 
pentance, as Malachi taught, was to be the 
work of the messenger (Mal. iii. 1). There- 
fore the Preacher was welcomed by the 
crowds which poured forth from the 
neighboring metropolis, as well as from the 
towns and villages, clustering at the foot 
of Lebanon. 

This period of popularity lasted for 
twelve or eighteen months, and then the 
memorable events took place which are 
described in this paragraph and happened 
on three following days (ver. 29, 35). The 
greater number of those that flocked to 
hear the Baptist returned to their homes 
to discuss his words and live out their new 
vows; but several of the flower of Israel 
attached themselves to the preacher per- 


manently as disciples. 
the writer of this Gospel, and he was doubt- 
less a witness of the events which he de- 
scribes and which led to the crisis of his. 
own career. 

Tue First Day: “I AM Not THE CHRIST.” 
Six weeks before this day Jesus had come 
to the Baptist for the administration of 
the rite of baptism. His cousin, who knew 
well His blameless life, endeavored to 
hinder Him. Aware, as he was, that Jesus. 
had no sins to confess, the Baptist felt the 
incongruity of the rite, which symbolized 
the confession of washing away of sin. He 
felt that he himself had more need to be 


baptized as a sinner, than to administer the- 


baptism of repentance to One, Who, so far 
as observation went, was sinless. His ob- 
jection was, however, overruled, and since 
Jesus could make no confession of personal 
sin, He probably made a vicarious con- 
fession of the sins of the nation, with 
which He identified Himself, as the Pass- 
over lamb was identified with the sins of 
the nation. 

The Baptist had been informed on his: 
entrance on his ministry that the Messiah 
would be indicated by a special sign: (ver. 
33). This sign was given as our Lord 
emerged from the grave of water: “The 
Spirit descended as a dove and abode.” 
We cannot but recall Gen. viii. 10. Twice 
over we are told that “he abode on him” 
(ver. 32, 33). It was no transient endue- 
ment, and this greatly impressed the Bap- 
tist. It may be that the cousins had known 
comparatively little of each other. John 
had been reared in the desert. It had 
never occurred to him that one so closely 
related might be the Messiah. “I knew 
him not” (ver. 33). But henceforth he had 
no doubt. It was clear that the great 
prophecies of the past were fulfilled, and 
that the Messianic age, long looked for, had 
arrived. Then our Lord disappeared from 
the Jordan Valley. He was led of the 
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted ; 


. but John was well fortified for the close 


inquiry which was to be instituted by the 
religious leaders of his age. 


Amongst them was 


: 


. 


‘ 
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Whilst all this was taking place on the 
Jordan banks, the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem 
grew uneasy at the advancing popularity of 
this Heaven-sent preacher and commis- 
sioned a deputation of their number to en- 
snare him by their questions. These men 
arrived about six weeks after the baptism 
of Jesus. In the midst of a vast listening 
crowd, the representatives of an order of 
things destined to vanish away, questioned 
the herald of the new era. “Who art 
thou?” said they, “Art thou the Christ?” 
It was a great moment, and if the Bap- 
tist had dared to pose as the Messiah 
thousands would have unfurled the old 
standard of Judas Maccabeus and leaped 
into a frenzied revolt. But without a mo- 
ment’s hesitation, John confessed, and de- 
nied not, “J am not the Christ.” 

“Who art thou then?” they inquired. 
“The prophet, Malachi, told us that Elijah 
should announce the Day of the Lord. Art 
thou Elijah?” If they had asked if he was 
clothed in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
John must have answered in the affirma- 
tive; but to the question, as they put it, 
there was only one reply, “J am not.” 
“Are you the prophet that Moses fore- 
told?” they asked once more, referring to 
Deut. xviii. 15, 18. Amid the hushed sus- 
pense the Baptist. answered “No.” Then 
followed two announcements of the most 
striking importance. The one that he was 
but a voice (Isa. xl. 3); the other that 
there was standing amongst them (perhaps 
Jesus had already returned from the Temp- 
tation) Whom they knew not, One Who 
was the Desire of all nations. What awe 
must have settled down upon the people! 
How they must have looked on each other, 
wondering of whom he spake! Could it be 
that at last the day had come of which 
kings and prophets and righteous men had 
spoken, but died without seeing! 

Tue Sreconp Day: “BEHOLD THE LAMB OF 
Gop.’ It has been suggested that at that 
moment when Jesus no longer stood among 
the crowds as on the previous day, but 
definitely approached the Baptist, flocks of 
sheep and lambs intended for the approach- 
ing Passover were just then passing the 
Jordan ford on their way to the Temple. 
But it is not necessary to import this par- 
ticular reference to account for John’s 
startling exclamation. He was so pene- 


trated with Isaiah’s prophecies that it was 
perfectly natural to quote the familiar 
fifty-third chapter, which reads like a fifth 
Gospel, as it foretells how the Servant of 
the Lord would be led “as a lamb to the 
slaughter.” 

The points of likeness and contrast be- 
tween the Lamb and the lambs offered in 
daily sacrifice, or between the Passover and 
Calvary are deeply interesting. The spot- 
less purity of Jesus was shown in their 
innocence; the attractive gentleness, meek- 
ness, and humility of our Lord, in their 
natural grace; the sacrificial and propitia- 
tory aspect of His Cross, in their being slain 
for sacrifice. John saw in Jesus the propi- 
tiation that was carrying and _ bearing 
away the sin of the world. Note those re- 
markable words, “Which taketh away the 
sin of the world.’ They trifle with the 
plain sense of the Baptist’s words who ex- 
clude the idea of propitiatory and expia— 
tory suffering. The whole Gospel is here. 
These words give the clue to the mysterious 
anguish which at times overwhelmed our 
Saviour, and describe the attitude which 
we should ever adopt of beholding Him. 
Let it never be forgotten, however, that 
the Lamb was also “the Word,” and be- 
fore all worlds and men (cf. ver. 15, 27, 
30 with 1, 2). 

We need fire to kindle as well as blood 
to cleanse. It is much to have the baptism 
of water, but at the best this is only nega- 
tive, we need the baptism of fire, 2.¢., of 
Love, which cleanses, quickens and com- 
municates passion to serve or suffer (Matt. 
iii. 11). But as Jesus could not be mani- 
fested (ver. 31) until John’s ministry had 
almost fulfilled its course, so it is -still. 
Only when there has been repentance and- 
confession of sin, which submission to 
John’s baptism signified, is a sinner pre- 
pared to receive Christ. May the winnow- 
ing fan prepare the way for the torch, and 
the water for the fire! (See Luke i. 17.) 


GoLpEN Text: John 1. 29. 


FIRST DISCIPLES OF THE LORD JESUS. 
(January 21, John i. 35-51.) 


Jan. 15. John i. 35-42. 
Jan. 16. John i. 43-51. 
anweli~e lucene alae 
Jan. 18. Luke v. 27-32. 
Janekoneencts ix, 1-8. 
ane 205. Eph ive, 1-16: 
Jan. 21. Matt. xix. 23-30. 


Our tendency is to belittle the idea of the 
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Church. It stands for very little in the 
thinking of most of us. How different is 
this attitude to that of the New Testa- 
ment. To Paul, for instance, the Church 
stood next to his devotion to Christ. He 
spoke of it in the most glowing terms. It 
was the Bride of Christ waiting for the 
consummation of her union with her Lord. 
It was the Temple of God on earth, in 
which He dwelt, as of old He journeyed 
with His people through the wilderness. 
It was the very body of Christ, through 
which He wrought His mighty works. It 
is fitting then for us to have our minds 
brought back to the first principles and 
conceptions of the primitive disciples and 
adherents of our Lord. 

THe Germ THOUGHT OF THE CHURCH IS 
PersoNaAL ADHERENCE To Curist. There 
were great varieties in the groups and indi- 
viduals out of whom He has constituted 
His Church. Take first the Groups,—three 
groups of four men each. The first group 
may be termed the Boanergic. It consisted 
of Peter and Andrew, James and John. 
These were the princes and leaders of that 
glorious company, the men of largest build, 
most conspicuous gifts and most fervent 
devotion. The second group may be termed 
the Reflective and Critical. It comprised 
Philip and Thomas, Nathanael and Mat- 
thew. They must see before they believe, 
must have sufficient demonstration before 
they confess their allegiance, must pass 
through the most awful experiences of 
cloud and darkness, before they find their 
feet steadfastly set on the Rock. The third 
group may be termed the Practical. It 
comprised James, the son of Alpheus, and 
Jude his brother, Simon Zelotes, another 
brother, all three being probably cousins 
of Christ, and Judas the man from Kerioth, 
a village in Judea. These were the men 
of affairs, the business men, the men with 
a policy of Jewish supremacy over their 
Roman enemies and the world, which they 
hoped to achieve through union with 
Christ. But of each of these groups, amid 
all their differences and varieties, Christ 
was the center. 

1. They were attracted to Christ. Be- 
fore He published a manifesto, or preached 
a sermon, or revealed the purpose of His 
mission, they came to Him. His per- 
sonality was their magnet. His invita- 


tion to “Come and see” was their fasci- 
nation. His promise that they should see 
heaven opened, as the patriarch had done 
centuries before, was their spell. When 
the Baptist pointed Him out, John and 
Andrew followed Him to His simple abid- 
ing-place, and never left Him till they saw 
His receding figure die away into the 
heavens from whence He came. Andrew 
brought his own brother Peter, who thence- 
forward was His devoted friend and fol- 
lower. Philip acknowledged the spell of 
that wondrous personality, when Jesus 
flung His mantle on him and invited him 
to follow; and Nathanael had only to come 
and see, in order to discover that He was 
the Son of God and the King of Israel. 
What was true of them was true of the 
other six, and must be true of each con- 
stituent member of the Church. 

2. It was this that made them great. At 
first they were rude and carnal in the ex- 
treme. It must have seemed an impossible 
task to bring them to appreciate His de- 
signs, carry on His work, and become 
possessed by His Spirit. But He never 
despaired. He made their training His per- 
petual work. They were often His only 
audience. With free hand, He unveiled 
to them the mysteries of His Kingdom. 
But He did more. He breathed on them 
and they received by direct contact that 
Spirit of Life, which working from with- 


in changed them into His likeness. There 
are three theories of Churchmanship 
among us. The Mechanical, that we are 


made members of the Church by an out- 
ward rite. The Intellectual, that we accept 
Christ as the supreme Teacher and the 
Gospel as a reliable system of truth. The 
Spiritual, that there is a direct and living 
union between the soul and Christ, in vir- 
tue of which He pours His living energy 
into the heart of our being, and renews 
us in His likeness. This is the only theory 
of Churchmanship which is consistent 
with the teaching of the New Testament. 
We have received with meekness the en- 
grafted Word and it has begun to save our 
souls. 

3. Thus they became members one of 
another. Their common contact with 
Christ gave them a unity which did not 
interfere with their varieties. The jewels 
were different, but they were set in the 
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same breastplate and shone in the same’ 


radiant glow. The hand could not say to 
the foot, I have no need of you; nor could 
the eye dispense with the ear. One was 
their Master, even Christ, and all they were 
brethren. “As the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members are 
one, so also is Christ.” The Church is that 
organic unity, in which the common life 
of the Risen Saviour pours forth into each 
of the members, and they are necessarily 
one, because animated by the same Life 
Spirit. The Church therefore is different 
from anything else in the world. (See 
Ephesians iv. 16.) 

Tue Docrrinz AND DYNAMIC OF THE 
CuurRcH Is THE Cross. On that first day, 
the Baptist unconsciously indicated this, 
when he said, by the Holy Ghost, “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.’ This is the Church’s 
sacred deposit. To this she bears witness 
in her pulpits and sacraments and experi- 
ences. It is not enough to say, as the Bap- 
tist did on one occasion, “Behold the 
Lamb of God.” That might denote only 
His pure and gentle nature. The world 
needs more than that. Men are conscious 
of sin, they yearn to know how it may be 
put away. They require the assurance that 
God can be just, and the Justifier of the un- 
godly. Therefore the Church never ceases 
to bid men to behold the Lamb of God, that 
makes propitiation for the sin of the world. 

The sacrifice of the Cross has the pro- 
foundest significance. Then the prince of 
the world was cast out, and the gulf was 
bridged between God and man, and the 
at-one-ment between God and man was per- 
fected. In the death of Christ something 
was done more vast, solemn, tragic, mo- 
mentous, and effective than this war or 
all the wars of the world. To grasp it 
is beyond human thought. It has changed 
the whole condition of the race by chang- 
ing its relationship to God. Let us pro- 
claim it passionately and continually— 
Christ has tasted death for every man. 
This is the note of the true Church. We 
show ourselves in the direct succession of 
primitive Christianity as we acknowledge 
and announce it. God forbid that we 
should glory save in the Cross of our Lord 
Jesus: Christ, because there God in the Per- 
son of Jesus dealt effectively with the 


question of sin, and because the Cross set 
up in our hearts is the path of sanctifica- 
tion and strength. 

Tue ErricliENcy or THE CaurcH Is BEST 
PROMOTED BY THE CONTRIBUTION AND MIN- 
ISTRY OF ALL ITs MemsBers. Each must 
bring something. Take the five men men- 
tioned in this passage. Andrew is always 
mentioned as last of the first group. We 
know little of him, but for some reason he 
was not admitted to the house of Jairus, 
the Mount of Transfiguration, or the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane. There must have 
been some defect in him which prevented 
his attaining to the first three. But he 
sought and found his brother Peter. Let 
him represent the evangelistic soul-win- 
ning element of the Church. John, who ap- 
parently accompanied him on the occasion 
of that memorable first interview, shall rep- 
resent the mystic element. Peter repre- 
sents the volcanic, Boanergic, passionate 
and. vehement element, out of which 
martyrs, reformers, crusaders, Luthers 
and Knoxes are made. Philip, who sought 
for truth, not abstract but concrete, who 
wanted to see the Father, who loved to 
strengthen his faith by comparing what 
Moses in the Law and the Prophets did 
write with the actual facts of our Lord’s 
career, represents the quest for truth. And 
Nathanael or Bartholomew, whom the Lord 
saw in secret prayer, shall represent the 
men and women of prayer. Each brings 
his own contribution to the solemn stock, 
and there is room for all, for all unite in 
His glory, and for the evangelization and 
salvation of mankind. 

GoLpEN Text: John 1. 43. 


REVERENCE OF JESUS FOR HIS FATHER’S 
HOUSE. 


(January 28, John ii. 13-22.) 


John ii. 1-12. 
John ii. 13-22. 
Luke ii. 22-38. 
Luke ii. 41-52. 

1 Sam. iii. 1-14. 
Bs exxit. 

Matt. xxi. 12-17. 


Jan. 22. 
lee, 2835 
Jan. 24. 
Wane 25: 
ici Os 
ley, 2465 
Jan. 28. 
Is it not significant that, in His first mir- 
acle, our Lord hastened to put honor on 
marriage at the wedding feast; and in His 
second public act, by a single word, rein- 
stated the body in its rightful place, as 
the helpmeet and shrine of the conse- 


crated soul, a thing which may be pre- 
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unto God, holy, acceptable, and 
(Rom. xii. 1.) Surely thus it 
became Him as the Son of man! “He 
spake of the temple of his body.” What 
is your body? Is it an inn, thronged with 
busy traffic? A library, whose shelves are 
being gradually filled with the gathering 
stores of knowledge? A countinghouse, 
dedicated to money-making, in which the 
amassing of wealth, or the maintenance 
of a competence, is the one and all-impor- 
tant object? A playhouse, used for no 
higher purpose than pleasure-seeking? A 
sty, where swinish passions revel? 

Tue CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE. As 
our Lord made His way towards the 
Temple, to observe the Passover, He found 
the streets almost impassable on account of 
the vast crowds of people. There were 
the sellers of trinkets and souvenirs, drovers 
of. sheep and oxen with their charge, the 
exchangers of coins from all the world for 
the haif-shekel which must be paid by every 
Jew in the temple currency. And _ this 
rabble had been permitted, for purpose of 
gain, to enter the lower court of the Gen- 
tiles, filling the sacred edifice with stench 
and filth, a very shambles, with the noise 
of an Eastern bazaar! 

Is not this an apt symbol, not only of 
the intrusion of the world spirit into the 
Church, but of the harboring of darker and 
worse evils in the heart of man? Not alone 
amid the ruins of heathen fanes, but in the 
secrets of our hearts do the vultures build 
their nests, and unclean creatures make 
their lair. There is traffic in forbidden 
things, the forms of brute-like passions, the 
rattle of unhallowed gain, the sweltering 
press of care and worry which have 
crowded God out of our life. But when 
Christ enters His Temple, He cleanses it. 
Many try to meet Him at the threshold 
and make terms. They wish Him to pass 
into the upper courts without noticing the 
lower. They desire to know before ad- 
mitting Him what He will consider wrong 
and contraband, and to enter upon a dis- 
cussion of the whole matter. They seek 
to bribe Him into inaction or acquiescence. 
But it may not be. Jesus must be Lord of 
all or nothing. He will have His way, or 
not enter. But He will only take from us 
what we would be the first to renounce, did 
we know all that He knows. He will do 


sented 
reasonable? 


it gently, if we will let Him, taking away 
evil desires, extracting the cancer under 
chloroform. But when He cannot attain 
His end by gentleness, He will use the 
scourge of small cords to drive out the 
trafickers and money-changers—Mammon, 
Beelzebub and Satan, which have usurped 


His place. Would you be delivered from 
impurity of heart and life? Let the Saviour 
come in! His action in His Father’s 


House is deeply significant of what He will 
effect in us. 

Tue Bopy as A TEMPLE. (1) The con- 
ception was beautiful. As the temple at 
Jerusalem, with its marble pavements, its 
pillared cloisters, its terraced courts, its 
rich adornment, was one of the fairest 
spectacles under the sun, so the human 
body, designed and built by Divine skill, is 
worthy of its Creator. Consider its ivory 
pillars of bone; its alabaster walls of flesh; 
its many-toned organ of speech; its long 
corridors of brain and nerve, through 
which thought and emotion move; _ its 
storied archives, where memory resides as 
the custodian of the records of the past, 
and do you not see an exquisite beauty and 
delicacy in our Lord’s comparison, as “he 
spake of the temple of his body”? 

(2) The conception was as new as it 
was beautiful. Men had been wont to con- 
sider the body as the seat of evil, and the 
chief impediment to a saintly life. The 
Epicurean, like the “fleshly school” of the 
present day, gave himself up to obey its 
wildest impulses, as though a rider should 
throw the reins on the neck of a fiery steed. 
The Stoic sought to crush out and starve 
all natural instincts. And this has been the 
motive of asceticism in all ages. “I fear 
that I have ill-treated my brother the ass,” 
said St. Francis of Assisi, a few hours be- 
fore his death, as he looked with a kindly 
and half-humorous pity on his worn and 
emaciated body, prematurely exhausted 
by vigil, fasting, and maceration. But the 
Son of man said that the body was not in 
itself evil, and that it might become the 
shrine and home of God; the temple of 
Him Who dwells in the high and holy 
place; Whose Being fills the immensity of 
the universe, but Who makes His dwelling- 
place with loving and contrite hearts. 

_ (3) This conception became characteris- 
tic of Christianity. Wherever the religion 
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of Jesus went, men conceived a new idea 
of the sacredness of the body. Had He not 
worn it? Had He not carried it through 
death into resurrection light, and the glory 
of the throne?’ Therefore the natural in- 
stincts could be neither common nor un- 
clean. And it must be possible so to order 
and rule them as that they should become 
the willing servants of a holy will and con- 
secrated purpose; not impeding the sym- 
metrical beauty of the loftiest characters, 
but promoting it. It was from this source 
that the Apostle derived the motive power 
with which to nerve his converts in their 
conflict with the evils of their time. Writ- 
ing to those at Corinth, one of the fairest 
cities with which Greece had adorned her- 
self, the beauty of whose temples was only 
equalled by the voluptuousness and im- 
purity of the worship which defiled the 
loveliest achievements of human art, he 
said emphatically: “Know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile 
the temple of God, him shall God destroy ; 
for the temple of God is holy, which temple 
Pcearewam(lCormii 10,075 yi, 19-92 Cor, 
vi. 16.) 

Tue Nature or MAn Is TRIPARTITE. 
Three constituent portions make up each 
individual unit of the human family. All 
are not temples, but all may be. In many, 
alas, the most sacred chamber, with its 
marvelous capacities for God, is untenanted 
and unexplored, given over to darkness and 
neglect. At regeneration the residence of 
the Holy Spirit is inaugurated, not always 
patent to our consciousness, because deeper 
than the sphere of emotion, and indwelling 
the spirit. In our second birth, marvelous 
possibilities present themselves. Almost 
immediately the soul, which is the seat of 
consciousness and choice, must elect 
whether it will permit itself to be most 
largely influenced by the body or the spirit. 
If we choose the former, saved though we 
may be, we shall inevitably become carnal, 
and unable to digest God’s deep and secret 
teaching (1 Cor. iii. 2); but, if we choose 
the latter, we shall become increasingly 
spiritual—the light of the Most Holy will 
stream with growing intensity into the 
holy place of thought and feeling, until 
the whole tenor of the inner life is en- 
nobled and purified. From thence the 


waves of blessed life will pass outwards to 
the body, till every member experiences the 
sacred influence, and begins to sparkle and 
glow, as when the light of the Shekinah 
broke through all curtaining restraints, and 
bathed the entire fabric in glory. 

We shall never be able to govern the 
body by the unaided power of the soul. 
We must go deeper than the soul life, 
however fervid its love or strenuous its re- 
solves, and avail ourselves of the indwell- 
ing grace of the Holy Ghost. Present your 
being to Him. It matters not how strong 
the evil, or how long and deeply entrenched. 
Open the portals of your life for His en- 
trance in mingled love and power. He will 
not fail nor be discouraged till the work 
is done. Amid failure, and the rising of 
corruption and untold opposition, His zeal 
will live and work until the whole temple 
is rendered worthy of its Divine Occupant. 

Gotpen Text: Matt. rxi. 13. 


JESUS THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD. 
(February 4, John iii, 1-21.) 


Jan. 29. John iii. 1-8. 
Jan. 30. John iii, 9-21. 
Jan. 31. John iii. 22-36. 
Feb. 1. Lyke xviii. 9-14. 
Keb. 25 Luke xix: 1-10; 
Feb. 3. Rom. i. 8-17. 
Rebs 42.1) Gim,e rel 2-175 


Nicodemus was one of the wealthiest 
men in Jerusalem; a fair-minded man whose 
soul was open to consider truth from every 
quarter, and who was quick to discern 
God’s presence. He had carefully watched 
the miracles that characterized this new 
Prophet who had suddenly arisen in con- 
nection, as it seemed, with the great move- 
ment inaugurated by John the Baptist. But 
there was a notable difference between 
them. John did no miracles; but each day 
brought reports of some new and startling 
sign of the Divine energy in Jesus of 
Nazareth. (Compare x. 41 with ii. 23 and 
iii. 2.) There was no jealousy or offended 
pride in the soul of this member of the 
Sanhedrin, as in other Pharisees, but 
clearly too much of that fear of man that 
bringeth a snare. “He came to Jesus by 
night.” We can imagine him probably dis- 
guised, and stealing along on the darkened 
side of the road which led to the humble 
dwelling of Jesus. His one thought was 
to understand that system of truth that our 
Lord was proclaiming and the new light 
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that He was prepared to cast upon His age. 
He was more than startled, therefore, when 
without preliminaries Jesus told him that 
the real thing that was needed, was not 
more teaching, but that new spiritual life, 
which could only come from the Spirit of 
God. “Except a man be born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

Tue New Birtu. It is a wonderful 
moment when a little child opens its eyes 
on the world for the first time. Everything 
is new. Tender eyes look down on it; lov- 
ing arms enfold it; endearing words are 
addressed to it. The moving panorama of 
the world begins to unfold before it; many 
voices, many experiences, many impressions 
are pouring in at every gateway of sense. 
It is good for the child to have been born. 
It enters on the vast inheritance of human 
life. Unless birth takes place, it cannot 
see nor enjoy the love of home, the beauty 
of nature, the glory of the midnight sky. 
Birth is the gate to all these experiences. 

Thoughts like these were in the mind of 
our Lord, when He accosted Nicodemus 
with the assurance that even he, master of 
Israel though he was, needed to be born 
from above before he could know or enjoy 
the secrets of the kingdom of God. He 
expected to be taught about them intel- 
lectually, in order that he might know them 
through his intellectual faculties. Our 
Lord said that he could only know them 
when he experienced them in his inmost 
heart. We cannot know God perfectly 
until we experience Him; we can only ex- 
perience Him when we have been born into 
His Kingdom; and we can only be born 
into His Kingdom, when we believe in 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour and King. The 
new birth is an absolutely essential condi- 
tion of salvation and knowledge. Chris- 
tianity is the consummation not simply of 
new truth, but of a new life. Jesus is not 
simply a teacher, He is a Saviour. When 
we come to Him, we are not merely 
scholars and learners, but are joined to 
Him by a living faith and become members 
of His Body, branches in Him as the Vine, 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Him. The fact of the new birth is 
the repeated message of Scripture. (See 
James i. 18 and 1 Peter i. 23.) 

The Agent of this wonderful change by 
which we are brought into the spiritual 


-and influence through our spirits. 


world, is the Holy Spirit. That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, only that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. We must, 
said our Lord, be born of water and the 
Spirit. By water He probably referred to 
the baptism of John, to which the whole 
nation resorted. Nicodemus, Zaccheeus, and 
many others who were afterwards attracted 
to Christ, had probably passed through this 
ordinance. There was nothing of a regen- 
erative character in the rite itself. Its 
virtue lay in its being the outward accom- 
paniment and sign of the inward act of 
repentance and cleansing. As the body was 
cleansed by water, so was the soul cleansed 
by the washing of regeneration and the re- 
newing of the Holy Spirit. (See Titus iii. 
5.) But the outward rite was inoperative 
apart from the agency and energy of the 
Divine Spirit. Here is a serious question 
for us all. Have we been born from above? 
Have we been regenerated by the Holy - 
Spirit? Has He created within us the 
clean heart? Have old things passed away 
and all things become new? We may not 
be able to point to the time and place when 
this wondrous change passed over us, but 
there was certainly a dividing line, like the 
equator on the map, when we crossed from 
the kingdom of darkness into that of God’s 
dear Son. The one sign that it has taken 
place is our relation to Christ. The re- 
generated soul looks to Christ as its Sin- 
Bearer, its Saviour, its Life-Giver, its 
Guide and Stay and Lord in life and death. 
Besides all this, there is the sealing and as- 
surance of the Holy Spirit, who witnesses 
with our spirits, that we are the children 
of God. Because we are sons God has sent 
forth the Spirit of the Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba, Father” (Gal. iv. 6). 
EartHLy AND HEAvENLY Tutncs. Our 
space forbids us to dwell on the vast realms 
of thought and inquiry suggested by our 
Lord’s distinction between the earthly and 
the heavenly. It is the theme of 1 Cor. ii. 
and ii, and especially of ii. 9, 10, where 
we are told that the Holy Spirit reveals 
to the human what the average man cannot 
see, or hear, or know. Each of us stands 
between two great worlds: the earthly, 
which we touch and influence through our 
bodies, and the heavenly, which we touch 


Too 
often we live and move and have our being 
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in the transitory and natural, and know too 
little experimentally of that blessed ex- 
perience to which our Lord referred, when, 
eyen in His earthly life, He could say, 
“the Son of man is in heaven.” There is a 
book entitled, “The Near and Heavenly 
Horizons.” We must embrace them both. 
Not only that which bounds our earthly 
human life, but that far sweep which em- 
braces the eternal and permanent realities. 

Tue Price or REDEMPTION. Our Lord 
foresaw the inevitable price which He must 
pay as man’s Redeemer. The serpent of 
brass had to be lifted on the pole, and He 
must be lifted up on the Cross. The Father 
so loved the world, that He must needs 
give His Son, and the Son gave Himself 
up for us all; but in this great act, which 
involved Gethsemane and Calvary, the 
Father also gave Himself. “God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
self.” He did not devote Christ to pay 
this price of blood apart from Himself, but 
the Father was in every pang of suffering, 
so that the Apostle says with perfect accu- 
racy that the Church, the flock of the re- 
deemed, was purchased by the sacrifice of 
God Himself (Acts xx. 28). 

Notice the wonder of “this little Bible,” 
as Luther described verse 16. We should 


not have been surprised to read that God 
pitied the world, or sympathized with the 
world, or was burdened with the thought of 
the world; but who would have dared to 
say that He loved it? Think of all its 
anguish, sin, corruption, death. He might 
have judged, condemned, and destroyed it, 
but He loved it (Jonah iv. 11). And He 
loved it so. And He loved it so that He 
gave Himself for it in the gift of Jesus. 
Love is self-giving, because the loved one 
is more precious than life itself. Such was 
God’s love to the world. But notice that 
though the scope of that Love is universal, 
it is also individual—“whosoever’—which 
means each of us. It is left blank that 
each of us may insert his own name. Write 
yours there! Distinguish between believing 
about Christ, and believing in Him. The 
former is the faith of the head, which lost 
spirits have equally with ourselves; the 
latter is trust, which is of the heart, and 
connects us with Christ by a permanent and 
living bond. There is no amount of faith 
indicated. It is quite indefinite—“believeth.” 
It may be the touch of the garment’s hem, 
but it will suffice. Then reckon on His 
faithfulness to shut forever the doors of 
condemnation and open those of life. 


GoLpEN TExtT: John wi, 16. 


ILLUSTRATIVE HINTS AND HELPS. 


Ida Q. Moulton. 


Psalm i. 1 to 15. 


Noblemen of the highest rank in Spain 
used sometimes to receive from the king, 
as a token of honor, a key, which they wore 
at the belt, to show that they had a right 
to enter the royal palace. Duty, though at 
times seemingly hard, cold and forbidding, 
is the key which ofttimes admits us into 
the choicest services of our King, permit- 
ting great responsibilities, and greater joy 
to rest upon us. 


* * * * * 


Indecision is Duty’s great bugbear. As 
Uncle Eben says, “When you goes lookin’ 
foh someone to help you decide sumpin’, 
remember dat it takes ’most as much 


smahtness to pick out reliable advice as 
it would to make up yoh own mind.” When 
conscience, illumined by the Word, says 
“You ought,’ seek no other advice, but 
gird thyself for Duty’s fray, or she will 
soon find someone braver than thou art, 
leaving thee to the consequences of thine 
own neglect. 


* * x seek * 


A dust-laden traveler, seeing a boy hoe- 
ing corn on a hot July morning and 
whistling as he hoed, stopped and went up 
to the fence, and said: “Hello, my lad. I 
am curious to know how you can hoe corn 
on a day like this, and whistle while you 
work.” “Well, sir,” said the lad, “I don’t 
know, unless it is that I feel somehow 
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that I am a doin’ somethin’ that even the 
Almighty couldn’t do if I wasn’t here to 
help Him.” This is the kind of spirit that 
eliminates “oughts” from our lives. Fine, 
isn’t it? 


Philippians ii. 1 to 11. 


On one of the most dangerous parts of 
the coast of Wales there is a small village, 
out of which many lives have gone to their 
death in the waves that have lashed its 
shores. Once the villagers conceived the 
idea of a lifeboat, so they built the lifeboat 
house, then the funds ran out and the 
boat was never secured. There the house 
stands—well built, painted and finished in 
every detail. This house is typical of the 
man or woman whose reputation has been 
ruined by the Satanic waves of slander. 


* * *K * co 


Of course you remember the old story 
of a man praying, “O Lord, take away this 
wicked person!’ And God said, “Which?” 
A commonplace, everyday experience is 
this. “Our own faults, and, by the same 
token, our own virtues, too, . .. . are 
those of which we most vehemently accuse 
others.” If we see evil in others, it is 
quite likely there is evil in ourselves. If 
we see good in others, it is pretty sure to 
be the reflection of our own soul’s striv- 
ings after goodness. 


You are the best and worst of everything 
you require; 
If you have looked on shame willingly, 
yours is the shame; 
You are the evil you mean, and you are 
the. good you desire; 
You shall be for yourself both the 
praise and the blame. 


* ok * cs ** 


Not long before the death of President 
Dwight of Yale, he and his successor, 
Doctor Hadley, were talking over a matter 
which seemed to require great diplomacy 
in handling. Doctor Hadley said, “If the 
issue is forced upon us we must, I think, 
tell the truth.” “Yes,” said President 
Dwight, “but even then not butt end fore- 
most.’ If we must sometimes tell an un- 
welcome truth for another’s good, our first 


duty is to create an acceptance of that . 


truth in the mind of the one we wish to 
help, and should we fail even then, let us 


ask ourselves, Was the trouble with the 
truth, or other people or myself? 


Revelation xxii. 1 to 5. 


The Tree of Christian Service, unlike 
all other trees, bears only grafted fruit. 
Experimenters are constantly at work to 
get the choicest scions. If in due time a 
scion prove fruitless it is removed and a 
different one put in its place. Some scions 
die a natural death, which is good for the 
tree. Some do not prove true to their 
label, and they, too, are cut off. Some are 
put too near others of like nature, and one 
or the other is crowded out, but in all cases 
it is usually the “survival of the fittest” as 
the years and decades roll onward. Per- 
haps the most valuable fruit of this tree is: 


Prayer. 


My life has taught me day by day 
That it availeth much to pray. 


I do not stop to reason out 
The why and how, I do not care, 
Since I know this, that when I doubt, 
Life seems a blackness of despair, 
The world a tomb; and when I trust, 
Sweet blossoms spring up in the dust. 


Missionary Expansion is another variety. 
While some is perfect, the most of it is 
white-livered and scrawny, because, like 
Ananias, we keep back the sap of life in not 
delivering to the poor heathen their right- 
ful share. “If,” says one, “your father left 
in his will an inheritance for you and your 
brother, and your brother, being at a dis- 
tance, could only receive his inheritance if 
you sent it to him, would you feel free 
to decide whether to send it to him or 
not?” Isn’t it true that the heathen are 
“poor” because we are keeping back their 
share of the inheritance which the Father 
left us to give them? 

The fruit of fellowship is upon this tree 
—but scarcer than it ought to be. “The 
longer I live,” said Booker Washington, 
“the more I am convinced that, after all, 
the one thing worth living for and dying 
for, is the privilege of making some being 
more happy and more useful. No man who 
does anything to lift his fellows ever makes 
a sacrifice.” 

Upon this tree of Christian Service, there 
are being grafted more and more scions 
for youth and childhood. 


Bible Notes for 


An angel paused in his onward flight 

With a seed of love, and truth, and light, 

And cried, “Oh, where shall this seed be 
sown 

That it yield most fruit when fully grown?” 

The Saviour heard; and He said, as He 
smiled, 

“Place it for Me in the heart of a child.” 


The prize fruit of this tree is the “Life 
Winner.” “What argument of mine led 
you to Christ?” asked a missionary, of an 
educated Mohammedan who was preaching 
Christ with great zeal and success. The 
preacher convert replied: “Every argument 
presented I could refute, at least to my 
satisfaction. It was your life that con- 
vinced me of salvation through Christ.” 
Alas! that we do not all grow the “Life 
Winner.” 


Joel ii. 28, 29; 2 Chronicles Ixxxiv. 1 to 7. 


John Hay, of Edinburgh, in speaking to 
an audience in the United States, told of 
God’s marvelous guidance, blessings, and 
supernatural intervention in the work of 
the South America Missionary Union, 
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humbly adding: “I was nothing special in 
that work. But perhaps it is with the folks 
who are nothing special that God works. 
The folks that are special don’t need God.” 
What an honor! What a blessing it is to 
belong to the “nothing specials”! For to 
such are given the broadest visions and 
greatest tasks, proving that “power is made 
perfect in weakness.” 


* 2K * * * 


The failure of many of our tasks might 
be labeled “Lack of codperation.” Did you 
read that story given in a newspaper not 
long ago, about two colored men in Wash- 
ington who were appointed a committee to 
pick out a candidate for an important office? 
After a while one of them came back into 
the meeting, and asked for an extension of 
time. “Mr. Chairman,’ he said very 
solemnly, “the committee is divided. Mr. 
Johnson he’s for hisself, and I’m for myself, 
and we’re having hard work to get to- 
gether!” Sorry to say it, but such selfish 
clashing for power and place is not con- 
fined to political circles. We wish it might 
be if it must exist anywhere. 


BIBLE NOTES FOR DAILY DEVOTIONS. 


JANUARY, 191%. 


Monday, ist. 1 Kings x. 1-13. 


There is a beautiful moral order in the 
experience of the queen of Sheba which 
perfectly illustrates a complete Christian 
experience. 

First of all, she “heard.” The fame of 
Solomon was spread abroad. Doubtless 
many who had themselves been in Jeru- 
salem and had seen the face of the king, 
had borne personal testimony to his wisdom 
and power. In like manner “faith cometh 
by hearing” (Rom. x. 17). 

The second step is most interesting, she 
“came.” Upon the testimony which she had 
heard was founded a real and operative 
faith, but the interest of this centers on 
the fact that she did not allow her many 
remaining doubts to keep her from the king. 
Just here thousands stumble and fall. Be- 
cause of the consciousness that faith is not 
flawless; because some, perhaps many, 


- 


doubts remain, they do not act upon the 
measure of faith they have. There is no 
such thing as an absolutely perfect faith. 
The queen of Sheba set an example for all 
in like case—she brought her doubts to the 
king himself. Many do not receive Christ 
as a personal Saviour because they have 
doubts about the Bible, forgetting that what 
God requires for salvation is faith in Christ. 
Biblical questions settle themselves very 
quickly when brought to the great King. 

Thirdly, she “communed with him of all 
that was in her heart.” And this is the 
third right step in every well-ordered 
Christian experience. ‘Tell Jesus” is the 
open secret of comfort, of assurance, of 
joy. 
Fourthly, she saw the greatness of the 
king. It is when we are in communion 
with Him that our eyes are opened to see 
what a wonderful Saviour He is in wisdom 
and power. 
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Fifthly, she confessed—confessed his 
greatness and her own previous doubts. 
How wonderfully her faith had grown 
since she “came” ! 

Sixthly, she testified. “Happy are thy 
men, happy are these thy servants.” And 
that is the testimony that tells. The queen 
was not so much impressed with the safety 
of the king’s servants, though they were 
perfectly safe; nor with their splendor, 
though doubtless they were splendidly ap- 
pareled, as with their happiness. The 
whole world is eagerly seeking for happi- 
ness, and when Christ’s men show to the 
world that they are happy, the world will be 
won. There is no apologetic like a happy 
Christian. 

And, lastly, the queen worshiped. “Blessed 
be the Lorp thy God, which delighted in 
thee.” It is a wonderful fact that God is 
seeking worshipers (John xiv. 23). After 
this we are not surprised to read that “she 


gave.”—C. I. Scofield. 


1 Kings x. 14-29. 


From these and other details, summa- 
rized in these chapters, of Solomon’s career, 
we get certain impressions which are only 
deepened as we reach the conclusion of that 
career. The first respects the just estimate 
of Solomon’s character and of the fruits 
of his life. Apart from his choice of wis- 
dom in the comparison of other earthly 
gifts, and from his participation in occa- 
sional public worship, there is little indica- 
tion of personal fellowship with God, or 
personal consecration to Him. So in the 
acts of his protracted reign, apart from 
his excellent work in the building of the 
Temple, there is no one of the manifold 
and notable products of his reign that 
seems to have been instigated by a higher 
consideration than personal or national 
glory. The burden of his sad strain in 
“the words of the Preacher,” and the prev- 
alent tone of the Proverbs, strongly con- 


Tuesday, 2nd. 


firm this impression of Solomon’s character . 


and life. Only in the faithful transcription 
of these wisest and deepest of practical 
truths, whose substance was inwrought 
into his experience and made clearer by a 
supernatural insight, only in this, his great 
work for God and man, do we find that 
which in some measure redeems an other- 
wise precminently wasted though supremely 
gifted life. And this leads us to the second 
impression, perhaps the great lesson sug- 
gested by this life. It is the wonderful 
longsuffering and positive forbearance of 
God as shown in His dealing with Solomon. 
It is the same lesson disclosed in every 
previous life history, but nowhere, perhaps, 
so signally as here. With Saul, God for- 
bore only for a season, after his disobedi- 
ence. With David’s transgressions He 
dealt at once and sorely. But for long 
years, and even to the end, He forbore with 
Solomon. With no other human soul did 


the promises of Jehovah seem to have 
such force in holding back His hand from 
merited chastisement. And the lesson. is 
deeply impressive as illustrating God’s 
tenderness of affection, His depth of pa- 
tience, and His faithfulness to promise !— 
J. G. Butler. 


Wednesday, 3rd. 1 Kings xi. 1-13. 


“Solomon. . . . went not fully after the 
Lorp.” This is the tragedy of a life which 
was more richly endued than any other that 
had gone before. Solomon kept to the path 
of humility and obedience for so long that 
his failure to maintain fellowship with God 
is all the more striking. It cannot be that 
his defection was a sudden matter. In- 
deed, there is no hint of this. Gradually 
his heart was drawn away from its supreme 
purpose by the love of strange women. He 
succumbed little by little, as many another 
has done, to their flattery and fawning; and 
in his fall he involved the whole nation. 
All Israel’s subsequent trouble and ultimate 
disintegration is traceable to his departure 
from the ways of the Lord. He who had 
risen so high in Divine favor, and had 
lifted his people to higher moral levels than 
they had ever known, fell to depths of 
idolatry and licentiousness which in earlier 
days had been furthermost from _ his 
thoughts. And he took Israel with him. 

No man, however highly gifted, is im- 
mune from temptation. A man may be 
greatly used in the public service of God, 
whose heart may yet fall from its sincere 
consecration. For the peril of all such is 
that of becoming careless regarding their 
inner lives. Few men become backsliders 
by a sudden turning away from God. A 
course of secret heart alienation in all cases 
precedes the outward perversity by which a 
man’s downfall is declared. It is therefore 
at the hidden things of action that we need 
to exercise watchfulness, lest we become 
guilty also of the blood of others.—J. 
Stuart Holden. 


Thursday, 4th. 1 Kings xi. 13-43. 


In this section the judgment of God is 
seen beginning to operate. “The Lorp 
raised up an adversary unto Solomon, 
Hadad the Edomite” (ver. 14). “God raised 
up another adversary unto him, Rezon the 
son of Eliada” (ver. 23). “And Jeroboam 
. . . . he also lifted up his hand against 
the king.” (ver. 26). All this was Divine 
judgment, and yet it was but the natural 
outworking of the evil heart which had 
possessed the people. This section is a 
remarkable illustration of how the judg- 
ments of God proceed through the law- 
less operations of such as rebel against 
Him. Man is never punished for sin but 


that in the midst of the punishment he 


may say, “This is the stroke of Jehovah, 
but it is my own deed and act.” The story 


‘ 
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of the actual life of Solomon ends with an 
announcement which is that of other men, 
“Solomon slept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David his father.” 
So ends in gloom and failure a life full of 
promise, and that because the heart of the 
man turned from its loyalty to God, in re- 
. sponse to the seductions of his own sensual 
nature.—G. Campbell Morgan. 

In the fourteenth verse of the chapter 
in which the narrative is recorded, the 
whole secret is given. The Lord had 
stirred up the heart of Hadad against 
wicked Solomon. It was a Divine stirring, 
it was an impulse from heaven, it was the 
sound of a mighty rushing wind from 
the skies, a song without words, a ministry 
without articulation, a movement of the 
soul. It was a Divine stirring. And we 
often do things in the face of reason. 
Hadad not only had no reason for going, 
but he had many reasons for staying, and 
the action of Hadad, viewed from a strictly 
human and social point of view, was the 
action of a madman. It is marvelous how 
God snubs and rebukes our reason that we 
are so proud of. We say, “It stands to 
reason,’ and God turns our reason upside 
down. We say, “We must be reasonable,” 
and God does all the greatest actions of 
the world along a plane that reason never 
traversed.—Joseph Parker. 


Friday, 5th. 


From chap. xiv. 31, see of Rehoboam that 
his mother was Naamah, an Ammonitess. 
So the blood of the Moabites and of the 
Ammonites united in Rehoboam. In the 
case of Ruth, the Moabitess, there was a 
true conversion to the Jehovah of Israel. 
In the case of the mother of Rehoboam, 
this was not likely. She was one of the 
“strange women” mentioned in chap. xi. 1, 
for whom Solomon built high places 
around Jerusalem. He fell from a high 
place in doing this, and caused his sons to 
fall with him. “Milcom, the abomination 
of the Ammonites,’ and “Molech, the 
abomination of the children of Ammon,” 
are mentioned as among the gods of Solo- 
mon’s wives, whom he honored. We can 
get some idea of the training of young 
Rehoboam, with such a mother and such 
surroundings. Saul was made king at Miz- 
peh and established in the kingdom at 
Gilgal. David was made king over Judah 
at Hebron and over all Israel, at Jerusalem. 
Solomon was also crowned king at Jeru- 
salem. Why Rehoboam went to Shechem 
to be accepted by Israel as their king, is 
not explained. It was the capital city of 
Ephraim, and had been the headquarters 
of Jeroboam, to whom Solomon had com- 
mitted “the charge of the house of Joseph” 
(xi. 28). He had “lifted up his hand 
against Solomon,” and we may infer from 
his energy and ability, that he had prepared 
the way for a revolt of the tribes, as soon 


1 Kings xii, 1-11. 


as Solomon should die, and that this getting 
Rehoboam to Shechem, where he had the 
hearts of the people, was a part of his 
work. 

Ver. 2,3. The friends of Jeroboam seem 
to be managing the whole business. The 
gathering at Shechem is really for the pur- 
pose of making him king, instead of re- 
ceiving Rehoboam. 

Ver. 4. This demand was reasonable and 
moderate, and would unite all the ten 
tribes. 

_ Ver. 5-11. How much of human nature 
is depicted in this picture! The old men, 
from a long experience, advising modera- 
tion and compromise; the hot-headed young 
men, self-sufficient, and made haughty by 
power, advising sternness and browbeating, 
and the crushing of opposition by threats. 
It was a most insolent and unwise answer 
from Rehoboam and made it impossible for 
him to reign over Israel—D. W. Whittle. 


Saturday, 6th. 1 Kings xii. 12-23. 


In the final decision of Rehoboam we 
find no trace of counsel sought of Je- 
hovah. He willfully turns away from the 
God of his fathers and utterly disregards 
all just rights of the people. Acting upon 
the suggestion of his own proud and fool- 
ish heart, and of companions alike self- 
seeking and foolish, he rudely and scorn- 
fully denies the reasonable petition of the 
people, and declares his purposé to subject 
them to still greater tyranny and suffering. 
There is no instance in history wherein so 
vast and permanent issues have depended 
upon a single decision, as in this election 
of foolish counselors and adoption of un- 
worthy counsel by Solomon’s most unwise 
son and successor. And yet what else 
could be expected of this son, neglected and 
uncounseled as he had been by Solomon, 
left to a natural unrestrained haughtiness 
and unbalanced pride of power?—J. G. 
Butler. 

Counsel is good; any man that thinks he 
does not need it is a fool or worse. “Seest 
thou a man that is wise in his own conceit? 
there is more hope of a fool than of 
him.” Counsel, in order to be good, must 
come from a reliable source, a source en- 
titled to respect and confidence, where 
there is information, integrity and honesty 
of purpose, where there is unselfish and un- 
biased regard to truth and to our real 
good. Such counsel may not always be 
palatable, not such as we like or hope for, 
but in the end we shall either be thankful 
that we followed it or wish that we had. 

When Rehoboam preferred the advice of 
the young men he took a step which he 
could never afterward retrace, whose mis- 
chief admitted of no remedy. Seventeen 
years he lived and reigned, but he did noth- 
ing toward retrieving his mistake. He 
could not get back his lost dominions, he 
could not recover his alienated people. He 
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could never be king of Israel. Another 
bore that title. Jeroboam dwelt in She- 
chem, the beautiful home of his fathers, and 
from Bethel, almost in sight of his capital, 
the calf challenged its rival on Mount 
Zion, and all because of a determination 
formed perhaps in an instant, and of words 
which it took but a moment to utter.— 
Robert Hallam. 


Sunday, 7th. 1 Kings xii. 24-33. 


The setting up of the two calves of gold 
in Bethel and Dan was Jeroboam’s earliest 
declaration that he renounced the claims 
and service of God. In direct defiance of 
His commandment, and with utmost con- 
tempt of His dwelling-place in Jerusalem, 
he erected these altars and idols, so that 
under guise of the worship of God the 
people might be prevented from coming 
under the influences which centered in the 
Temple, and which would have made 
against his own cause. It was a convenient 
religion which he provided, for it obviated 
the long periodical journeys to Jerusalem 
which were enjoined upon the nation. Not 
unnaturally the people fell into this snare, 
and the golden calves at Bethel and Dan 
became, like that earlier one in the wilder- 
ness, centers of impious orgies in the name 
of religion. So steep is the road which 
begins in convenient disregard of God’s 
plain ordinances. 

All this is powerful illustration of the 
beginnings of evil, not in proud renuncia- 
tion of religious obligation, but in its adul- 
teration. The people imagined that they 
could both worship God and serve their 
own convenience at Jeroboam’s altars; 
hence they acquiesced in his specious plans. 
From disobedience to idolatry is no far 
step. Conscience soon becomes drugged 
when comfort and well-being are apparently 
secured. “The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul” from its own false sin- 
ful ways. But every man-made way of 
worship, however specious, is of utterly 
opposite influence. Anything akin to Jero- 
boam’s ordinance must be strenuously re- 
sisted by all who would save themselves 
from sin and shame—J. Stuart Holden. 


Monday, 8th. 


In this chapter there are two lessons of 
value, first, that of the patient grace of God, 
and secondly, that of the solemn responsi- 
bility of such as bear His message. The 
first is brought out in the story of Jero- 
boam. While he stands at the altar which 
his sin has erected, he is rebuked and 
smitten. This was his opportunity of re- 
pentance. His heart was set on sin, and 
therefore he manifested no genuine re- 
pentance, but only a selfish desire for heal- 
ing. Thus the opportunity for repentance 
became the occasion of the outworking of 
his own evil determination. In His deal- 


= 


1 Kings xiii. 


ings with men, God ever leads them to cir- 
cumstances through which they may either 
return to Him, or, by continuance in sin, 
make more certain their own ultimate doora. 
The second lesson is seen in the deception 
and death of the prophet who had been 
sent to deliver the Lord’s message. While 
there is no excuse for the man who lied to 
him in order to draw him aside, that fact 
does not change his responsibility. No di- 
rect command of God must be disregarded 
by His messengers, even if it were true 
that an angel suggested the change of 
method. A Divine purpose directly com- 
municated-is never set aside by intermedia- 
tion of any kind—G. Campbell Morgan. 

The authority of a prophet came from 
his being “a man of God.’ The authority 
of the Bible comes from its being the book 
of God. 

The highest proof of the infallibility of 
Scripture is the practical one, that we have 
proved it so; that as the coin of the state 
has always been found able to buy the 
amount represented on its face, so the 
prophecies and the promises of Holy Scrip- 
ture have yielded their face value to those 
who have taken pains to prove them. If 
they have not always done so, it is prob- 
able that they have not yet matured. Cer- 
tainly there are multitudes of Christians 
who have so far proved the veracity of 
Scripture that they are ready to trust it 
without reserve in all that it pledges for 
the world yet unseen and the life yet un- 
realized. 

“Believe that thou mayest know,” then, 
is the admonition which Scripture and his- 
tory combine to enforce—A. J. Gordon. 


Tuesday, 9th. 1 Kings xiv. 


It was better that Abijah should die than 
that he should live to be overwhelmed in 
the shameful ruin which soon overtook his 
house. It was better far that he should die 
than that he should grow up to frustrate 
the promise of his youth. He was beckoned 
by the hand of God because in him was 
“found some good thing towards the Lorp 
God of Israel.’ We are not told wherein 
the goodness consisted, but Rabbinic tra- 
dition guessed that in opposition to his 
father he discountenanced the calf-worship 
and encouraged and helped the people to 
continue their visits to Jerusalem. Such 
a king might indeed have recovered the 
whole kingdom, and have dispossessed 
David’s degenerate line. But it was not to 
be. The fiat against Israel had gone forth, 


though a long space was to intervene be-~ 


fore it was fulfilled. And God’s fiats are 
irrevocable, because with Him there is no 
changeableness neither shadow of turning. 

But the passage about Abijah has a 
unique preciousness, because it stands alone 
in Scripture as an expression of the truth 
that early death is no sign at all of the 
Divine anger, and that the length or brevity 
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of life are matters of little significance to 
God, seeing that, at the best, the longest 
life is but as one tick of the clock in the 
eternal silence. The promise to filial obe- 
dience, “that thy days may be long,” in the 
Fifth Commandment, is primarily national; 
and although undoubtedly “length of days” 
then, as now, was regarded as a blessing, 
yet the blessing is purely relative, and 
wholly incommensurate with others which 
affect the character and the life to come. 
This passage may be the consolation of 
many thousands of hearts that ache for 
some dear lost child. “Is it well with the 
child?” “Tt is well!”—F. W. Farrar. 


Wednesday, 10th. 


King Asa went to certain lengths in fol- 
’ lowing the footsteps of David, who had set 
the standard to all his successors upon the 
throne in regard to obeying the Word of 
the Lord. He cleansed the land from the 
most outrageous of its sins, and he even 
deposed his own mother from queenly 
rank because of her idolatries. That his 
heart was sincere in its intention of full 
obedience is thus certainly evidenced; and 
yet he failed to effect a permanent reform 
amongst the people. He stopped short of 
the destruction of the high altars which 
had been erected up and down the land for 
the worship of false gods. Thus when the 
moral impulse of his early reign had spent 
itself, everything was at hand for the wide- 
spread return to idolatry. In this Asa is 
an illustration of how far one may go in 
a right direction, and yet stop short of 
fullest effectiveness. 

In individual life it is no uncommon thing 
for men who have heard the voice of God, 
and who desire to walk in His ways, to 
deal drastically with the obvious things 
which contradict this purpose, and yet to 
fail to go far enough. The actual causes of 
temptation are not ruthlessly destroyed and 
trampled upon, the avenues of evil influence 
are not broken down and closed up. Con- 
sequently it is only a matter of time until 
the enemy asserts himself by these means. 
Temptation which was thought to be long 
dead arises again in strong force to defy 
and defile. Nothing but the most thorough- 
going and radical dealing with old causes 
of sin is of avail in the life to which we 
are pledged.—J. Stuart Holden. 


1 Kings xv. 


Thursday, 11th. 1 Kings xvi. 1-20. 


Elah lives in every man who has great 
chances or opportunities in life, but allows 
them to slip away through one leak in the 
character. Elah was a king and the son of 
a king, so his openings in life were wide 
and splendid; but he loved strong drink, 
and through that leak in his character all 
that might have made him a man oozed 
away, and left him a king in nothing but 
the barren name. . . 


What is true of this leak in a man’s char- 
acter is true of every other. Take inde- 
cision, for example, or idleness, or love of 
company, or devotion to pleasure. Give 
me a young man with a king for a father, 
a throne for an inheritance, a kingdom for 
a field to cultivate, and let him be idle, 
ot undecided, or pleasure-loving, and his 
doom is sealed. A great merchant once 
said to me of a certain man in his em- 
ployment, “I would to-morrow give that 
man a thousand a year to begin with, if he 
could do one thing, and that is, hold his 
tongue; but he would no sooner get the 
appointment than he would go into an ale- 
house, and tell the whole company every- 
thing Iam doing.” There is the leak in the 
character, and it means ruin! ... . 

Zimri still lives in all persons who take 
advantage of. the weaknesses of others. 
Zimri knew that Elah was a drunkard, and 
he further knew that through his habit of 
drunkenness alone he could reach the king. 
On every other side of his character Elah 
may have been a strong man: acute, shrewd, 
farsighted; but when in drink, weak and 
foolish. And Zimri played his game ac- 
cordingly. He said: “He goes to Arza’s 
house after sundown; in half an hour after 
going in he will begin to fall under the 
effects of wine, then the worst wine will 
be brought out, then he will go mad under 
its poison, and then drowsy. I must get 
Arza out of the way; the fool will go on 
any errand I name, on promise of another 
horse; that is it.” “And Zimri went in and 
smote him and killed him.”—Joseph Parker. 


Friday, 12th. 1 Kings. xvi. 21-34. 


After the death of Zimri there was di- 
vision even in the house of Israel, half 
the people following Tibni, and half gather- 
ing to Omri. The victory, however, was 
with Omri, who for six years continued in 
courses of evil. He in turn was succeeded 


by Ahab. Now the record declares that 


“he was evil above all that were before 
him.” Himself a veritable incarnation of 
the forces of sin, against which the nation 
had been raised up, he united Jezebel with 
himself in the actual throne of power. She 
was a woman of great strength of char- 
acter; an appalling instance of the fact that 
a strong woman fallen is the most terrible 
thing in human failure. Ahab’s alliance 
with her was in itself contradictory to the 
law of God, and she became an awful 
scourge to the people. Under the joint 
reign of this man and woman, Israel sank 
almost to the same level as surrounding 
nations. Its testimony was practically de- 
stroyed. The truth of the one God was de- 
nied by the multiplication of idols and 
altars. This call to purity was silenced by 
the awful corruption of the court and the 
people. There was hardly a ray of light, 
for although, as subsequent declarations 
reveal, a remnant still existed loyal to God, 


58 Record of Christian Work. 


their testimony was overwhelmed by the 
abounding wickedness.—G. Campbell Mor- 
gan. 

The strongest fact in any life is that of 
its unwitting influence over others. Con- 
sciously or unconsciously we are always 
starting or strengthening springs of moral 
activity in the lives of those with whom we 
come in contact. Even the most casual 
connections of life are of importance 
on this account. And since influence in its 
ultimate analysis depends entirely upon per- 
sonal character, nothing is more important 
for any man than honest and resolute deal- 
ing with himself in this respect. For if our 
faith is not expressing itself in worthy 
living, we are adversely affecting the des- 
tinies of those we touch. Like Jeroboam, 
our sorest condemnation in the Great Day 
will be that we have made it easy for 
others to depart from the Lord by our 
laxity and unfaithfulness—J. Stuart Hol- 
den. 


Saturday, 13th. 


Elijah gives us three indications of the 
source of his strength: 1. “As Jehovah 
liveth.” To all beside, Jehovah might 
seem dead; but to him He was the one su- 
preme reality of life. And if we would 
be strong, we, too, must be able to say: “I 
know that my Redeemer liveth: He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us; and 
because He lives, we shall live also.” The 
man who has heard Jesus say, “I am he 
that liveth,” will also hear Him say, “Fear 
not! be strong, yea, be strong.” 

2. “Before whom I stand.’ He was 
standing in the presence of Ahab; but he 
was conscious of the presence of a greater 
than any earthly monarch, even the pres- 
ence of Jehovah. Gabriel himself could not 
employ a loftier designation (Luke i. 19). 
Let us cultivate this habitual recognition of 
the presence of God; it will lift us above 
all other fear. Let us build our cottage 
so that every window may look out on the 
mighty Alps of God’s presence; and that 
we may live, and move and have our being, 
beneath the constant impression, “Lo, God 
is here.” 

3. The word “Elijah” may be rendered 
—Jehovah is my God; but there is an- 
other possible translation—Jehovah is my 
strength. This gives the key to his life. 
God was the strength of his life; of whom 
should he be afraid? What a revelation is 
given us in this name! O that it were true 
of each of us! Let us from henceforth 
cease from our own strength, which, at 
the best, is weakness; and let us appro- 
priate God’s by daily, hourly faith. Then 
this shall be the motto of our future lives: 
“In the Lorp have I righteousness and 
strength”; “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me”; “the Lorp 
is my strength and song, and he is become 
my salvation.”—F. B. Meyer. 


1 Kings xvii. 


Sunday, 14th. 


The prophet’s challenge to the false min- 
isters of Baal, and God’s vindication of 
His own nature and of His servant’s faith, 
is one of the most dramatic records we 
possess. Confronted by overwhelming odds 
in the royal patronage of the false god, the 
strength of popular support, and the in- 
tense hatred of the heathen prophets, who 
realized their peril when confronted with 
the Lord God, Elijah stood boldly in this 
hour of testing. He could without any 
anxiety fling out this challenge because he 
had come to know God in his own ex- 
perience. It was no new thing for him 
that God should answer by fire, for in his 
desert training the holy fire from off the 
altar had burned into his soul, purifying 
his heart, and inspiring his lips. He had. 
learned to live under a friendly heaven, 
and hence it was without a tremor of un- 
certainty that he stood before a hostile na- 
tion. The one man who was entirely un- 
surprised when the fire from God con- 
sumed the sacrifice, was the prophet. 

It is in the secret places of life that we 
are trained and fitted for public ministry. 
One feeble man, whose life is truly yielded 
to God, and who is recklessly courageous in 
the carrying out of His bidding, may turn 
an entire nation Godward. When he speaks, 
God will speak through him; and when he 
pledges God in the terms of his own ex- 
perience, He will always verify his evan- 
gel. There is a baptism of fire which alone 
endues His servants for their Carmel. If 
we but seek and tarry for it, nothing shall 
be impossible in the carrying out of His 
purposes.—J. Stuart Holden. 


1 Kings xviii. 


Monday, 15th. 1 Kings xix. 1-8. 

“Now, O Lorn, take away my life!” The 
prayer, however natural, however excus- 
able, is never right. It is a sign of insuffi- 
cient faith, of human imperfection; but it 
is breathed by different persons in a spirit 
so different that in some it almost rises to 
nobleness, as in others it sinks quite be- 
neath contempt. 

Scripture gives us several specimens of 
both moods. If Jonah was, indeed, the 
servant-pupil of Elijah, the legendary story 
of that meanest-minded of all the prophets 
—the meanest-minded and paltriest, not 
perhaps as he was in reality—for of him, 
historically, we know scarcely anything— 
but as he is represented in the profound 
and noble allegory which bears his name— 
might almost seem to have been written 
in tacit antithesis to the story of Elijah. 
Elijah flies only when he has done the 
mighty work of God, and only when the 
life is in deadly peril which he would fain 


_ save for future emergencies of service; 


Jonah flies that he may escape, out of timid 
selfishness, the work of God. Elijah wishes 
himself dead because he thinks that the 
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glorious purpose of his life has been 
thwarted, and that the effort undertaken 
for the deliverance of his people has failed; 
Jonah wishes himself dead, first, because he 
repines at God’s mercy, and would prefer 
that his personal credit should be saved 
and his personal importance secured than 
that God should spare the mighty city of 
Nineveh with its one hundred and twenty 
thousand children; and then, because the 
poor little castor-oil plant has withered, 
which gave him shelter from the noon. 
Considering the traditional connection be- 
tween them, it seems to me impossible to 
overlook an allusive contrast between the 
noble and mighty Elijah under his solitary 
rhotem plant in the wilderness, wishing for 
death in the anguish of a heart “which 
nobly loathing strongly broke,” and the sel- 
fish, splenetic Jonah wishing himself dead 
in pettish vexation under his palma Christi 
because Nineveh is forgiven and the sun 
is hot—F. W. Farrar. 


Tuesday, 16th. 1 Kings xix. 9-21. 


Refreshed by food and sleep, Elijah re- 
sumed his journey across the desert to 
Horeb. Perhaps no spot on earth is more 
associated with the manifested presence of 
God than that sacred mount. There the 
bush burned with fire; there the law was 
given; there Moses spent forty days and 
forty nights alone with God. It was a 
natural instinct that led the prophet thither, 
and all the world could not have furnished 
a more appropriate school. Natural scenery 
and holy associations lent all their powers 
to impress and elevate the soul. 

God spake to him. The word of the 
Lord had often come to Elijah before. It 
had come to him at Thisbe. It had come to 
him in Samaria, after he had given his first 
message to Ahab. It had come to him 
when Cherith was dry. It had come to 
summon him from the solitudes of Zare- 
phath to the stir of active life. And now 
it came to him again. There is no spot 
on earth so lonely, no cave so deep and 
dark, that the word of the Lord cannot 
discover and come to us. 

But though God had often spoken to him 
before, He had never spoken in quite 
the same tone,—“What doest thou here, 
Elijah?” The accent was stern and re- 
proachful: “Thou art My servant; thou art 
set to do My will; if ever thou wast 
needed, it is now; the tide is on the turn; 
a great reformation is almost ripe. Why 
hast thou left thy post? How camest thou 
hither without My bidding or My leave?” 
Elijah shrank from a direct reply. If he 
had answered truly, he must have confessed 
that he was utterly in the wrong, without a 
single word of extenuation or excuse. He 
had done wrong in leaving his post; and 
that first wrong step had been aggravated 
by every one which he had taken since.— 
F, B; Meyer. 


Wednesday, 17th. 


Here begins the actual movement in the 
downfall of Ahab. The first phase of it 
is public, and takes the form of another 
opportunity for him to return to loyalty 
to God. In all the activity of the Di- 
vine judgment upon a man, God proceeds 
in this way, and there is no doubt that 
wherever the opportunity is taken advan- 
tage of, and return is made, His compas- 
sions fail not. Benhadad, drunken, profli- 
gate, despotic, came in the pride of his arms 
against Samaria. By the voices of prophets 
Jehovah spoke to Ahab, who, acting under 
their direction, gained complete victory 
over his enemy. Then follows the failure 
in the very moment of triumph. He made 
a covenant with the man whom God had 
devoted to destruction. Pity, outside the 
Divine, is sin. In consequence of his dis- 
obedience his own doom was uttered, 
and the king returned heavy and dis- 
pleased, which we may express as sad 
and angry. The only way in which any 
man is able to take advantage of opportuni- 
ties for repentance offered in the circum- 
stances of his life, is by a return in heart 
and soul to loyalty to God at the very 
center of things. This return Ahab never 
made.—G. Campbell Morgan. 

The wounding, we may be quite sure, and 
the tragical circumstances connected there- 
with, are essential parts of the parable this 
prophet had to act, of the lesson he had to 
teach. Now, the great lesson he had to con- 
vey, not to the king alone, but to the 
prophetic order and to the whole country, 
the lesson most necessary in that lawless 
age, was that of implicit, unquestioning 
obedience to the Divine law. Ahab had 
just transgressed that law. He had “let go 
a man whom God had appointed to utter 
destruction”; he had heaped honors on the 
oppressor of his country, and in gratifying 
benevolent impulses had ignored the will 
and counsel of God. No doubt it seemed 
to him, as it has seemed to others since, 
that he had acted with rare magnanimity, 
and that his generosity in that age, an age 
which showed no mercy to the fallen, was 
unexampled. But he must be taught that 
he has no right to be generous at the ex- 
pense of others; that God’s will must be 
done. He is taught this by the prophetic 
word (ver. 42), but much more effectively 
by the actions which preceded it—Joseph 
Hammond. 


1 Kings xx. 


Thursday, 18th. 1 Kings xxi. 


“Because he humbleth himself before me, 
I will not bring the evil in his days” (ver. 
29). Even such a one as Ahab, whose 
story of weakness and misrule is one of 
the darkest blots on Israel’s history, may 
be subdued under the Word of the Lord, 
and brought to repentance. Indeed, there 
is hardly a more striking instance of a bad 
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man being humbled and brought to a frame 
of mind and state of heart whose sincer- 
ity is attested by God Himself. For that it 
was not a mere pose on his part is assured 
by the fact that God accepted him, and 
turned away the evil of his deserts. How 
wonderfully is His mercy magnified in thus 
dealing graciously with one so verily guilty. 
And still God always acts in a way worthy 
of Himself. 

There are dark hours in every life, when 
the consciousness of sin becomes over- 
whelming. By the prociamation of the en- 
lightening Word, by the divinely arranged 
order of circumstances, and at the prompt- 
ings of a disquieted conscience, the fact of 
guilt is brought home to the soul. The fears 
of such an hour are unutterable, for the 
righteousness of sin’s punishment is incon- 
testable. With what joy does the evangel 
fall upon our ears in the darkness, de- 
claring God’s good will toward us, and pro- 
claiming the certainty of His pardon to 
the repentant and humbled heart! And 
what encouragement is to be found in the 
fact that men so deeply stained as Ahab 
found mercy and grace along this same 
pathway. We need not despair since God 
is the unchanged and unchanging One. 
Nor are the terms of His covenant altered. 
—J. Stuart Holden. 


Friday, 19th. 1 Kings xxii. 


Thus closed the life of Ahab, after a 
reign of twenty years in consummate 
wickedness. Of Jehoshaphat we shall see 
much more when we study him in his place 
in the line of Judah’s kings. Yet this 
affinity with Ahab brought upon him the 
Divine rebuke, as the author of Chronicles 
is careful to say: “When he returned in 
peace to his house in Jerusalem, Jehu, son 
of Hanani the seer, went out to meet him, 
saying, Shouldest thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the Lorn? There- 
fore, is wrath upon thee from before the 
Lorp. Nevertheless, there are good things 
found in thee in that thou hast taken away 
the groves out of the land, and hast pre- 
pared thine heart to seek God.’—Henry 
Cowles. 

Signally true of Jeroboam and Ahab is 
that word of Solomon: One sinner destroy- 
eth much good. How wide, how mighty, 
how disastrous the power for evil exerted 
by these self-willed, self-seeking rulers! 
And such power is exerted by every god- 
less soul in its sphere, with results far 
wider, mightier, and more disastrous than 
is known this side the day of final account. 
A fearful part, indeed, of that account is 
the making others to sin! 

The highest, all-inclusive form of sin is 
impiety. The course of impiety is, first the 
neglect, then the rejection, and then the 
defiance, of God; finally, the shameless sub- 
stitution in His rightful place of another 


object of worship. These successive steps 
were partly taken by Jeroboam and com- 
pleted by Omri and Ahab. And they are 
the steps, in part or whole, successively 
taken by every sinner through all time. Not 
indeed consciously taken. For as the soul 
becomes more self-asserting and seeking, 
the heart becomes more unbelieving, and 
the judgment and conscience lose their dis- 
cernment and keenness. So, even unwit- 
tingly. to himself, the man may reach the 
farthest stages of defiance toward God, an 
utter blinded self-idolatry—J. G. Butler. 


Saturday, 20th. 2 Kings i. 


The condition of things is evident from 
the opening statements of this chapter. 
Israel was at war with Moab. Ahaziah, 
the son of Ahab, was on the throne, an 
evil man, and unable to govern through 
sickness. In the midst of the difficulties of 
his position he sought counsel from Baal- 
zebub, the god of Ekron. Elijah, who had 
been in seclusion, suddenly appeared on be- 
half of God, protesting against the action 
of the king. Twice Ahaziah attempted to 
capture him, and in each case the answer of 
God on behalf of His servant was the 
swift judgment of fire. At last he went to 
the king and pronounced sentence upon 
him, which sentence was immediately car- 
ried out. Thus, while we see the terrible 
degradation of the nation, we also observe 
how the testimony to truth was kept alive, 
and over all the ruin of His people through 
apostasy God still was governing and mov- 
ing onward along the line of His own pur- 
pose. To all such as are in any way called 
into fellowship with Him in service, how 
great a vision this is! There is nothing 
more calculated to keep the heart firm and 
steady than this truth perpetually taught 
through Old Testament history, that God 
abides, and retains in His own hands the 
reins of government.—G. Campbell Morgan. 

The awful destruction by fire from 
heaven, at the word of Elijah, of the two 
first parties sent to apprehend him, must 
have tended powerfully to impress upon 
the nation the fact that the Lord still 
asserted His right to reign over them, and 
would be known to them in His protesting 
judgments, since they would not know Him 
in His mercies. His cheerful going with 
the third party, the leader of which ap- 
proached him with humble entreaties, must 
have suggested that the door to those mer- 
cies was still open to those who becomingly 
approached it. This was practical preaching 
of the kind that this people could most 
easily understand. The fearless prophet 
repeated in person to the king the words 
of rebuke and death that he had sent by the 
messengers; and the doomed king was too 
awestruck, after what had passed, to make 


-any attempt upon his liberty or life. Ac- 


cording to his prediction, Ahaziah died 
soon after, and, as he had no son, was suc- 
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ceeded by his 
Kitto. 


brother Jehoram.—John 


Sunday, 21st. 2 Kings ii. 1-18. 


The dramatic story of the journey of the 
departing prophet and his chosen successor 
is one of arresting force. Unheeding the 
kindly dissuasions of the older man, the 
younger persists in his purpose of accom- 
panying him to the end. Each step of the 
journey is marked by its own significance. 
Bethel, Jericho, and Jordan are more than 
geographical points in their progress. They 
mark stages of deepened experience on the 
part of each. The undaunted faith and 
courageous ongoing of Elisha were re- 
warded by an experience of miracle and 


vision, _which forever assured him of 
the -Divine call, and gave indubitable 
promise of his future service. Impercep- 


tibly to himself the spirit of Elijah rested 
upon him, enduing him with qualities of 
faith and power which were their own at- 
testation to all beholders. 

All this is not merely history, but alle- 
gory also. It is prophetic of the fellow- 
ship of the disciples of the Lord. Those 
who follow Him with full purpose of heart 
through every self-diffidence and world-dis- 
suasion, intent upon one thing only, have 
the same experience. For His Spirit rests 
upon them, and by His indwelling power 
they become inevitably identified in char- 
acter and service with their Master. Men 
are not slow to recognize the distinguishing 
marks of the Lord Jesus in those whose 
life-passion has become the carrying-on of 
that work to which He pledged Himself in 
life and death—J. Stuart Holden. 


Monday, 22nd. 2 Kings ii. 19-25. 


Elisha begins his ministry by doing 
good: that is to say, by healing the water 
that was diseased. This appeal to the 
prophet to do something for the city of 
Jericho was itself a tribute to the genuine- 
ness of the prophetic office as exercised by 
him. It is always beautiful to notice how 
‘great power is associated with the doing of 


good. What is it to be a prophet of any © 


age if the age is not practically benefited 
‘by the exercise of the office? The age does 
not want ornamental prophets, nominal 
prophets, official prophets; the age is crying 
out for men who can give it bread, who 
can heal its water, who can mitigate its 
sorrows, who can destroy its oppressions. 
By this sign must all prophets live or die. 
It would have been a poor thing on the 
part of Elisha to have shown the mantle 
of his predecessor if he could not also show 
his power.—Joseph Parker. ; 
Mocking the Lord’s messengers and mis- 
using His prophets are specifically referred 
to among the crying sins of Israel (2 
Chron. :xxxvi. 16; see also Lev. xxvi. 21, 
22). And this offense was aggravated here 
by the blasphemous allusion to God’s trans- 


lation of Elijah. Richly deserved, therefore, 
was this terrible punishment by these 
youthful mockers. Through them _ its 
effects reached to their parents, while it 
conveyed to the whole nation a fearful 
warning against impiety. It foreshadowed 
the doom that would surely follow God’s 
unheeded patience and longsuffering. And 
it furnished a needed authentication of 
Elisha’s Divine mission as the successor 
of Elijah. It is to be noted that this mir- 
acle of judgment and the leprosy pro- 
nounced on Gehazi are the exceptions 
among the many wonders performed in 
connection with Elisha’s whole ministry. 
All the rest were miracles of mercy. This 
one instance in a long life of helpful be- 
neficence shows, as the Incarnate Master 
of Elisha clearly intimated, that love may 
flash with the spirit of judgment and wield 
the power of doom.—J. G. Butler. 


Tuesday, 23rd. 2 Kings iii. 1-14. 


The Jehoram that reigned over Israel 
was a better man than the Jehoram of 
Judah. One had Ahab, the wickedest of 
the kings of Israel, for his father. The 
son of good Jehoshaphat, however, married 
a bad woman. That is enough to account 
for his failure. Jehoram the son of Ahab 
may have married a good woman, and her 
influence led him to put away Baal. There 
is but little difference, however, between 
him and the other apostate kings of Israel. 
The wonderful manifestations of God’s 
power through Elijah and Elisha, and the 
death of his father and brother, under the 
judgment of God, frightened him into put- 
ting away the statue of Baal, but in other 
respects he went on in sin. 

Edom was south of Moab, at the lower 
end of the Dead Sea, and was tributary to 
Judah. It was a long march for their 
armies, and their way lay through the same 
dry and sterile region of hot valleys and 
barren rocks, that had been taken by Moses 
when the children of Israel murmured be- 
cause of thirst, and God sent fiery serpents 
among them (Num. xxi. 4-6). 

We do not read of any mention of the 
Lord, until this time of helplessness and 
distress. This is like men. We make our 
plans, and move forward our forces, with- 
out a thought of God, or a word with His 
servants, and then, when our plans mis- 
carry, and our wrong measures have 
brought us into difficulty, we begin to 
mourn and say, “Alas! why has the Lord 
done this?” What a wonderful mercy it is 
that God should hear our cries, after the 
treatment He has received from us! 

God’s mighty servant Elisha in the camp, 
and none of the kings knew that he was 
there! Jehoshaphat knew more about him 
than did Jehoram. It is singular that he 
had not inquired for him, and inquired 
through him of the Lord, before this. We 
can see in the lesson, God’s goodness in not 
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forsaking His people, although they for- 
sake Him; and that our difficulties are 
God’s opportunities to manifest His grace 
and power in our deliverance. “Call upon 
me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me.” So mistakes_ 
and blunders, forgetfulness of God, march- 
ings in the wilderness, sufferings from 
thirst, and helplessness before our enemies, 
are all overruled to make God known to 
us.—D. W. Whittle. 

The phrase “to stand before God” desig- 
nates a high-toned religious life, and in- 
cludes the knowledge of God, the faculty 
of executing His commands, and the power 
of interceding for others. The phrase was 
a favorite one with Elijah, as expressing 
the spirit of his great career and was 
chosen by the angel Gabriel as conveying to 
the maiden of Nazareth the most certain 
guaranty of his authority and veracity. 
Surely every reader of these words must 
desire that the spirit and attitude of all 
coming days may be designated thus! Oh, 
to stand always before Him, on Whose face 
the glory of God shines as the sun in his 
strength!—F. B. Meyer. 


Wednesday, 24th. 2 Kings iii. 15-27. 


The remainder of the chapter is occupied 
with a prophecy of Elisha, and by a state- 
ment of the overthrow of the king of 
Moab. Nothing now could save Mesha. 
A strong delusion was sent upon him to be- 
lieve a lie. When water came down by 
way of Edom, and the whole country was 
filled with it, the Moabites rose up early in 
the morning, and as the sun shone upon 
the water, the Moabites saw the water on 
the other side as red as blood. It looked 
so like blood that they declared it to be 
blood, and believing that the kings were 
slain who had come up against them, the 
Moabites advanced to the spoil. Alas! they 
advanced to their ruin. . Mark the 
fate of those who oppose God; even to men 
who object to the name of God, the word 
Destiny may come with some force of ap- 
peal. Let us say, therefore, in the language 
of fatalism» How awful a thing it is to at- 
tempt to oppose destiny! Who can fight 
it? who can smite it? who can take the 
measure of it? Behold, here we are at an 
utter loss; we are without sense or force 
or power of adequate treatment. The 
Christian man, however, objects to the 
word destiny, except it be associated with 
the name and providence of the living God; 
the Christian says, “Who can fight against 
God?” and again, “It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God.”— 
Joseph Parker. 

It is characteristic of God’s dealings with 
the Jews, that when they are at their wits’ 
end, and seemingly at the mercy of their 
enemies, God delivers them. 

The three Hebrew youths were cast into 
the fire: but the form of a Fourth was 


with them: God walked with them. Satan 
had incited the king to make the furnace 
seven times hotter than usual; but, to 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, it was 
like walking in green pastures, and beside 
still waters. No hurt can come to those 
who are walking with God. 

Daniel and his friends had the same God 
to walk with them-in Babylon. The Chal- 
deans were a mighty people; the king and 
his warriors had great strength, and had 
conquered many nations; but Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and Belshazzar, and Darius, and 
Cyrus had not the power of Daniel. Why? 
Because Daniel walked with the God Who 
made heaven and earth. He was in com- 
munion with Him. 

So the Moabites are disappointed of 
what they thought would be an easy prey, 
and are utterly destroyed themselves, in- 
stead of destroying Israel—D. W. Whitile. 


Thursday, 25th. 2 Kings iv. 


The ministry of Elisha stands in many 
respects in vivid contrast to that of Elijah. 
There is a gentleness about it, which in 
spite of ourselves reminds us of that of 
the Messiah Himself in His day. Instead 
of suddenly appearing at critical moments, 
with a thunder and a flame, he seems to 
have moved amongst the people, doing 
good wherever he came. In this chapter 
we have four instances: his provision for 
the need of the widow, whose creditors 
were threatening her; his kindness to the 
Shunammite woman, who had shown him 
hospitality; and at Gilgal his healing of the 
pottage; and his feeding of a hundred men 
with twenty loaves. During all this time 
he was at the head of the prophetic schools, 
and, journeying from place to place, be- 
came known everywhere as the messenger 
of God. The simplicity of his life is sug- 
gested in the provision which the Shunam- 
mite woman, wealthy though she was, made 
for his evident requirement. His apartment 
was a little chamber on the wall, containing 
a bed and a table, a stool and a candle- 
stick. His dignity is manifest in the atti- 
tude of the people toward him, especially 
that of the Shunammite woman, who, in 


her converse with him, stood ever in the 


doorway, recognizing the sacredness of his 
office—G. Campbell Morgan. 


Friday, 26th. 2 Kings v. 


“Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel?” Thus Naaman reasoned with him- 
self when the message of the prophet had 
struck a blow at his pride. For while he 
had come to be healed of his leprosy, he 
really desired to be humored, and it was an 
offense to him that the prophet did not 


-seem to realize that he had to do with a 


great man. The futility of his comparison 
of the water of Jordan with the rivers of 
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his own land is apparent, when we remem- 
ber that again and again he had bathed in 
them without experiencing anything of heal- 
ing. Had this not been so, there would 
have been no need for his journey to Israel 
in search of cure. Yet like many another 
he had to be convinced of the folly of his 
thoughts, and of the urgency of the sittia- 
tion also, before he availed himself of the 
priceless blessing which the prophet de- 
clared to him by the Word of the Lord. 

Abana and Pharpar may well stand for 
the self-resource of men, their powers of 
self-effort in the direction of repressing in- 
ward evil, and of cultivating latent good. 
That these are amongst God’s moral gifts 
no one denies. Like the greatest stream of 
all—God’s Grace in Jesus Christ—they cer- 
tainly take their rise in the hills of His 
power; and there is much to be said in 
praise of their value in any life. But the 
supreme test of their place and worth in the 
life of Naaman and ourselves is: Can they 
cure leprosy? Have they inherent virtue 
to cleanse the defilement of sin, and to im- 
part the new fresh life of a little child to 
the debilitated souls? This is the condem- 
nation of all the self-effort as a means of 
salvation._J. Stuart Holden. 


Saturday, 27th. 2 Kings vi. 1-7. 


That the schools of the prophets had spe- 
cial buildings for their accommodation is 
not only inferable from the necessities of 
the case, but is touchingly indicated here, 
as we read that “the sons of the prophets” 
came to Elisha to say that their accom- 
modations for students’ rooms were too 
strait, and proposing to go to Jordan and 
its timbered bottoms, and take thence every 
man his beam (pole), and fit up more such 
humble accommodations for their shelter. 
He said, “Go”; but they quietly suggest that 
he go with them; and, like a true and faith- 
ful father-prophet, he went. It was for- 
tunate that he did; for so he was on hand 
to bring the iron axe-head to the surface 
when by accident it had sprung from its 
helve and fallen into the Jordan. The cry, 
“Alas, master, for it was begged!” brought 
Elisha’s miracle-working power at once to 
their aid. They were too poor to buy their 
axes. This man had to beg his—ask it, as 
the Hebrew signifies—yet never in the 
sense of borrow. It is the word used in the 
history (Ex. iii. 22; xi. 2) of the Israelites 
asking jewels and goods of the Egyptians 
—which was by no means “borrowing.” All 
in all, this is a very pleasant inside view of 
college life in those ancient schools of the 
prophets—antedating by a few thousand 
years the experiences of some prophet 
schools of our age which have struggled 
upward from the humblest beginnings amid 
many privations, and not a little morally 
wholesome manual toil, and occasionally 
some cheering tokens of a helping power 
from above—Henry Cowles. 


Daily Devotions. 63 


Sunday, 28th. 2 Kings vi. 8-23. 


Fear not: for they that be with us are 

more than they that be with them, is the 
perfectly fearless word of Elisha at Do- 
than. It gets echo and emphasis in Paul’s 
perfectly fearless word at Corinth: “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” Old 
Testament and New Testament agree in 
this, that a true faith allies us to God. And 
alliance with God means majority and 
might and victory.—H. Johnson. 
_ As stood the prophet with his servant 
in the midst of two opposing hosts, 
gathered for his destruction and deliver- 
ance, so stands every human soul in the 
midst of two opposing hosts, both of whom, 
the enemies as well as friends, are invisible 
save to the vision of faith, a vision divinely 
given in answer to prayer. Satan and his 
hosts of evil daily, hourly arrayed against 
me. God and His hosts of good daily, 
hourly arrayed for me. This is the one 
grand reality of our life against which our 
eyes are closed, the reality which God alone 
can enable us to behold.—J. G. Butler. 

The Gospel comes to recreate and 
strengthen our faith in things and persons 
unseen and eternal; it comes to rebridge 
the great gulf which we have fixed between 
the seen and temporal, and the unseen and 
eternal, and to draw us in thought and 
affection over the bridged chasm. It comes 
to make real and substantial to us the in- 
visible. It seeks to make us walk by faith, 
not by sight—to live for, fight for, work 
and suffer and die for invisible interests 
and beings; and to reveal them (if that 
were possible) would be to subvert its ob- 
jects. Our invisible helpers must remain 
invisible. They are here. They are real. 
We need but a spiritual vision, an all-con- 
quering faith to see them, to realize their 
presence, to banish our fears, to make us 
ever calm and serene. Faith says in all the 
way, “Fear not, for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them.”— 
J. Drummond. 


Monday, 29th. 2 Kings vi. 24-vii. 20. 


The siege of Samaria by the Syrians 
brought about a state of famine which re- 
sulted in most fearful conditions. When 
a woman in her sore distress appealed to 
the king, he became angry with Elisha. In 
all probability Josephus is right when he 
suggests that his anger was kindled because 
Elisha did nothing to relieve the situation. 
The calmness and strength of the prophet 
were again manifest. It is wonderful how 
quiet and mighty a man becomes who is in 
secret fellowship with God. He knew the 
way in which deliverance was coming, and 
foretold the end of the siege and provision 
of food for the needy. His perpetual at- 
tempt was to emphasize the importance of 
faith in God, and in this case we see how, 
in loyalty to this desire, he foretold the 
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mercy and yet the judgment which was to 
come upon the men who mocked at the pos- 
sibility of the things he announced. The 
incident of the leprous men in this chapter 
is full of suggestiveness,—their wise de- 
cision to take what appeared to be but half 
a chance of life rather than perish, and 
their immediate decision to tell the good 
news and share the benefit which their 
venture of faith had introduced them to.— 
G. Campbell Morgan. 

There was but one man within the walls 
of Samaria in those days whose confidence 
in the deliverance of God was never shaken, 
and that man was the prophet Elisha. You 
can see his calm, venerable figure, the center 
of a group of elders in his own house, 
unmoved amid the somewhat foolish man- 
ners of the king within the city and the 
insulting defiance of the Syrians. without 
the city. Yet it was not to Elisha the 
prophet that God gave first to know that 
deliverance had really come. That was re- 
served for a little group of leprous men 
who found themselves, as we may say, be- 
tween the devil and the deep sea. They 
found themselves outside the city gate; if 
they entered they knew they would get but 
scurvy treatment; a famine-stricken city 
cannot be blamed if it shows but scant 
courtesy to intruders. But God helped the 
lepers in the time of famine— Alexander 
Connell. 


Tuesday, 30th. 2 Kings viii. 


Under the reign of Jehoshaphat, and the 
pernicious influence of the daughter of 
Ahab, the land sank to a moral level which 
was a denial of all that it had ever stood 
for in the faith of God. The worship of 
Baal, with its attendant abominations, had 
degraded every instinct of religion, and 
“like king, like people,’ had become the 
established order. That God’s indignation 
should be kindled was only in keeping with 
His character as the Holy One. That the 
land was not destroyed for its iniquity was 
tribute to His faithfulness. For He had 
bound Himself by an oath to David, to 
which He could not be untrue. Nothing is 
more striking in Old Testament history 
than the Divine constancy to the Covenant. 
The Oath of God was at all times the con- 
fidence of His people, even when they had 
become untrue to the implicates of relation- 
ship with Him, both as individuals and as 
a nation. ‘Thus is anticipated His eternal 
faithfulness to the promises made in Christ. 

Did God but deal with us as we deserve, 
the stroke of punishment had long since 
fallen and destroyed us. Our sins have 
eternally separated us from Him, attesting 
our utter unfitness for fellowship with the 
Holy and True. 
does not destroy us. In the counsels of 
Eternity the Father made covenant with the 
Son, on which sure foundation rests the 


Yet for Christ’s sake He | 


salvation of a lost world. It is for Christ’s 
sake, and for His sake alone, that righteous 
wrath is turned away, and unspeakable 
mercy unto Eternal Life bestowed upon us. 
—J. Stuart Holden. 


Wednesday, 31st. 


Jehu was suddenly called to royalty, and 
all its responsibilities. Men should be pre- 
pared for the sudden calls of providence. 
“What I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch.” If we had higher expectations of 
the Divine coming, and were ourselves per- 
suaded of the possession of capacities for 
the doing of a large work in the kingdom 
of God, those very expectations might to a 
large degree fulfill themselves. There is 
a noble and holy ambition. We shall know 
whether it is noble and holy by ascertain- 
ing whether we are prepared for danger, 
loss, suffering, as well as for any possible 
external honor. Merely to expect a throne 
for the sake of enjoying its luxuries is 
not the kind of expectation mow referred 
to. We should be looking out for larger 
opportunities of usefulness, even creating 
occasions for self-sacrifice, and preparing 
ourselves by reading, thought, culture of 
every kind, and the continual exercise of 
all faculties, for the incoming of a large 
message and the appointment to an ex- 
tended rulership. We must not cultivate 
mere expectation, but express our expecta- 
tion by our industry, devotion, and in- 
vincible resoluteness in all holy aggres- 
sion and progress. We cannot but be 
struck by the obedience of Jehu to the 
heavenly call. There was no hesitation. 
We show ourselves to be yet under bondage 
when we hesitate regarding the calls which 
God addresses to us. We linger, we wish 
to return and bid those farewell who are 
in our father’s house; we have sundry 
things to adjust and determine before we 
can go, we secretly hope that in the mean- 
time occurrences may transpire which will 
change the line of our destiny; by all this 
we mar the simplicity and purity of obe- 
dience, and discover a spirit that is not fit 
to be trusted with great functions and re- 
sponsibilities in the Divine economy.— 
Joseph Parker. 

How just are the judgments of God! It 
was in the field of Naboth, wherein Je- 
horam met with Jehu: that very ground 
called to him for blood. And now this 
new avenger remembers that prophecy, 
which he heard from the mouth of Elijah, 
in that very place, following the heels of 
Ahab; and is careful to perform it. What 
a resemblance there is betwixt the death of 
the father and the son—Ahab and Jehoram! 
Both are slain in their chariot; both with 
an arrow; both repay their blood to Na- 
both; and how perfect is this retaliation! 
Face doth not more answer to face than 
sin to sin—Bishop Joseph Hall. 


2 Kings ix. 
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Seeds 


and are 
grown not 
only to sell 
but to grow 
again. The 
fact that 1916, our fortieth anniversary, 
proved to be our banner year, shows 
that confidence in the House of Burpee 
continues to grow just as surely as Bur- 
pee’s Seeds Grow. Each packet contains 
at the result of our forty years of extensive 
operation and intensive investigation. 


Burpee’s Annual for 1917 


; = The Leading American Seed Catalog 

_is brighter, better and bigger than ever before. We have added twenty-two pages, making 
in all 204 pages, and best of all, you will find thirty Burpee Specialties illustrated in color. 

_ Burpee’s Annual is mailed free upon request. A post card will bring it. Write for your copy 
today and mention the Recorp OF CHRISTIAN Work, 


W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO. Burpee Buildings, Philadelphia 
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“McIntosh Lanterns are Honest Lanterns’’ 


Start the New Year Right 


Avail yourself of the means that modern science has offered to really reach 
the people who don’t come to church. Solve the Sunday evening problem—use 
the master sense—teach through the eye. It is an age of visualization. You 
are always trying to paint word pictures. Show real ones to illustrate your 
sermons, for song services, for mid-week entertainments, missionary talks, 
evangelism, extension work. 


Lantern slides in abundance are available at nominal cost. Almost every- 
thing is illustrated nowadays—travel, industry, science, social service, missions, 
Bible history, Life of Christ—in fact, there is hardly a subject which is not ac- 
curately and vividly illustrated by handsome, clear, sharp slides. 


A lantern to project these slides, suited to any conditions, simple, efficient, 
well-made and durable, is the Automatic Sciopticon, with newly adapted gas- 
illed Mazda lamp and automatic slide carrier, producing instant change (almost 
a dissolving effect). This splendid lantern is priced at only $35.00. Other lan- 
terns from $20.00 up. 150,000 superb slides for 
sale or rent. Catalog free if you are interested. 


McINTOSH Zomany 
415 Atlas Block CHICAGO 


Backed by more than forty years of successful production 
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The Northfield Schools 


DWIGHT L. MOODY, Founder 


A great French educator has said that 
‘whereas the acquisition of knowledge doubles 
a man’s efficiency, true education increases it 
tenfold.” 


Education embraces the acquisition of 
knowledge, but goes far beyond that, training 
a student in the use of this knowledge, and 
taking into consideration the whole man, soul 
and body, as well as mind. It was this higher 
conception of education which the late D. L. 
Moody had in mind in founding The North- 
field Schools.. He sought to foster a spirit 
of independence in the student body by re- 
quiring a fee for board and tuition from every 
student. He kept the amount of this fee at 
one half the actual cost, thus seeking to help 
those who would help themselves. 

As a factor in the training of character, he 
gave an important place to work. Each stu- 
dent was required, under his system. of educa- 
tion, to meet an assigned task daily. At 
Mount Hermon the time required for work is 
two hours, and the student may be assigned 
to the farm, or to some duty in connection 
with the buildings. In Northfield Seminary 
an hour’s domestic work is required of each 
student, supplementing thorough courses in 
the domestic science department. 

Mr. Moody believed that “no man could be 
illiterate who thoroughly knew his English 
Bible; and no man could be termed well edu- 
cated who was ignorant of it.” For its edu- 
cational value, but preéminently for its spirit- 
ual message, each student was assigned to two 
classes a week in the study of the English 
Bible. } 
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The Northfield Schools 


DWIGHT L. MOODY, Founder 


It is now more than thirty-five years since 
Northfield Seminary and Mount Hermon 
School were established upon this basis. Few 
friends remain who were associated with Mr. 
Moody in those early days. But the success 
which has attended the work upon this basis, 
and the loyalty of the trustees, faculties, and 
alumni, to these principles, have not only main- 
tained the adherence of the two schools to 
their observance, but each new year insures, 
with the increasing number of former students 
now out in the world, who look back with love 
and loyalty to their Alma Mater, the future of 
the work upon these lines. 

These schools are in need of increased en- 
dowment, in order that they may continue to 
minister to the class for whom they were es- 
tablished, in the face of steadily increasing 
cost of maintenance. Gifts for this purpose 
are earnestly solicited by the Trustees, and 
may be sent to 

EDWIN M. BULKLEY, Treasurer, 
25 ebroad: otreet, 
New York City. 


Or to My-7e V4 , 


East Northfield, Mass. 


LEGAL FORM OF BEQUEST 
I give and bequeath to THe NorruFieLp 
Seroomsm tne (Sum Ole 8 en... Dollars to 
be appropriated by the Trustees thereof in 
such manner as they deem most useful for the 
purposes of (Mount Hermon School or North- 
field Seminary * 
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EVERYTHING for the GARDEN 


i i i ] lication of the day 
i 1917 Catalogue—the most beautiful and complete horticultural public 

ce eh ety 208 pages. 32 colored plates and over 1,000 photo-engravings, showing actual results 
without exaggeration. It is a mine of information of everything in Gardening, either for pleasure or 


mbodies the results of over seventy years of practical experience. : 
prope: ee faa Catalogue the largest possible distribution we make the following unusual offer: 


Every Empty Envelope Counts as Cash 


To everyone who will state where this advertisement was seen and who incloses Ten Cents we will mail the catalogue 
And Also Send Free of Charge 
Our Famous “HENDERSON” COLLECTION OF SEEDS 


eee ' ? c 
containing one packet each of Ponderosa Tomato, Big Boston Lettuce, White-Tipped Scarlet Radish, Henderson s in 
cible Asters, Mammoth Butterfly Pansies and Giant Waved Spencer Sweet Peas, in a coupon envelope, wes whee 
emptied and returned will be accepted as a 2)-cent cash payment on any order amounting to $1.00 and upward. 
With the Henderson Collection will be sent complete and detailed cultural directions. 


35.837 CORTLANDT $ 


« NEW YORK CITY 


Winter Sports at The Northfiel 


East Northfield, Mass. Open All The Ye: 


EQUIPPED to entert: 
HOUSE PARTIES, Far 


lies or Individuals. 


ROOMS en suite w 
private bath. Steam He 
Sun Parlors, Open Fi 
places. Libraries in How 
and Town. 


REFINED SERVICE | 
MODERATE RATES: 


My Nad ee as oe eee age 
<a eo ie 
a ee? e ‘ea 


FOR YOUR WINTER HOLIDAY come to Northfield and enjoy Sleighi: 


Skating, Skiing, Snowshoeing, Tobogg: 
ing, as the “Weather Man” permits: 


FIRST-CLASS LIVERY AND FIREPROOF GARAGE — 


Send for Illustrated Booklet and Rates ‘ 
H. S. STONE, Assistant Manager AMBERT G. MOODY, Mana 


The Northfield Pad Calendar for 191 


The calendar is the same in appearance this year as in past years, although the: 
selections and quotations are all new. “[ This desk stand calendar gives for each day: 
a verse of Scripture and an accompanying devotional exposition by a Northfield’ 
speaker. During the thirteen seasons in which these calendars have been issued, they haves 
steadily grown in favor, numerous orders being placed for quantities as gifts to Sunday School: 
classes and for Christmas presents, for which they are specially appropriate. §{ Each leaf, in ad-. 
dition to the Scripture passage and expository paragraph, has a space for memoranda. §] The cal-. 
endar comes with an iron standard and is neatly packed in pasteboard carton, ready for mailing.’ 


Thirty Cents Postpaid 
Special Price for Quantity Orders 
—— ————— ——$—— PUBLISHERS 
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NEW DICTIONARY 


That Is More Than a Dictionary 
Cc e with Thumb Index Containing Supplemental Information 
9 2 So 


Much in Demand To-day, such as 


ushington’s Farewell Address; Declaration of Independence; Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech; 
© Monroe Doctrine; The Constitution of the United States; Business Forms and Laws; 
sights and Measures; Forms and Letters, business and social. With statistics and other 
ormation that makes it the ideal dictionary and reference book for desk, office and school. 


IT IS CALLED 


NEW UNIVERSAL SELF- | 
RONOUNCING DICTIONARY 


ebster-Morris, with Latest Census and 16 Full-page Color Plates, including Four Pages of 
ps—1,114 Pages. Bound in flexible leather, stamped in gold, red edges, size 5% x 7% 
shes, 1% inches thick. Made for the John Wanamaker Stores. Its superiority over similar 
stionaries is shown in its table of contents, as follows: 


Rules for Punctuation. Dictionary of Prefixes and Affixes. Dictionary of the English Language. Diction- 
7 of foreign words, phrases, colloquialisms, proverbs and quotations. Dictionary of terms used in Com- 
xceand Law. Dictionary of Names of Important Places, Persons, Buildings, Monuments, Periods, etc., also 
‘nificant words and phrases frequently met with in literature. Dictionary of English Christian names of 
nm and women with their derivation and meaning. Dictionary of Mythological and Classical Names. Dic- 
nary of Forms and Addresses. Dictionary of Abbreviations. Dictionary of Popular Titles of American 
ates and Cities, etc. Facts Worth Knowing. Dictionary of Simplified Spelling adopted by the Simplified 
ard. Statistics of the Countries of the Earth. Largest Cities of the World. Population of the United States 
each census. Correct English. Correspondence. Forms of Letters—business, social, etc. Forms of 
eeches on various occasions. Business Forms and Laws. Weights and Measures. Values of Foreign Coins 
the United States. Declaration of Ice pen cence. Constitution of the United States, Washington’s Farewell 
dress. Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech. onroe Doctrine. 


HE UNIVERSAL ATLAS OF THE WORLD 


NEW AND COMPLETE 


Without question the most serviceable volume to have available for quick reference that can be found 
Price, $1.00. By mail, $1.32 


The size of this work is 10% x 13% inches, printed on high-finish paper and durably bound 


in red cloth, with attractive cover stamping 


During the last few years changes without number have been wrought that render an old atlas useless. 
w towns have sprung up; old cities and towns have grown. Many thousand miles of new railroads have 
2n built. These changes have been recorded in The Universal Atlas of the World. ; 

THE MAPS—There are 128 pages, beautifully printed in colors, representing every portion of the earth as 
Pre alates have been engraved from new drawings, based on the latest surveys, and are believed to be the 
st complete and carefully edited series of like size covering the whole earth. The lettering is clear and 
an cut throughout, carefully graded in size, to convey at a glance the relative importance of places. On the 
rgin of each map is a quick reference index of bara towns, cities, counties, etc. 

RAILROADS— Railroads are shown and named; and with very few exceptions, in crowded or densely popu- 


i every railroad station and post office is named. ‘ ; 
is oc contains double page aaa of the World, Eastern United States and Canada, Western United 
tes and Canada, Mexico, North Pacific Ocean, Hawaii, Southern New England, Eastern New York, Pennsyl- 
1ia, Northern Ohio, Southern Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, lowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Kentucky and Tennessee, 
stern Texas, Western Texas, Northern California, Southern California, Washington. The other maps occupy 
gle pages only, and are uniform in style, detail, etc. On the margin of each map is an alphabetically 
anged index of counties (or other minor divisions), cities and towns, A division or piace may be ingienely 
ated without turning the page. The convenience of such a quick reference index will be readily appreciated. 
Another valuable feature of this work is a very complete list of the cities of the world, giving the latest 


mulation statistics, including the 


1910 CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES 


opulation figures of all states, territories, counties and the principal cities. An illustrated 
Per on ibe Saudia Canal gives a detailed description of this great enterprise, with maps in color. 
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New Stomachs faa Ol 


By Arthur True Buswell, M. D. 


THOUSANDS of people who suf- 
fered for years with «ll sorts of 
stomach trouble are walking 
around today with entirely remade 
stomachs. They enjoy their meals 
and never have a thought of indi- 
gestion, constipation or any of the 
serious illnesses with which they 
formerly suffered and which are 
directly traceable to the stomach. 

And these surprising results 
have been produced, not by drugs 
or medicines of any kind, not by foregoing sub- 
stantial foods, rot by eating specially prepared 
or patented foods of any kind, but by eating the 
foods we like best correctly combined ! 

These: facts were forcibly brought to my mind 
by Eugene Christian, the eminent Food Scientist, 
who has successfully treaced over 23,000 people 
with foods alone! 

In a recent talk with Eugene Christian, he told 
me of some of his experiences in the treatment of 
varicus ailments through food—just a few in- 
stances out of the more than 23,000 cases he has 
on record, 

One case which interested me greatly was that 
of a young business man whose efficiency had 
been practically wrecked through stomach acidity, 
fermentation and constipation, resulting in 
physical sluggishness whicn was naturally re- 
flected in hs ability to use his mind. He was 
twenty pounds underweight when he first went 
to see Christian, and was so nervous he couldn’t 
sleep. Stormach and intestinal gases were so 
severe that they caused irregular heart action and 
often fitsof great mental depression. As Christian 
describes it, he :vas not 50 per cent efficient either 
mentally or physically. Yet in a few days, by 
following Christian’s suggestions as to food, his 
constipation had completely gone, although he 
had formerly been in the habit of taking large 
daily doses ox a strong cathartic, 
every abnormal symptom had disappeared—his 
weight having increased six pounds, In addition 
to this he acquired a store of physical and mental 
energy so great iv comparison with his former 
self as to almost belie the fact that it was thesame 
man. 

But perhaps the most interesting case that 
Christian told me of was that of a ‘multimillion- 
aire—a man 70 years old, who had been traveling 
with his doctor for several years in a search for 
health. He was extremely emaciated, had chronic 
constipation, lumbago and rheumatism. For over 
twenty years he had suffe-ed with stomach and 


Eugene Christian 


In five weeks” 


intestinal trouble, which in reality was st 
aciduovs secretions in the stomach. The} 
menus given him were designed to temove 
causes of acidity, which was accomplishe} 
about thirty days. And after this was dem 
seemed to undergo a complete rejuvenation, | 
eyesight, hearing, taste and all of his me 
faculties became keener and more aler*. He 
had no organic trouble—but he was scarviot 
death from malnutrition and decomposition: 
caused by the wrong selection and combine 
of foods. After a few months’ treatment this 
was as well and strong as he had ever been ii 
life. my i 
These instances of the efficacy of right ca 
I have simply chosen at random from perka 
dozen Eugene Christian told me of, every or 
which was fully as interesting, and they app 
as many different ailments. Surely this — 
Christian is doing a great work. 4 
There have been so many inquiries from allr 
of the United States from peopie seeking 
benefit of Eugene Christian’s advice and w 
cases he is unable to handle personally, tha 
has written a little course of lessons which 
you exactly what to eat for health, strength 
efficiency. This course is published by The 
rective Eating Society of New York. 
These lessons, there are 24 of them, con 


actual menus for breakfast, luncheon and din 


curative as wellas corrective, covering every 
dition of health and sickness from infancy tc 
age and for all occupations, climates and seas 
With these lessons at hand it is just as the 
you were in personal contact with the great : 
specialist, because every possible point i 
thoroughly covered that you can scarcely thir 
a question which isn’t answered. You can : 
eating the very things that will produce 
increased physical and mental energy yot 
seeking the day you receive the lessons, and 
will find that you secure results with the 
meal. \ oe 
If you would like to examine these*24 L 
Lessons in Corrective Eating, simply write 
Corrective Eating Society, Department 251 
Fourth Avenue, New York City. It is not me 
sary to enclose any money with your req 
Merely ask them to send the lessons on five d 
trial with the understanding that you will ei 
return them within that time or remit $3.00 
small fee asked. Please clip out and mail the fo! 
ing form instead of writing a letter, as this isa 
of the blank adopted by the Society, and wi 
honored at once. ‘ 
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CORRECTIVE EATING SOCI*TY, Dept. 251, 460 Fourth Avenue, New York City 


You may send me, prepaid, a copy of Corrective Eating in 24 Lessons. 


to you within five days or send you $3.00. 


I will either remen t 


